
 
Planning Commission Date: November 14, 2007  Item No. 4 

MILPITAS PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA REPORT 
 
 

Category: Public Hearing Report Prepared by: Judie Gilli

Public Hearing: Yes: __X__ No: _____ 

Notices Mailed On:  Published On:  Posted On:   
 
TITLE: “S” ZONE NO. (SZ2007-19), “S” ZONE AMENDMENT NO’s. 

(SA2007-62) AND (SA2007-63) AND CONDITIONAL USE 
PERMIT NO’s. (UP2007-22), (UP2007-31) AND (UP2007-32) 

Proposal: A request for approval of a sign program for Cisco (office use) on 
three separate adjacent properties.  

Location: 725 Alder Drive, 800 Barber Lane and 707 Tasman Drive 

APN: 086-02-085, -089, -082 

RECOMMENDATION: Approve subject to Findings and Conditions of Approval  

Applicant: Neil Beman, 690 Gibralter Drive, Milpitas, CA 95035 

Property Owner(s): 725 Alder Drive:  Tom Hernandez, 170 W. Tasman Dr. San Jose, 
CA 95134 

 800 Barber Lane: Tom Hernandez, 170 W. Tasman Dr. San Jose, CA 
95134 

 707 Tasman Drive:  Richard Peery, 2560 Mission College Road, 
#101, Santa Clara, CA 95054 

Previous Action(s): Site and Architectural Review for the construction of a new office  
buildings. 

Environmental Info: Categorically exempt from CEQA pursuant to Section 15311 
Accessory Structures (a) On-premise Signs  

General Plan Designation: 725 Alder Drive:  Industrial Park - MP 

 800 Barber Lane: General Commercial – C2 

 707 Tasman Drive:  Industrial Park - MP 

Zoning: 725 Alder Drive:  Industrial Park - MP 

 800 Barber Lane: General Commercial – C2 

 707 Tasman Drive: Industrial Park - MP 

Existing Land Use: 725 Alder Drive:  Cisco offices 

 800 Barber Lane: Cisco Childcare Facilities 

 707 Tasman Drive:  Vacant office buildings 



Cisco Sign Program – November 14, 2007 
“S” ZONE NO. (SZ2007-19), “S” ZONE AMENDMENT NO’s. (SA2007-62) AND (SA2007-63) AND CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 
NO’s. (UP2007-22), (UP2007-31) AND (UP2007-32) 

Agenda Sent To: Applicant and Owners (as noted above) 

Attachments: Sign Program (Attachment A), Project Plans (Attachment B) 

PJ# ‘s 2499, 2505 and 2504 

BACKGROUND 

Cisco Technology (office use) has changed their corporate logo.  They are proposing to change 
out all existing signs and construct new signs with their new logo.  Cisco offices occupies three 
adjacent sites (separate parcels) that contain six buildings total.  Since a sign program runs with 
each individual parcel, the applicant is required to propose three sign programs, one for each 
individual parcel.  The proposed design is consistent throughout the three sign programs.  Staff 
has reviewed all three programs and the analysis is presented in this report. 

 

SITE DESCRIPTION 

725 Alder Drive.   This approximately 73 acres of land with five existing office buildings is 
currently being used by Cisco Technologies (office use).  This site has existing signage that the 
applicant proposes to replace with their new logo. 

800 Barber Lane.  This approximately 7. 36 acres of land with one existing building is currently 
being used by Cisco Technologies (childcare facility). This site has existing signage that the 
applicant proposes to replace with their new logo. 

