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Any “food facility” that serves food and/or beverage to the public has to be permitted by Santa Clara County 

Department of Environmental Health. 

 

Food facilities include: 

 

1. Any place that sells only prepackaged food (i.e candy, chocolate bars…), such as video stores, kiosks, etc. 

2. Liquor stores. 

3. Grocery stores. 

4. Deli. 

5. Supermarkets. 

6. Restaurants. 

7. Industrial cafeteria (i.e. companies with cafeteria). 

8. School kitchens. 

9. Community center kitchens. 

10. Senior center kitchens. 

11. Church kitchens that lease out their kitchens. 

12. Food carts (i.e. hot dog carts, ice cream carts…). 

13. Produce stand. 

14. Certified farmers markets. 

15. Temporary event (i.e. food booths at Festival…) 

16. Health food stores  

17. Special diet stores  

18. Any specialty store that sells live fish, shellfish, etc. for human consumption 

 

The above items are common examples of businesses requiring approval from Santa Clara County Department 

of Environmental Health.  Please contact this Department to verify your specific project requirements. 
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