
  AGENDA ITEM: IX.2 

MILPITAS PLANNING COMMISSION 
AGENDA REPORT 

 

PUBLIC HEARING  Meeting Date: October 13, 2010 

 
APPLICATION: CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. UP09-0040 AND MINOR 

SITE DEVELOPMENT NO. MS09-0011 
 
APPLICATION  
SUMMARY: A request to install two new 24’ tall satellite dish antennae on 7' 

tall concrete pedestals and associated site improvements in the rear 
parking lot area behind an existing industrial building 

LOCATION: 461 S. Milpitas Blvd. (APN: 086-42-016) 

APPLICANT: Globalstar Inc., 461 S. Milpitas Blvd., Milpitas, CA 95118 

OWNER: Adaptec Inc., 461 S. Milpitas Blvd., Milpitas, CA 95118 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends that the Planning Commission: 
 Adopt Resolution No. 10-004, approving the project subject to 

the conditions of approval. 
 
PROJECT DATA: 

General Plan/ 
Zoning Designation: Manufacturing & Warehousing / Heavy Industrial (M2) 
 
Overlay: Site and Architectural Review Overlay District (-S). 
   
CEQA Determination: Categorically exempt from further environmental review pursuant 

to Section 15303 of the California Environmental Quality Act 
Guidelines.   

  
PLANNER: Cindy Hom, Assistant Planner  
 
PJ: 2609 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  A. Resolution No.  
 B. Project Plans 
 C. Memo dated August 26, 2016 
 D. 9/20/10 Telecommunication Commission Meeting Minutes 
 E.  Telecommunication Questionnaire Form 
 F.  Power Density Study 
 G.  FCC License 
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BACKGROUND 
On April 14, 2010, the Planning Commission continued the item to allow time for the applicant 
to work with adjacent neighbors’ to address their concerns and to allow for a Telecommunication 
Commission review of the project which occurred on September 20, 2010.   The 
Telecommunication Commission reviewed the project and directed Globalstar to report back its 
October 18 meeting with a resolution to Magic Technology’s request for a third party study on 
the Radio Frequency (RF) emission.  A copy of the Telecommunication Commission meeting 
minutes are provided in Attachment D.   
 
During the course of the year, the applicant has meet with the adjacent neighbor, Magic 
Technologies on April 21, 2010, May 12, 2010 and August 25, 2010 to resolve the following 
concerns: 
 

1. Loss of Parking Spaces - Globalstar has relocated the proposed antennae and equipment 
to be located on their leased half of the parking area. 

 
2. Interference to Magic’s existing line-of-sight microwave link between Magic and 

Headway – Magic Technology existing line-of-site microwave link operates at the 
unlicensed U-NII band of 5.25 to 5.35 GHz and 5.725 to 5.825 GHz under the FCC rules 
whereas Globalstar’s proposed facility is licensed and operates at 5.091 to 5.25 GHz to 
6.875 to 7.055 GHz receive bands and therefore the frequencies are outside of the U-NII 
band. Furthermore, the antennae will not operate lower than 10 degree elevation angle.  
Globalstar will incorporate a masking profile to prevent the antennae from pointing 
directly to Magic’s line of sight antennae.   

 
3. Potential radiation effects and health risk – Globalstar’s proposed satellite facility are 

within the FCC thresholds for emission levels.  Globalstar also agreed to have an 
independent third-party study to measure the power density of the proposed satellite 
antennae that will be prepared prior to the installation of the facility. 

 
A copy of the correspondence is provided in Globalstar’s memo dated August 26, 2010 and its 
follow up dated September 11, 2010. (Attachment C) 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The project proposal entails deletion of 28 parking spaces and approximately 272 square feet of 
landscaping not required by city ordinance or conditions of approval, to allow for the installation 
of two 18-foot diameter satellite antennae located in the rear parking lot area.  Each of the 
proposed satellite antennae measure 24 feet in height and are mounted on top of a seven foot tall 
concrete pedestal and will be enclosed by eight foot tall metal security fencing.   
 
