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Answer:
When you make improvements to a property and the project’s construction valuation exceeds a certain value (the amount is set by the State and changes every year), full compliance with current standards for people with disabilities is required.  The tenant space and facilities directly serving that space, such as core restrooms and the parking lot, will need to comply.  For projects with valuations below the valuation threshold, an Unreasonable Hardship exemption may be applied for reducing the amount of upgrade work required.  The find out the current valuation or to obtain an Unreasonable Hardship application, contact the Permit Center.Even if upgrades are not required as a result of voluntary improvements, the building may be required to be upgraded to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  For more information,                                   or consult an attorney.
Answer:
If your business involves the preparation and/or sale of food or drinks, delivering food such 
 
as a liquor store, health food, special diet, or similar store                                                      
then a permit is required from the Santa Clara Department of Environmental Health.  For more information,  Santa Clara County Department of Environmental Health1555 Berger Drive, #300San José, CA 95112(408) 918-3400
 
 
Answer:
All restaurants or other food service facilities, and all manufacturing and automotive industries discharging industrial wastewater into the sanitary system, including gas stations and car washes, are required permit from San Jose/Santa Clara Water Pollution Control Plant.  To obtain the questionnaire and additional information,
 
San Jose/Santa Clara Water Pollution Control PlantOld Martin Luther King Library170 W San Carlos StreetSan José, CA 95113(408) 945-3000
 
 
Answer:
All businesses that discharge any product into the air, such as engine exhaust (including generators), restaurant cooking, chemicals used in manufacturing or repairs, such as solvents and paints, gasoline dispensing, sandblasting, etc., may require a permit from Bay Area Air Quality Management District (BAAQMD).  To obtain an application and additional information, visit here.Bay Area Air Quality Management District (BAAQMD)939 Ellis StreetSan Francisco, CA 94109(415) 771-6000
 
 
Answer:
If you are using a fictitious name, the Civil Code requires that you file a fictitious name statement, which will enable the consumer to know who he/she is doing business with, to entitle you to initiate suits for the protection of the name and to open a business account using the fictitious name.  For more information, visit here.County Clerk Recorder’s Office70 W. Hedding St., East Wing, First FloorSan José, CA 95110(408) 299-2481
 
 
Answer:
If your business involves the sale of tangible personal property, either retail or wholesale, you are required to obtain a seller's permit from the State Board of Equalization.  For more information,Board of Equalization250 South 2nd StreetSan José, CA 95113(408) 277-1231800-400-7115
 
 
Answer:
Businesses who own a commercial weighing or measuring devices must register with the Division of Weights and Measures for testing.  The accuracy of commercial weighing and measuring devices is regulated by this department.  For more information regarding device registration and billing, visit here.County Weights & Measures1553 Berger Drive, Bldg. 1San José, CA 95112(408) 918-4601
 
 
Answer:
All businesses, under certain circumstances, are required by California State Law to annually report the cost of their business personal property (i.e. equipment, furniture, computers, etc.) and improvements (i.e. leasehold/tenant improvements, trade fixtures etc.) to the Assessor and are responsible for the potential taxes on that property.  For more information visit here.County Assessor70 West Hedding St. East WingSan José, CA  95110(408) 299-5500
 
 
Answer:
Questions concerning the organization of corporations, limited liability companies, limited partnerships, foreign (other state) corporations, qualifying or registering to do business in California, dissolutions, articles of incorporation, certificates of good standing, current officers and directors, agents for service of process, and name availability should be addressed to the Business Programs Division of the California Secretary of State.  For more informationCalifornia Secretary of State1500 11th StreetSacramento, CA 95814(916) 657-5448
 
 
Answer:
The Franchise Tax Board is responsible for administering State Income Taxes.  For more information.Franchise Tax Board1515 Clay Street, Suite 305Oakland, CA 94612-1445800.852.5711
 
 
Answer:
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) is responsible for administering Federal Income Taxes.   For more information Internal Revenue Service55 S. Market StreetSan José, CA  95113(408) 817-6747 or (800) 829-1040
 
