
 
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

POSSESSION OF NARCOTICS & IDENTITY THEFT SUSPECT 

ARRESTED 
 

DATE:    December 23, 2016 

LOCATION:  Seven Eleven, 15 South Abbott Avenue 

CASE #:  16-358-008 

SUSPECT #1: Leah Kaye Costa, 45-year-old, Sunol resident 

SUSPECT VEHICLE #1: Grey 2004 BMW 325 Sedan 

On December 23, 2016, at approximately 12:37 A.M., a Milpitas Police officer saw a grey 2004 

BMW 325 parked in a handicap parking stall, at Seven Eleven without displaying a handicap placard. A 

computer check revealed the registered owner, Leah Costa, had a warrant for her arrest. Costa was 

contacted as she exited the store and displayed symptoms of being under the influence of a controlled 

substance. She was subsequently arrested for being under the influence of a controlled substance and her 

outstanding arrest warrant. Officers located methamphetamine, a United States Postal Service master key, 

homemade postal keys, mail and checks belonging to various victims throughout the bay area. Costa was 

booked into the Santa Clara County Main Jail for possession of narcotics, being under the influence of a 

controlled substance, identity theft and an outstanding warrant for her arrest. 

The Milpitas Police Department urges you to protect yourself from mail theft. Avoid sending 

money through the mail, remove mail from the mailbox as soon as possible, especially if you are 

expecting sensitive items such as checks, credit cards, or other items containing personal information. If 

you are planning a vacation, contact your local post office to place a vacation hold on your mail or ask a 

trusted acquaintance to pick up your mail. Always give outgoing mail to your carrier or place it in a mail 

slot at your local post office. You may consider investing in a locking mailbox that allows the carrier to 

place mail in but prevents others from taking mail out. 

Press Release By:  Lieutenant Jared Hernandez # 229 

Date/Time:    December 27, 2016; 11:32 P.M. 



 
 

 

 

 

                                               SUSPECT #1: Leah Kaye Costa 