707 Tasman Drive.  This approximately 26 acres of land has five existing, currently vacant 
office buildings.  Cisco Technologies plans to occupy the buildings in the near future.  The site 
has no existing signage. 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The applicant is proposing three sign programs for three adjacent sites occupied by Cisco 
Technology.  Four types of signs are proposed as part of the sign programs: 

 

 Sign Type A:  Large Monument Size: 9’-5” X 31’-0” Square Feet: 120 

 Sign Type B:  Medium Monument Size: 7’-4” X 20’-4” Square Feet: 60 

 Sign Type C:  Medium Monument 7’-0” X 20’-10.5” Square Feet: 60 

 Sign Type D: Directory 6’-6” X 2’-9” Square Feet: 20 

 

The large and medium monument signs are proposed at main intersections, where there is need 
for signage and adequate space to locate a large sign.  The large and medium monument signs 
are very similar in composition and proportion.  The main difference between the Sign Type A, 
B and C are the dimensions and square footage (stated above).  The directory signs are located in 
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Cisco Sign Program – November 14, 2007 
“S” ZONE NO. (SZ2007-19), “S” ZONE AMENDMENT NO’s. (SA2007-62) AND (SA2007-63) AND CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 
NO’s. (UP2007-22), (UP2007-31) AND (UP2007-32) 

each driveway to the site and intended to guide the user to the desired building.  The following is 
a table of the proposed sign program for each site. 

 

TABLE 1: Proposed Sign Program – 725 Alder Drive 

Proposed Sign Program – 725 Alder Drive 

Planning Application Numbers: SZ2007-19, UP2007-22 

Address: 725 Alder Dr. (Additional Addresses: 771 Alder Dr., 821 Alder Dr., 560 McCarthy 
Blvd., 510 McCarthy Blvd.) 

 

 Address Sign Type Height & 
Width 

Square 
Feet 

Location (see site plan 
for specific location) 

1. 725 Alder Dr. D: Directory 6’-6” X 2’-9” 20 Driveway, Bldg. 20 

2. 725 Alder Dr.   A: Large 
Monument 

9’-5” X 31’-0” 120 Corner, Bldg. 20 

3. 771 Alder Dr. D: Directory 6’-6” X 2’-9” 20 Driveway, Bldg. 21 

4. 821 Alder Dr. B: Medium 
Monument 

7’-4” X 20’-4” 60 Corner, Bldg. 22 

5. 821 Alder Dr. D: Directory 6’-6” X 2’-9” 20 Driveway, Bldg. 22 

6. 821 Alder Dr. D: Directory 6’-6” X 2’-9” 20 Driveway, Bldg. 22 

7. 560 McCarthy Blvd. D: Directory 6’-6” X 2’-9” 20 Driveway, Bldg. 23 

8. 560 McCarthy Blvd. D: Directory 6’-6” X 2’-9” 20 Driveway, Bldg. 23 

9. 510 McCarthy Blvd. C: Medium 
Monument 

7’-0” X 20’-
10.5” 

60 Corner, Bldg. 24 

10. 510 McCarthy Blvd. A: Large 
Monument 

9’-5” X 31’-0” 120 Corner, Bldg. 24 

11. 510 McCarthy Blvd. D: Directory 6’-6” X 2’-9” 20 Driveway, Bldg. 24 

12. 510 McCarthy Blvd. D: Directory 6’-6” X 2’-9” 20 Driveway, Bldg. 24 

SUMMARY 

Twelve Signs (All either monument or directory) 

Total Square Footage Proposed: 540 Square Feet 

Total Square Footage Allowed (by street frontage):  15,060 Square Feet  

TABLE 2: Proposed Sign Program – 800 Barber Lane 
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Cisco Sign Program – November 14, 2007 
“S” ZONE NO. (SZ2007-19), “S” ZONE AMENDMENT NO’s. (SA2007-62) AND (SA2007-63) AND CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 
NO’s. (UP2007-22), (UP2007-31) AND (UP2007-32) 

Proposed Sign Program – 800 Barber Lane 

Planning Application Numbers: SA2007-62, UP2007-31 

Address: 800 Barber Lane 

 

 Address Sign Type Height & 
Width 

Square 
Feet 

Location (see site plan 
for specific location) 

1. 800 Barber Lane D: Directory 
(double sided) 

6’-6” X 2’-9” 40 Driveway – north drive 

2. 800 Barber Lane D: Directory 
(double sided) 