 
Answer:
Many occupations, such as accountant, architect, automotive repair, barber and cosmetology, court reporter, dental hygienist, electronic and appliance repair, engineers, home furnishings medical, etc. require a State license. The State Department of Consumer Affairs regulates.  For more informationDepartment of Consumer AffairsConsumer Information Division1625 North Market Blvd., Suite N 112Sacramento, CA 95834(800) 952-5210
 
Question
Answer:
Yes.  The Contractors State License Board (CSLB) protects consumers by licensing and regulating California's construction industry.  For more information Contractor's State License Board9821 Business Park DrSacramento, CA 95827(800) 321-2752
 
Answer:
Approval to operate schools above 12th grade and vocational schools, workshops, seminars, private tutors, or private schools is regulated by the Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education.  For more informationBureau for Private Postsecondary Education2535 Capitol Oaks Drive, Suite 400Sacramento California, 95833(888) 370-7589
 
Answer:
Any business wishing to sell or serve alcohol must obtain an alcoholic beverage license.  To 
 
obtain a license you should apply at the                            of the Department of Alcoholic 
 
Beverage Control. For more information
 
 
 
 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control100 Paseo de San Antonio, Room 119San Jose, CA 95113(408) 277-1200
 
Answer:
The California Department of Public Health provides information about certificates, licenses, registrations, and permits for food manufacturers, processors, and distributors, for medical device manufacturers and retailers, for water bottlers, private source operators, bottled water distributors, retail water facility operators, water vending machine operators, and water haulers, residential water treatment devices, and for drug manufacturers and re-packers to obtain licenses from the Food and Drug Branch.  For more information,
 
 
California Department of Public Health100 Paseo de San Antonio, Suite 235San Jose, CA 95113(408) 277-1784(800) 554-0348
 
Answer:
Health care facilities in California are licensed, regulated, inspected, and/or certified by a number of public and private agencies at the state and federal levels, including the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) Licensing and Certification Program (L&C) and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS).  L&C is responsible for ensuring health care facilities comply with state laws and regulations and cooperates with CMS to ensure that facilities accepting Medicare and Medi-Cal payments meet federal requirements.  L&C oversees the certification of nurse assistants, home health aides, hemodialysis technicians, and the licensing of nursing home administrators.
100 Paseo de San Antonio, Suite 235San Jose, CA 95113(408) 277-1784(800) 554-0348
  
 
 
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services200 Independence Avenue, S.W.Washington, D.C. 20201Toll Free: 1-877-696-6775
 
Answer:
Yes. California Department of Social Services issues licenses for care providers.  For more information                           
 
Answer:
The Department of Industrial Relations issues licenses to transporters and supervisors of minors involved in door-to-door sales, and industrial homeworkers.  For more information, visit here.  Department of Industrial Relations100 Paseo de San Antonio, Room 120San Jose, CA 95113(408) 277-1266
 
Answer:
Every person engaged in the business of garment manufacturing must register with the Labor Commissioner. "Garment manufacturing" means sewing, cutting, making, processing, repairing, finishing, assembling, or otherwise preparing any garment or any article of wearing apparel or accessories designed or intended to be worn by any individual for sale or resale by any person or any persons contracting to have those operations performed and other operations and practices in the apparel industry as may be identified in regulations of the Department of Industrial Relations.  For more information
 
 
Department of Industrial RelationsDivision of Labor Standards Enforcement (DLSE)100 Paseo de San Antonio, Room 120San Jose, CA 95113(408) 277-1266
 
Answer:
Every person engaged in the business of car washing & polishing must register with the Labor Commissioner.  For more informationDepartment of Industrial RelationsDivision of Labor Standards Enforcement (DLSE)100 Paseo de San Antonio, Room 120San Jose, CA 95113(408) 277-1266
 
Answer:
Importing or exporting goods is regulated by U.S. Customs and Border Protection.  For more information about duties and regulations, visit here.U.S. Customs Office33 New Montgomery Street, 16th floorSan Francisco, CA 94105(415) 744-1530
 
Answer:
As part of the United States Department of Commerce, the U.S. Commercial Service offers a unique and valuable service to U.S. companies seeking to enhance their growth and competitiveness through export.  San Jose (Silicon Valley) U.S. Export Assistance Center55 South Market St., Suite 1040San Jose, CA 95113408-535-2757
 