The project site is located on the southwest of the intersection at South Milpitas Boulevard and 
Topaz Street and is developed with two buildings that provide approximately 160,570 square feet 
of building area, landscaping, and surface parking.  The project is zoned Heavy Industrial and 
surrounded by other industrial buildings and uses.   A vicinity map of the project site is shown on 
the previous page. 
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Development Standards 
The project proposes two new exterior equipment areas (approximately 1,750 square foot) to 
allow installation of two 24-tall, 18-foot diameter satellite antennae that are installed on top of a 
7-foot tall concrete platform.  Staff recommends as a condition of approval, the applicant install 
a two-inch curbing around the concrete platforms to provide a buffer between the equipment and 
drive aisle.  
 
Table 1 demonstrates compliance with development standards for the Heavy Industrial (M2) 
Zone. 
 

Table 1:  
M2 Development Standards 

 
 Zoning Ordinance Proposed Antennae 

Installation 

Setbacks (Minimum)   

Front to Primary Structure 35’ Complies-152’ 

Interior None Complies 

Rear None Complies 

Floor Area Ratio (Maximum) 0.40 Complies-0.33 

Building Height (Maximum) 

None; however any structure 
exceeding 3 stories or 35’ 

required Planning 
Commission approval 

31’-1 3/4”  

Parking (Minimum)may be 
discussed in  the section below 487 Complies-605 

Landscaping (Minimum) Front and Street side Complies  
 
Parking 
The project site currently provides 633 parking spaces.  The project proposal removes 28 parking 
spaces to accommodate the antenna facilities and the subsequent realignment of the fire access 
lane.  As demonstrated in the below table, the deletion of 28 parking spaces will result in the 
project site maintaining compliance with the zoning ordinance. The table below confirms 
compliance for the project site.  

 
Table 2 

Required Parking 
 

Building  Building 
sq.ft. 

Parking Ratio Parking 
Required 

Bldg. 5 59,370 1 per  300 sq.ft. 197 
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Building  Building 
sq.ft. 

Parking Ratio Parking 
Required 

Bldg. 6 108,855 1 per  350 sq.ft. 289 
Total number of parking spaces required 487 
Total number of existing parking spaces  633 
Total number of parking spaces to be removed  28 
Total number of parking spaces provided with 
project 

605 

 
 
Internal Circulation 
There are two driveway entrances that allow vehicle access to the Globalstar facility from South 
Milpitas Boulevard.   The existing circulation consists of drive aisles that provide access to 
parking on the south, west, and north side of the building.  The project would result in the 
removal of parking spaces along the west side of building to allow for the installation of the 
satellite facility and realignment of the fire lane.  Staff recommends as a condition of approval 
that prior to building permit issuance, the applicant shall realign the drive aisle to the approval of 
the Fire Department.  
 
ADOPTED PLANS AND ORDINANCES CONSISTENCY 

General Plan 
The table below outlines the project’s consistency with applicable General Plan Guiding 
Principles and Implementing Policies: 
 

Table 3  
General Plan Consistency 

 
Policy Consistency Finding 
2.a-I-3: 

Encourage economic pursuits which will 
strengthen and promote development 
through stability and balance. 

Consistent.  The project would encourage 
economic pursuits by supporting the research 
and development of new satellite 
communication technology and promotes 
business retention. 

 
Zoning Ordinance 
The project proposal is consistent with the Zoning Ordinance in that the layout of the site and 
design of the enclosures are compatible and aesthetically harmonious with adjacent and 
surrounding development by utilizing colors and material that complement the surrounding 
buildings.  The proposed location would minimize visual impact from South Milpitas Boulevard 
because the proposed antennae would be obscured from view behind a two story industrial 
building.  The proposed antennae also will not be detrimental or injurious to the property or 
improvements in the vicinity nor to the public health, safety, and general welfare in that the 
structure will not obstruct access to air or light or otherwise pose any physical engineering risks.  
Radio Frequency (RF) emissions standards are addressed below.  
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RF Emissions 
The Federal Communications Commission heavily regulates RF emissions.  Globalstar has 
represented that it is a common carrier running an experimental and development facility subject 
to FCC licensing and is thus exempt from local RF emission regulation under federal law.  Such 
documentation is being reviewed by City staff.  The FCC has established guidelines that place 
limits on human exposure to RF fields and Globalstar represents that it will be operating well 
within those safety limits.  These guidelines have been endorsed by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and the Food and Drug Administration.  As mentioned above, Globalstar has 
also agreed to the conduct of an independent third-party study to measure the power density 
(emissions) of the proposed satellite antennae to address concerns raised by neighboring uses.  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 
The Planning Division conducted an initial environmental assessment of the project in 
accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  Staff determined that the 
project is categorically exempt from further environmental review pursuant to Section 15303(e) 
and 15311 of the CEQA guidelines because the project includes minor accessory structures that 
are incidental to the principal use of the site and the existing structures thereon. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT/OUTREACH 
Staff publicly noticed the application in accordance with City and State law.  As of the time of 
writing this report, there have been no inquiries from the public. 
 