6’-6” X 2’-9” 40 Driveway – center 
drive 

3. 800 Barber Lane D: Directory 
(double sided) 

6’-6” X 2’-9” 40 Driveway – south drive 

 

SUMMARY 

Three Signs (All directory) 

Total Square Footage Proposed: 120 Square Feet 

Total Square Footage Allowed (by street frontage):  506 Square Feet  
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Cisco Sign Program – November 14, 2007 
“S” ZONE NO. (SZ2007-19), “S” ZONE AMENDMENT NO’s. (SA2007-62) AND (SA2007-63) AND CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 
NO’s. (UP2007-22), (UP2007-31) AND (UP2007-32) 

TABLE 3: Proposed Sign Program – 707 Tasman Drive 

Proposed Sign Program – 707 Tasman Drive 

Planning Application Numbers: SA2007-63, UP2007-32 

Address: 707 Tasman Drive (Additional Addresses: 870 Alder Dr., 900 McCarthy Blvd., 1020 
McCarthy Blvd., 855 Tasman Dr.) 

 

 Address Sign Type Height & Width Square 
Feet 

Location (see site plan 
for specific location) 

1. 870 Alder St. C: Medium 
Monument 

7’-0” X 20’-
10.5” 

60 Corner 

2. 870 Alder St. D: Directory 6’-6” X 2’-9” 20 Driveway 

3. 870 Alder St. D: Directory 6’-6” X 2’-9” 20 Driveway 

4. 707 Tasman Drive A: Large 
Monument 

9’-5” X 31’-0” 120 Corner 

5. 707 Tasman Drive D: Directory 6’-6” X 2’-9” 20 Driveway 

6. 707 Tasman Drive D: Directory 6’-6” X 2’-9” 20 Driveway 

7. 707 Tasman Drive D: Directory 6’-6” X 2’-9” 20 Driveway 

8. 900 McCarthy Blvd. B: Medium 
Monument 

9’-10”X 27’-9” 120 Corner (check 
dimensions) 

9. 900 McCarthy Blvd. D: Directory 6’-6” X 2’-9” 20 Driveway 

10. 900 McCarthy Blvd. D: Directory 6’-6” X 2’-9” 20 Driveway 

 

SUMMARY 

Ten Signs (All either monument or directory) 

Total Square Footage Proposed: 440 Square Feet 

Total Square Footage Allowed (by street frontage):  8,040 Square Feet  

 

DESIGN 

The design of the sign is modern with a wide irregular shape.  The colors mainly gray, blue and 
the words Cisco in red.  The monument signs feature a granite and stone base with aluminum 
panel that is internally illuminated.  The word “Cisco” will be made of acrylic letter, individually 
cut out and illuminated.   
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Cisco Sign Program – November 14, 2007 
“S” ZONE NO. (SZ2007-19), “S” ZONE AMENDMENT NO’s. (SA2007-62) AND (SA2007-63) AND CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 
NO’s. (UP2007-22), (UP2007-31) AND (UP2007-32) 

 

GENERAL PLAN CONFORMANCE 

The project conforms with the General Plan.  The proposed project does not conflict with any 
General Plan Principles and Policies, and is consistent with the following General Plan 
Implementing Policies.  

 
2.a-I-3 Encourage economic pursuits which will  
strengthen and promote development through  
stability and balance.  
  
2.a-I-7 Provide opportunities to expand employment,  
participate in partnerships with local business  
to facilitate communication, and promote  
business retention.  

  
Analysis:  The proposed project is consistent with Implementing Policy 2.a-I-3 because it will 
strengthen and promote a business in the city of Milpitas.  The project complies with Policy 2.a-
I-7 in that it promotes business retention. 

 

CONFORMANCE WITH THE ZONING ORDINANCE 

The proposed project conforms to Section XI-30 Chapter 30 Signs.  Sign programs with 
proposed signs that exceed 6 feet require an “S” Zone Application and a Conditional Use Permit, 
both approved by the Planning Commission.  The proposed square footage of the signs are 
within the allowed maximums and the proposed design meets the design guidelines.   

