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BACKGROUND 
On May 25, 2011, the Planning Commission received a report on the current mobile food truck 
trend that included a general overview of various types of standards and permit processes that 
cities typically require for mobile vending businesses.  It was noted that staff had received no 
complaints regarding the operation of mobile vendors within the City.   
 
The Planning Commission directed staff to look into the possibility of implementing a separate 
vendor permit in addition to our existing requirements.  This report summarizes staff’s surveys 
of neighboring cities’ street vendor ordinances and permit processes.  The cities that were 
surveyed included cities of Sunnyvale, San Jose, and Mountain View.  The cities were chosen 
because of their proximity to Milpitas and because they have implemented a permit process for 
mobile vendors.  Because these cities are charter cities it may not be possible to use their process 
exactly since certain aspects are superseded by state laws for Milpitas being a general law city. 
The survey results are summarized in Attachment A.  Copies of the Ordinances are found in 
Attachments B through D.  It should also be noted that while these particular ordinances have not 
been challenged in court to staff’s knowledge, the law in this area is developing.   Food vendor 
associations have challenged several California city ordinances that have attempted to impose 
outright bans on food vending in certain neighborhoods or overly short parking (business) times 
at any one location.  But there are currently few binding court decisions in this field at this time.       
 
SUMMARY 
The summaries below indicate the type of permits or sub-permits, the basic performance 
standards; the decision-maker and permit fee.  
 
City of Sunnyvale 

 The City of Sunnyvale requires a Mobile Vendor Permit to be issued to mobile vendors 
that sell fresh cut flowers and prepared foodstuff.    

 
 The ordinance consists of standards, requirements and procedures for the location and 

operations of the mobile vendors. Some of the requirements/performance standards 
include limitations of signage, minimum standards for trash collection, cleaning deposit, 
and a 300-foot distance requirement from another mobile vendor.   

 
 The approvals and revocations of Mobile Vendor Permit are issued by the Director of 

Community Development.  If a permit request is denied, it can be appealed to the City 
Council with a public hearing.    

 
 The fee for the Mobile Vendor Permit is $320 plus a $184 Cleaning deposit for large 

events.   
 
City of San Jose 

 The City of San Jose requires three separate permits to operate any mobile vending 
business.  The three permits include a Peddler’s Business License which is required for 
the operations of a peddler business within the city; a Peddler Employee Permit which is 
required for its employees; and an Approved Location Permit which allows the peddler 
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business to operate at fixed locations within the city such as streets, sidewalks, and public 
right-of-way.   

 
 The City of San Jose Ordinance include performance standards for operating hours, 

general noise requirements, identification display requirements, parking and congestion 
restrictions.  The ordinance grants exceptions for peddler businesses that participate in 
special events.   

 
 Peddler Business permits are issued by the Chief of Police.   

 
 The fees for the Approved Location Permit are $456 for new business permits and $210 

for renewals.  There another is another $210 fee amount required for employee licenses.  
Mobile Peddlers is a $210 fee for the business permit and employee license. 

   
City of Mountain View   

 The City of Mountain View requires street and food vendors to obtain a Street Vendor 
Permit.   The Street Vendor Permit requires street/food vendors to obtain a business 
license and street vendor permit as well as all other applicable permits such as a Resale 
Permit and County Health Permit.   

 
 There are also additional regulations that apply to vendors that operate outside of the 

downtown area.  Vendors that operate outside of the downtown area may vend from 
assign sites only.  These permits are issued on an annual basis through an application 
process.  The sites are awarded based on a lottery system.  City of Mountain View also 
includes additional provisions for abandonment and transfer of Street Vendor Permits, 
exemptions for special events, and a suspension and revocation process.   

 
 The Street Vendor Permit is issued by the Finance Director. 

 
 City of Mountain View requires a $600 vendor plus a $30 Business License fee for food, 

flower, and merchandise vendors. 
 
 
ANAYLSIS 
In comparison with all three cities, Milpitas does not currently have an established downtown 
area.  Milpitas also does not experience the same volume of street and mobile food vendors 
found in the surveyed cities.  Therefore, concern related to over concentration is not as prevalent.  
Mobile food trucks in Milpitas operate mainly at construction sites and private parking lots.  
Other mobile food vendors such as ice cream trucks and push carts typically operate in 
residential neighborhoods.  Presently, a business license is required for all mobile vendors. 
 
If the Commission believes additional regulations / permits are needed for mobile food vendors 
in the City than it could direct staff to draft an ordinance amending the Municipal Code to 
incorporate select performance measures for mobile vendors.   
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Attachments: 
A. Comparison Matrix 
B. City of Sunnyvale Ordinance 
C. City of San Jose Ordinance 
D. City of Mountain View Ordinance 

 



ATTACHMENT A 

Regulation Sunnyvale San Jose Mountain View 
Permit o Mobile Vendor Permit o Peddler Business License 

o Peddler Employee License  
o Approved Location Permit 

o Street Vendor Permit 

Applicability 
 

Issued for the sale of cut flowers and 
foodstuff, except downtown city plaza, 
where additional good may be sold. 