CONCLUSION 
The project is consistent with the General Plan in that it encourages economic pursuits and 
furthers the research and development of satellite technology.  The project also conforms to the 
Milpitas Zoning Ordinance in that the project complies with the development standards and set 
back requirements.  The proposed location for the satellite facility is suitable and appropriate 
because it is within the valley floor on an existing industrial site and concealed from views on 
South Milpitas Boulevard.  As conditioned, the project will not be injurious or detrimental to 
property, improvements, and public safety and general welfare. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
STAFF RECOMMENDS THAT the Planning Commission close the public hearing and adopt 
Resolution No. 10-004 approving Conditional Use Permit No. UP09-0040 and Minor Site 
Development Permit No. MS09-0011, subject to the Conditions of Approval. 
 
Attachments: 

A. Resolution No. 10-004 
B. Project Plans 
C. Memo dated August 26, 2010 
D. 9/20/10 Telecommunication Commission Meeting Minutes 

 E.  Telecommunication Questionnaire Form 
 F.  Power Density Study 

G.  FCC License 
 



ATTACHMENT A. 

RESOLUTION NO. 10-004 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF MILPITAS, 
CALIFORNIA, APPROVING CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. UP09-0040 AND 
MINOR SITE DEVELOPMENT PERMIT NO. MS09-0011, TO CONSTRUCT TWO 

NEW 24’ TALL ANTENNAE WITH ENCLOSURES, LOCATED AT  
461 S. MILPITAS BLVD. 

 
WHEREAS, on September 22, 2009, an application was submitted by Hugo Ojeda, 998 

Park Ave., San Jose, CA 95126, A request to construct two new 24’ tall antennae with enclosures 
at 461 S. Milpitas Blvd.  The property is located within the Heavy Industrial Zoning district 
(APN 086-42-016); and 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Division completed an environmental assessment for the 
project in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and recommends 
that the Planning Commission determine this project categorically exempt from further 
environmental review; and 
 

WHEREAS, on January 13, 2010, the Planning Commission held a duly noticed public 
hearing on the subject application, and continued the item and to the January 27, 2010 Planning 
Commission Meeting; and 

 
WHEREAS, on January 27, 2010, the Planning Commission held a duly noticed public 

hearing on the subject application, and considered evidence presented by City staff, the 
applicant, and other interested parties, and tabled the item to a date uncertain to address 
unresolved issues with the project.   

 
WHEREAS, on April 14, 2010, the Planning Commission held a duly noticed public 

hearing on the subject application, and considered evidence presented by City staff, the 
applicant, and other interested parties.  The Planning Commission continued the item to its July 
14, 2010 meeting; and  

 
WHEREAS, on July 14, 2010, the Planning Commission held a duly noticed public 

hearing on the subject application and was continued to September 8,2010 Planning Commission 
meeting; and  
 

WHEREAS, on September 8, 2010, the Planning Commission held a duly noticed public 
hearing on the subject application, and considered evidence presented by City staff, the 
applicant, and other interested parties, and tabled the item to a date uncertain; and 

 
 
WHEREAS, on October 13, 2010, the Planning Commission held a duly noticed public 

hearing on the subject application, and considered evidence presented by City staff, the 
applicant, and other interested parties.   
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NOW THEREFORE, the Planning Commission of the City of Milpitas hereby finds, 
determines and resolves as follows: 

 
Section 1: The recitals set forth above are true and correct and incorporated herein by 

reference. 
 