 

CONFORMANCE WITH CEQA 

Staff conducted an environmental assessment in accordance with CEQA and determined that this 
Project is categorically exempt from further environmental review pursuant to Class 1, Section 
15311 (“Accessory Structures (a) On-premise Signs”). 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. Close the Public Hearing.  

2. Approve “S” ZONE NO. (SZ2007-19) AND CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 
(UP2007-22):  A request for approval of a sign program for Cisco (office use) located at 
725 Alder Drive, subject to the Findings and Special Conditions below. 

3. Approve “S” ZONE AMENDMENT NO. (SA2007-62) AND CONDITIONAL USE 
PERMIT NO. (UP2007-31): A request for approval of a sign program for Cisco (office 
use) located at 800 Barber Lane, subject to the Findings and Special Conditions below. 
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Cisco Sign Program – November 14, 2007 
“S” ZONE NO. (SZ2007-19), “S” ZONE AMENDMENT NO’s. (SA2007-62) AND (SA2007-63) AND CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 
NO’s. (UP2007-22), (UP2007-31) AND (UP2007-32) 

4. Approve “S” ZONE AMENDMENT NO. (SA2007-63) AND CONDITIONAL USE 
PERMIT NO. (UP2007-32): A request for approval of a sign program for Cisco (office 
use) located at 707 Tasman Drive, subject to the Findings and Special Conditions below. 

 

FINDINGS FOR CONDITIONAL USE 

A. The proposed use, at the proposed location will not be detrimental or injurious to 
property or improvements in the vicinity nor to the public health, safety or general 
welfare in that it meets the intent of General Plan Policy 2.a-I-3 and 2.a-I-7.  The 
proposed project also conforms to the Zoning Ordinance. 

B. The proposed use is consistent with the Milpitas General Plan in that it meets General 
Plan Policy 2.a-I-3 and 2.a-I-7. 

C. The proposed use is consistent with the Milpitas Zoning Ordinance in that the square 
footage of signage does not exceed the maximum area allowed and the proposed sign 
meets the design guidelines stated in the Zoning Ordinance. 

 

FINDINGS FOR “S” ZONE 

A. The layout of the site and design of the proposed buildings, structures and landscaping 
are compatible and aesthetically harmonious with adjacent and surrounding development 
in that it meets design guidelines for sign per the Zoning Ordinance. 

B. The proposed use is consistent with the Milpitas Zoning Ordinance in that the square 
footage of signage does not exceed the maximum area allowed and the proposed sign 
meets the design guidelines stated in the Zoning Ordinance. 

C. The proposed use is consistent with the Milpitas General Plan in that it meets General 
Plan Policy 2.a-I-3 and 2.a-I-7. 

 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS 

1. Subject to Sign Program (Attachment A) and  project plans (Attachment B). (P) 
 

2. The owner or designee shall develop the approved project in conformance with the 
approved plans and color and materials sample boards approved by the Planning 
Commission on November 14, 2007, in accordance with these Conditions of Approval. 
(P) 

 
3. Any deviation from the approved site plan, floor plans, elevations, materials, colors, 

landscape plan, or other approved submittal shall require that, prior to the issuance of 
building permits, the owner or designee shall submit modified plans and any other 
applicable materials as required by the City for review and obtain the approval of the 
Planning Director or Designee.  If the Planning Director or designee determines that the 
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Cisco Sign Program – November 14, 2007 
“S” ZONE NO. (SZ2007-19), “S” ZONE AMENDMENT NO’s. (SA2007-62) AND (SA2007-63) AND CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 
NO’s. (UP2007-22), (UP2007-31) AND (UP2007-32) 

deviation is significant, the owner or designee shall be required to apply for review and 
obtain approval of the Planning Commission, in accordance with the Zoning Ordinance. 
(P) 