Answer:
The Department of Corporations regulates a variety of businesses, including securities brokers and dealers, investment advisers and financial planners, and certain fiduciaries and lenders.  For more informationDepartment of CorporationsOne Sansome Street, Suite 600,San Francisco California, 94104.(415) 972-8559(866) 275-2677
 
Answer:
The Department of Corporations regulates the offer and sale of franchises.  For more informationDepartment of Corporations71 Stevenson Street, Suite 2100San Francisco, CA 94105-2980(415) 972-8559(866) 275-2677
 
Answer:
Department of Motor Vehicles issues Commercial Driver License (CDL), which is required for all professional drivers. For more information 
Answer:
Passenger carriers (limousines, airport shuttles, charter and scheduled bus operators, and others) shall obtain permits or certificates from the California Public Utilities Commission. For more information California Public Utilities Commission505 Van Ness AvenueSan Francisco, CA 94102(415) 703-2782 
Answer:
 
Transportation of Household GoodsThe California Public Utilities Commission licenses and regulates companies that move household goods within California.  For more informationCalifornia Public Utilities Commission505 Van Ness AvenueSan Francisco, CA 94102(415) 703-2782
 
 
Transportation of Property other than Household GoodsTransportation of property, other than household goods, is regulated by the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) and the California Highway Patrol.  Such transportation requires a motor carrier permit from the DMV.  To obtain the permit, please call the DMV at (916) 657-8153 or 
Answer:
 
All businesses that have employees are required to obtain a federal employer identification number from the U.S. Internal Revenue Service for the purposes of withholding and payment of employee taxes.  For more information Internal Revenue Service55 S. Market StreetSan José, CA  95113(408) 817-6747 or (800) 829-1040
Question
Answer:
 
As an employer, you may be required to file with the State of California Employment Development Department for the purpose of withholding employee tax, as well as for meeting unemployment insurance requirements.  For more information Employment Development DepartmentEmployment Tax District Office906 Ruff DrSan José, CA 95110(888) 745-3886
Answer:
 
California employers are required to have workers' compensation insurance, even if they have only one employee.   Workers' compensation insurance provides six basic benefits: medical care, temporary disability benefits, permanent disability benefits, supplemental job displacement benefits or vocational rehabilitation and death benefits.  For additional information Department of Industrial RelationsDivision of Workers' Compensation100 Paseo de San Antonio #241San Jose, CA 95113(408) 277-1246
Answer:
 California Chamber of Commerce is a leading authority on employment law, who helps your company stay compliant with both California and federal laws, and provides all other human resources solutions.  For more information.  
 
California Chamber of Commerce1215 K Street, Suite 1400Sacramento, CA 95814(916) 444-6670
Answer:
The Division of Occupational Safety and Health, better known as Cal/OSHA, protects workers and the public from safety hazards through its Occupational Safety and Health, elevator, amusement ride, aerial tramway, ski lift and pressure vessel inspection programs, and provides consultative assistance to employers.  For more informationDepartment of Industrial RelationsDivision of Occupational Safety and Health (DOSH)100 Paseo de San Antonio, Room 120San Jose, CA 95113(408) 277-1266
Answer:
Division of Labor Standards Enforcement (DLSE) enforces minimum labor standards.  The DLSE issues licenses to employers, farm labor contractors, talent agents, transporters and supervisors of minors involved in door-to-door sales, and industrial homeworkers, certify studio teachers, and approves permits for the payment of less than the minimum wage to employees with a disability and to sheltered workshops. 
 
 For more information
 
 
Department of Industrial RelationsDivision of Labor Standards Enforcement (DLSE)100 Paseo de San Antonio, Room 120San Jose, CA 95113(408) 277-1266
Answer:
The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) is the Federal agency for granting U.S. patents and registering trademarks.  For information on patents, trademarks or intellectual property law United States Patent and Trademark OfficeMadison Buildings (East & West)600 Dulany StreetAlexandria, VA 22314800-786-9199
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