Section 2: Categorically exempt from further environmental review pursuant to Section 

15303(e) of the California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines in that the project consisting of 
installation of two satellite antenna structures and minor alteration in land is incidental to the 
principal use of the site. 

 
Section 3:  The project proposal is consistent with the General Plan Policies 2.a-I-3 and 

in that encourages economic pursuits and business retention by allowing an existing Milpitas 
business to further their research and development of satellite technology.   

 
Section 4: With respect to the Conditional Use Permit:  
 
a. The proposed antennae also will not be detrimental or injurious to the property or 

improvements in the vicinity nor to the public health, safety, and general welfare in that the 
proposed RF emissions are within the FCC limitations for human exposure to RF fields.  The 
project will not be injurious to property in that will not affect the operations of adjacent uses.  
The project provide for adequate parking and circulation. 

 
b. The proposed use is consistent with the Milpitas Zoning Ordinance in that the project 

complies with the development standards for the Heavy Industrial Zone and Milpitas Parking 
Ordinance.  

 
c.  The project provides for an aesthetic and harmonious development in that it utilitzes 

materials and colors that complement the building and is concealed from views on South 
Milpitas Boulevard. 

 
Section 5: With respect to the Minor Site Development Permit: 
 
a. The development recognizes and respects the nature of the neighborhood and site, 

development patterns, materials used, and the expectations of those who will see and use the site 
in that this Globalstar is a research and development facility for satellite technology.  The project 
site is located in the valley floor Heavy Industrial Zone  

 
b. The development assures that modifications satisfy functional requirements, and 

screened with appropriate compatible materials in that the proposed satellite facility is concealed 
behind an industrial building and will not be visible from South Milpitas Boulevard.  The 
structures would utilize material and colors that complement the building. 

c. The development assures that the modification will not interfere with the privacy, quiet 
enjoyment or view of the surrounding properties in that the project site is not located near any 
residential uses or any scenic resources.   
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Section 6: The Planning Commission of the City of Milpitas hereby approves 
Conditional Use Permit No. UP09-0040 and Minor Site Development Permit No. MS09-0011, 
subject to the above Findings, and Conditions of Approval attached hereto as Exhibit 1.   
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the Planning Commission of the City of 
Milpitas on October 13, 2010. 
 

 
Chair 

 
TO WIT: 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the following resolution was duly adopted at a regular meeting of 
the Planning Commission of the City of Milpitas on October 13, 2010, and carried by the 
following roll call vote:  
 

COMMISSIONER AYES NOES ABSENT ABSTAIN 

Cliff Williams     

Lawrence Ciardella     

Sudhir Mandal     

Gurdev Sandhu     

Steve Tao     

Noella Tabladillo     

Mark Tiernan     

John Luk     
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EXHIBIT 1 
 

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. UP09-0041 AND MINOR SITE DEVELOPMENT 

PERMIT NO. MS09-0011 
A request to construct two new 24’ tall antennae with enclosures. 

461 S. Milpitas Blvd. (APN: 086-42-016) 
 
General Conditions 
 
1. The owner or designee shall develop the approved project in conformance with the plans and 

color and materials sample boards approved by the Planning Commission on October 13, 
2010, in accordance with these Conditions of Approval. 

 
 Any deviation from the approved site plan, floor plans, elevations, materials, colors, or other 

approved submittal shall require that, prior to the issuance of building permits, the owner or 
designee shall submit modified plans and any other applicable materials as required by the 
City for review and obtain the approval of the Planning Director or Designee.  If the Planning 
Director or designee determines that the deviation is significant, the owner or designee shall 
be required to apply for review and obtain approval of the Planning Commission, in 
accordance with the Zoning Ordinance. (P) 
 

2. UP09-0040 and MS09-0011 shall become null and void if the project is not commenced 
within 18 months from the date of approval.  Pursuant to Section 64.06(2) of the Zoning 
Ordinance of the City of Milpitas. If the project requires the issuance of a building permit, 
the project shall be deemed to have commenced when the date of the building permit is 
issued and/or a foundation is completed, if a foundation is a part of the project. If the project 
does not require the issuance of a building permit, the project shall be deemed to have 
commenced when dedication of any land or easement is required or complies with all legal 
requirements necessary to commence the use, or obtains an occupancy permit, whichever is 
sooner. 