 
4. S-Zone Amendment SA2007-62, SA2007-62  and S-Zone SZ2007-19 shall become null 

and void if the project is not commenced within 18 months from the date of approval.  
Pursuant to Section 64.04-2 of the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Milpitas, since the 
project requires the issuance of a building permit, the project shall not be deemed to have 
commenced until the date of the building permit is issued. (P) 

 
5. Pursuant to Section 64.04-1, the owner or designee shall have the right to request an 

extension of SA2007-62, SA2007-62  and S-Zone SZ2007-19 if said request is made, 
filed and approved by the Planning Commission prior to expiration dates set forth herein. 
(P) 

 
6. The applicant shall not obstruct the noted sight distance areas as indicated on the City 

standard drawing #405.  Overall cumulative height of the grading, landscaping & signs as 
determined by sight distance shall not exceed 2 feet when measured from street elevation.  
The proposed monument and directory signs along property frontage must be located 16-
foot minimum back from the street face of curb, to clear the line of sight and the existing 
Public Service Utility Easement (PSUE). (E) 

 
7. It is the responsibility of the developer to obtain any necessary permits or approvals from 

affected agencies or private parties.   Copies of any approvals or permits must be 
submitted to the City of Milpitas Engineering Division. (E) 

 
8. Prior to building permit issuance, developer must pay all applicable development fees, 

including but not limited to plan check and inspection deposit, and 2.5% building permit 
automation fee. (E) 

 
9. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has empowered the San Francisco 

Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) to administer the National 
Pollution Elimination Discharge System (NPDES) permit.  The NPDES permit requires 
all dischargers including any construction activities to eliminate as much as possible 
pollutants entering our receiving waters. Contact the RWQCB for questions regarding 
your specific requirements at (800) 794-2482. For general information, contact the City 
of Milpitas at (408) 586-3329.  (E) 

 

10. The Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) issued by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) under the National Flood Insurance Program shows this site to be in 
Flood Zone X.  The zone designation is given for information only.   (E) 
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Sign Program – 725 Alder Drive 

Planning Application Numbers: SZ2007-19, UP2007-22 

Address: 725 Alder Dr. (Additional Addresses: 771 Alder Dr., 821 Alder Dr., 560 McCarthy 
Blvd., 510 McCarthy Blvd.) 

 

 Address Sign Type Height & 
Width 

Square 
Feet 

Location (see site plan 
for specific location) 

1. 725 Alder Dr. D: Directory 6’-6” X 2’-9” 20 Driveway, Bldg. 20 

2. 725 Alder Dr.   A: Large 
Monument 

9’-5” X 31’-0” 120 Corner, Bldg. 20 

3. 771 Alder Dr. D: Directory 6’-6” X 2’-9” 20 Driveway, Bldg. 21 

4. 821 Alder Dr. B: Medium 
Monument 

7’-4” X 20’-4” 60 Corner, Bldg. 22 

5. 821 Alder Dr. D: Directory 6’-6” X 2’-9” 20 Driveway, Bldg. 22 

6. 821 Alder Dr. D: Directory 6’-6” X 2’-9” 20 Driveway, Bldg. 22 

7. 560 McCarthy Blvd. D: Directory 6’-6” X 2’-9” 20 Driveway, Bldg. 23 

8. 560 McCarthy Blvd. D: Directory 6’-6” X 2’-9” 20 Driveway, Bldg. 23 

9. 510 McCarthy Blvd. C: Medium 
Monument 

7’-0” X 20’-
10.5” 

60 Corner, Bldg. 24 

10. 510 McCarthy Blvd. A: Large 
Monument 

9’-5” X 31’-0” 120 Corner, Bldg. 24 

11. 510 McCarthy Blvd. D: Directory 6’-6” X 2’-9” 20 Driveway, Bldg. 24 

12. 510 McCarthy Blvd. D: Directory 6’-6” X 2’-9” 20 Driveway, Bldg. 24 

SUMMARY 

Twelve Signs (All either monument or directory) 

Total Square Footage Proposed: 540 Square Feet 

Total Square Footage Allowed (by street frontage):  15,060 Square Feet  
 



 

 

Sign Program – 800 Barber Lane 

Planning Application Numbers: SA2007-62, UP2007-31 

Address: 800 Barber Lane 

 

 Address Sign Type Height & 
Width 

Square 
Feet 

Location (see site plan 
for specific location) 

1. 800 Barber Lane D: Directory 
(double sided) 

6’-6” X 2’-9” 40 Driveway – north drive 

2. 800 Barber Lane D: Directory 
(double sided) 

6’-6” X 2’-9” 40 Driveway – center 
drive 

3. 800 Barber Lane D: Directory 
(double sided) 

6’-6” X 2’-9” 40 Driveway – south drive 

 

SUMMARY 

Three Signs (All directory) 

Total Square Footage Proposed: 120 Square Feet 

Total Square Footage Allowed (by street frontage):  506 Square Feet  
 



 

 
 

Sign Program – 707 Tasman Drive 

Planning Application Numbers: SA2007-63, UP2007-32 

Address: 707 Tasman Drive (Additional Addresses: 870 Alder Dr., 900 McCarthy Blvd., 1020 
McCarthy Blvd., 855 Tasman Dr.) 

 

 Address Sign Type Height & Width Square 
Feet 

Location (see site plan 
for specific location) 

1. 870 Alder St. C: Medium 
Monument 

7’-0” X 20’-
10.5” 

60 Corner 

2. 870 Alder St. D: Directory 6’-6” X 2’-9” 20 Driveway 

3. 870 Alder St. D: Directory 6’-6” X 2’-9” 20 Driveway 

4. 707 Tasman Drive A: Large 
Monument 

9’-5” X 31’-0” 120 Corner 

5. 707 Tasman Drive D: Directory 6’-6” X 2’-9” 20 Driveway 

6. 707 Tasman Drive D: Directory 6’-6” X 2’-9” 20 Driveway 

7. 707 Tasman Drive D: Directory 6’-6” X 2’-9” 20 Driveway 

8. 900 McCarthy Blvd. B: Medium 
Monument 

9’-10”X 27’-9” 120 Corner  

9. 900 McCarthy Blvd. D: Directory 6’-6” X 2’-9” 20 Driveway 

10. 900 McCarthy Blvd. D: Directory 6’-6” X 2’-9” 20 Driveway 

 

SUMMARY 

Ten Signs (All either monument or directory) 

Total Square Footage Proposed: 440 Square Feet 

Total Square Footage Allowed (by street frontage):  8,040 Square Feet  
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Global Sign Standards

San Jose/Milpitas Campus Sign Program

Building 25

10 September, 2007 (City Submittal)
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Global Sign Standards
Milpitas Campus Sign Program - Expansion Site 5A 
City Submittal

September 10, 2007

Expansion Site 5A
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Global Sign Standards
Milpitas Campus Sign Program - Expansion Site 5A
City Submital

September 10 2007
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Global Sign Standards
Milpitas Campus Sign Program - Expansion Site 5A
City Submital

September 10 2007
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Global Sign Standards

Milpitas Campus Sign 

Programming - City Sumbmittal

24 July, 2007

Site 5



July 20, 2007

Parcel Street Frontage
Allowed 

Sign Qty

Proposed 

Sign Qty

BLDG 20 Alder Drive 469 Ft 2 1

Barber Lane 622 Ft 2 0

Tasman Drive 912 Ft 2 1

BLDG 21 Barber Lane 727 Ft 2 1

BLDG 22 Alder Drive 817 Ft 2 2

McCarthy Blvd. 742 Ft 2 1

BLDG 23 Barber Lane 737 Ft 2 1

McCarthy Blvd. 508 Ft 2 1

BLDG 24 Barber Lane 260 Ft 1 1

Bellew Drive 1,103 Ft 2 2

McCarthy Blvd. 633 Ft 2 2
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