 
 Pursuant to Section 64.06(1), the owner or designee shall have the right to request an 

extension of UP09-0040 and MS09-0011 if said request is made, filed and approved by the 
Planning Commission prior to expiration dates set forth herein.  (P) 

 
3. If at the time of application for permit there is a project job account balance due to the City 

for recovery of review fees, review of permits will not be initiated until the balance is paid in 
full. (P) 

 
4. Prior to the issuance of building permits, the owner or designee shall include within the 

four first pages of the working drawings for a plan check, a list of all conditions of 
approval imposed by the final approval of the project. (P) 

5. The applicant shall install a minimum two-inch curb buffer around the proposed concrete 
platforms, as shown on Engineering Exhibit “S” dated 10/5/10. (E) 
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6. Prior to building permit issuance, the applicant shall reconfigure the fire lane to at the 
approval of the Fire Department. (F) 

 
   
 
 
 
(P) = Planning 
(B) = Building 
(E) = Engineering 
(F) = Fire Prevention  
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1 PLAN (CONCRETE PLATFORM)

2 ELEVATION

5 ELEVATION (ROTATION ABOUT FIXED AXIS) 4 SIDE VIEW
FOR REFERENCE ONLY FOR REFERENCE ONLY

G

31/32" X 1/8"
c 3/16"

1 x 3/16"

7/16" x 1"
G

G

5 3/16"

M

L

I

3 15/16"
H1

H

2 7/16"

H                 PANEL HEIGHT                       UP TO 144" HIGH 
H1               ANCHORE LENGTH*               8" UP TO 60" HIGH
                                                                    10" UP TO 80" HIGH
                                                                    12" UP TO 96" HIGH
                                                                    18" OVER 96" HIGH 
I                   POST WIDTH                          78-3/4" MAXIMUM 
L                  PANEL WIDTH                        78-7/16" MAXIMUM 
M                 WIDTH OF GRILLE                 73-11/32" MAXIMUM 
G                 LUG PROJECTION                 2-7/16" MAXIMUM 
                    POST SIZE*                             2-1/2" X 5/16" FLAT BAR UP TO 60" HIGH
                                                                     3-1/2" X 5/16" FLAT BAR UP TO 96" HIGH
                                                                     2" X 2" SQUARE TUBE OVER 96" HIGH 

*FINAL DETERMINATION OF ANCHORE LENGTH AND POST SIZE IS BASED ON PANEL
 SIZE, SITE CONDITIONS AND DESIGN CONSIDERATION. 

6 PROPOSED HIGH SECURITY FENCE
FOR REFERENCE ONLY

1
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ATTACHMENT D 

City of Milpitas 
Unapproved Minutes 

Telecommunications Commission 
September 20, 2010 

 
 
I.  Call to Order & Roll Call: 

Vice Chair D. Gupta called the meeting to order. 
 
Members Present   R. Shaw, I. Munir, D. Gupta, W. Lam, S. 
Ahjua, K. Bohan, N. Gupta, H. Tran, S. Bansal  
 
I.S. Staff:  B. Marion, E. Pasion     
 
City Council:  A. Gomez 
 
 
Members Absent:   A. Alcorn 
 

II. Pledge of Allegiance: 
The members of the Commission recited the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 

III. Announcements: Staff reported that Chair Alcorn was away on business and was 
excused from the meeting. 
  

IV. Approval of the Agenda: 
 

Motion to approve the agenda as submitted. 
 
M/S   N. Gupta / H. Tran  Ayes:  9 
 

V.  Approval of the Minutes: 
 
August 16 minutes were reviewed by the members of the 
Telecom commission.  Vice Chair D. Gupta requested several 
corrections to the meetings for final approval.  
 
Motion to approve the minutes as submitted. 
 
M/S  R. Shaw / S. Bansal  Ayes:   9 
 

VI. Citizen’s Forum:   
No comments made for the record. 
 

VII. New and Continued Business: 
 

1. Globalstar Satellite Review 461 S. Milpitas Blvd. 
 

Cindy Hom, with the City’s Planning Department, provided a 
summary for a request to install two 18’ rotatable satellite dishes 
to be located at 461 South Milpitas boulevard.  The two dishes 
would be situated on north parking lot between Globalstar and 
Magic Technologies.  The plans have been reviewed by the 
City’s Planning and Fire Inspection departments and the 
applicant has received approval and an operations license from 

 1
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the Federal Communications Commission for the two satellite 
dishes.  Globalstar plans to use the two dishes for experimental 
development. 
 
Commissioner Bohan requested clarity of Globalstar’s 
experimental development plans for this location. 
 
Mr. Wen Doong, Director of Engineering and Operations at 
Globalstar, Milpitas, noted the two satellite dishes would be used 
primarily for experimental development of new mobile satellite 
communications technologies.   He added that Globalstar’s 
Milpitas business location is involved in developing, testing and 
validating new mobile satellite technologies for their business 
partners.  He added that Globalstar currently operates 48 low 
Earth orbit satellites.  Globalstar will be increasing its satellites 
inventory to 24 in the next several months as it develops and 
tests new second generation ground equipment for mobile 
satellite phones. The work involving the two dishes will be used 
to track over-the-air satellites and communicate with Globalstar’s 
low Earth orbit satellite network. 
 
Vice Chair D. Gupta noted that the dishes are away from the 
South Milpitas Blvd.  Mr. Doong noted that angle of the dishes 
will operate at a ten degree elevation or higher and will not 
operate below that elevation. 
 
Commission Bansal noted that health concerns indicated by 
Magic Technologies which in located adjacent to the proposed 
two 18 foot satellite dishes.   
 
Mr. Doong outlined the three items of concern by Magic 
Technologies:  Parking Space, Interference with existing 
communications link and possible Health Impacts.   
 
Mr. Doong reported that Globalstar and Magic have met and 
discussed the concerns over the past five months involving this 
proposed satellite dish installation.  He added that Globalstar 
and Magic were in agreement with the parking allocation 
concerns.  There will be no parking spaces removed for this 
installation.  Globalstar has worked with City of Milpitas and the 
property landlord and all are in agreement.  As for the possible 
interference of Magic’s wireless communications link, Globalstar 
noted that it dishes operate on a completely different frequency 
there would be no interference with Magic’s communications link.  
Globalstar will offer to do a power measurement study once the 
two dishes are installed to address Magic’s concerns.  Globalstar 
will also mask the antennas to avoid any interference with 
Magic’s operations. As for the final item regarding health 
concerns involving the installation satellite dishes in close 
approximation of Magic’s building, Mr. Doong stated that the two 
dishes operate within the FCC’s prescribed health and safety 
guidelines do not believe there would be any concerns involving 
health issues. 
 
Mr. Nabil Arnaout, Senior Facilities Manager for Magic 
Technologies, located next door to Globalstar, noted that the 
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employees of Magic Technologies are concerned with unknown 
health and radiation issues.  He asked that Globalstar conduct a 
third part power study to address Magic’s concerns.  He noted 
that Globalstar denied their request based on previously 
approved documentation and guidelines dictated by the FCC.  
Magic was seeking complete validation and an approved study 
to alleviate their health and radiation concerns.  He requested 
the commission’s support to conduct a power density and 
radiation evaluation. 
 
Vice Chair D. Gupta suggested that there should be a power-
radiation study conducted by a third party to address Magic 
Technologies’ health concerns.  Commissioner Bohan added 
that FCC may be able provide direction and assistance on 
alleviating the concerns that may or may not be apparent. 
 
Mr. Arnaout reiterated that Magic Technology’s employees are 
concerned.  He added that there needs to be additional safe 
guards that can be conveyed to their employees. 
 
Commission Lam asked if Magic requested and third parties that 
can be hired to conduct and power density study.  Mr. Arnaout 
added that they have not done a third party independent study 
as of yet. 
 
Mr. Doong noted Globalstar has worked with the FCC on this 
matter, where they received approval, for sixteen other satellite 
locations currently in operation.  They are willing to work with 
Magic to address there concerns.  Globalstar has already been 
given FCC approval to operate the two proposed dishes.  He 
added Globalstar will conduct power density and radio frequency 
measurement testing to accommodate and comfort Magic 
Technologies’ concerns on the matter.  He added that the two 
satellites would not steer within the direction of Magic 
Technologies building direction.  He noted that the concerns 
were primarily based on human fear of the unknown of the 
technology being used by Globalstar.   
 
Vice Chair D. Gupta added that other existing Globalstar dishes 
operate on the same technology and that data can be used to 
demonstrate and provide validation to Magic’s health concerns. 
 
Mr. Arnaout noted that none of the dishes used for comparison 
are not located anywhere near businesses like the one being 
requested. 
 
Commission S. Ajhuja asked if a simulation can be done with 
another location that can be done for data gathering information. 
 
Commission Munir noted that there are other C-Band satellite 
dishes that operate on a similar technology in Santa Clara 
County. 
 
Commissioner Bohan noted that if the satellite technology is 
within FCC operational guidelines there is no reason to deny the 
application request.  He added that if the satellite operates within 
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the prescribed guidelines and insures that does not exceed the 
FCC guidelines.  If out of compliance then the satellites must be 
shut down.  Mr. Doong added if the ever the satellite dishes fell 
out of compliance of the FCC guidelines the dishes would be 
shutdown.   
 
Commissioner Bansal also reiterated the fact a third party study 
be conducted to appease Magic Technologies concerns over the 
power and radiation usage of the two satellite dishes.  Vice Chair 
D. Gupta concurred.   Commission Bohan didn’t think that a third 
party would be not being of any help since that the technology 
has already been certified and approved by the FCC.  A 
projected study or simulation data will not answer Magic’s 
questions. 
 
Mr. Doong requested to move forward with the approval of the 
project and will work with Magic on the outstanding issues.  He 
added that to do a technology test once a year will not yield 
usable and satisfactory data to report.  He added the installation 
of the dishes is on tight schedule for completion. 
 
Vice Chair D. Gupta requested that Globalstar return to the 
October 18 commission meeting to provide a status and 
outcome between Globalstar and Magic Technologies.   
 
Ms. Hom reiterated that the commission cannot regulate based 
on RF emissions.  The city can only suggest some possible 
solutions for this project.  
 
Mr. Doong believes that there can be a solution and resolution 
for all parties to come to a consensus.   
 
Mr. Arnaout noted he looks forward to working on addressing 
Magic’s health concerns and come to a workable agreement 
before next month’s meeting. 
 
Vice Chair D. Gupta suggested that the two talk more and come 
back on October 18 meeting.  The Commission cannot stop the 
approval but would like Globalstar to satisfy Magic’s concerns.  
 
Commissioner Shaw asked if the Fire Dept reviewed.  Staff 
noted that various city department have reviewed than project 
and provide comments   
 
Vice Chair D. Gupta added that the concerns needs to be put 
into agreement and documented that a both parties find 
acceptable. 

 
Motion to have Globalstar return with a proposal to address the 
safety concerns of Magic Technology involving the installation of 
two satellite dishes at 461 S. Milpitas Blvd and report back at the 
October 18 meeting for a final review. 
 
M/S   S. Bansal / H. Tran  Ayes:  9 
 

     2. Payroll Demonstration. 
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Bill Marion, the City’s Director of Information Services, provided 
a summary of an online payroll pilot project.  The program was 
designed and developed by the City’s Information Services staff.  
The online payroll pilot project was developed to address the 
commission’s recent review of the City’s payroll processing work-
flow.  Staff reported that the Information Services department 
staff will conduct a pilot test of the online payroll program first 
before deploying throughout the city workforce.    
 
The commission asked will there be accommodations made for 
staffs that do not have access to computers.  Staff added that 
there will still be paper timecards made for those employees who 
do not have direct access to a city computer.   
 
The Commission requested another follow up on the payroll pilot 
project during their October 18 meeting. 
 
Motion to note, receipt and file. 
 
M/S   N. Gupta / W. Lam  Ayes:  9 
 

    3. August Information Services Report 
 

The commission deferred the August monthly report to the 
October 18th commission meeting. 
 

     4. Round Table Discussion 
No comments made by the commission. 

 
 

VIII. Adjournment of Meeting: 
Meeting adjourned to October 18, 2010. 
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