Issued for the selling or vending of goods, 
wares, merchandise, food, products or any 
other thing or representation of value from 
a fixed located on any street, sidewalk, 
park or other public place.  
 

Issued for the sale of any goods, wares, 
merchandise, food or other things of value 
from a cart, stand, or other structure on or 
along any street of the city 

Permitted 
facilities 

 

Portable containers, pushcart seating 
stands, and wagons. 

Pedestrian peddlers, motor vehicle based 
and mobile unit peddlers. 

Vending cart, stand, structures, or vehicle  

Standards    
Signage Signs painted on the sides of the 

vendor cart/wagon/container.  Cannot 
exceed 5’ in height or width 

Must display Peddler Business, Peddler 
Employee, and Approved Location 
Permits at all times. 

N/A 

Size N/A N/A Total area shall not exceed 40 s. f. with a 
height not to exceed 8-feet, a length not to 
exceed 10-feet and a depth not to exceed 4-
feet 

Trash Minimum of 1 trash receptacle 
Cleaning Deposit fee required 

N/A Must maintain a clean selling area and shall 
properly dispose of trash generate by the 
vendor operations.  Site must be cleared by 
the end of the vending work day 

Permitted 
Locations 

Upon the public sidewalk, paved 
private property, or the downtown city 
plaza. 

Upon the public street, sidewalk, right-of-
way, public place, or at any location 
within 500’ of that place, for a total period 
of time exceeding 15 minutes within any 2 
hour period 

N/A 
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Regulation Sunnyvale San Jose Mountain View 
Distance 

Requirements 
Cannot be located within 300’ of a like 
mobile vendor, public school, public 
park, playground, library, city 
administrative building, city recreation 
center or fast food/take out restaurant.  

Cannot be located within 200’ of another 
Moto Vehicle-based or Mobile Unit 
Peddler that has already stopped to 
peddle.  No peddling in any of the 
prohibition zones.  

o For areas Outside of Downtown: 
200-feet away from competing 
business and 200’ from another 
assigned vendor.  

o Cannot be located 100-feet from any 
park or school facility/playground. 

o No vending on park grounds, 
residential district, or on any state 
highway. 

Hours of 
Operation 

N/A 10AM-7PM 7AM to 10PM everyday of the year 
including weekends and holidays. 

Noise 
Restrictions 

N/A Shall not use, play or cause any amplified 
sound between the hours of 7PM to 10AM 
or in a manner that creates a disturbance 
of peace, or when stationary upon any 
street, sidewalk, right of way, park or 
other public place. 

N/A 

Liability 
Insurance 

N/A General liability insurance in amount 
determined by Risk Manager.  The City is 
an additional named insured on the policy. 

Certificate of insurance for coverage in an 
amount not less $1,000,000.  Additional 
insureds shall include the City of Mountain 
View, its council, commissions, officers, 
employees, volunteers, and agents. 
Workers Compensation  

Violations N/A N/A Penalties Fines 
$100 for first violation 
$250 for second  violation 
$500 for third or subsequent violation 

Decision 

Level of Community Development Director Police Chief Finance Director 
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Regulation Sunnyvale San Jose Mountain View 
approval 

Revocation Community Development Director N/A Police Chief 
Appeals City Council with public hearing N/A Police Chief 

 



Chapter 19.78. MOBILE VENDOR PERMITS  

19.78.010. Purpose. 

     The purpose of this chapter is to set forth specific regulations to govern the vending of various goods, 
particularly flowers and foodstuffs, from locations which are not permanent. It is recognized that such transient 
operations could have negative land use and traffic impacts which the city desires to minimize through a permit 
process. The provisions of this chapter identify and prescribe specific procedures and requirements for the filing, 
processing and consideration of a mobile vendor permit. These provisions shall be used in conjunction with the 
general requirements and procedures identified in Chapter 19.98 including requirements and procedures for 
applications, fees, notification, appeals, conditions of approval, modifications, expiration, extensions, revocation 
and infractions. (Ord. 2623-99 § 1 (part): prior zoning code § 19.57.010). 
  
19.78.020. Standards and requirements. 

     (a)    Mobile vendor permits shall be issued only for the sale of cut flowers and prepared foodstuffs, except 
for the downtown city plaza, where additional goods may be sold as deemed appropriate by the director of 
community development. 
     (b)    Permitted facilities include portable containers, pushcart seating stands and wagons. 
     (c)    Prohibited facilities include automobiles, trucks and other vehicles defined in California Vehicle Code 
Section 670, as amended. 
     (d)    Permissible signage for mobile vending facilities are signs painted on the sides, not exceeding five feet 
in width or height. No other signs, flags or banners, whether attached or detached, are permitted. 
     (e)    Each facility shall provide use of at least one trash receptacle. 
     (f)     Vendor shall maintain a Sunnyvale business license. 
     (g)    Vendor shall remove all litter or is subject to forfeiture of the cleaning deposit. 
     (h)    Vendor must comply with all applicable health and sanitation regulations. (Ord. 2649-00 § 12 (part); 
Ord. 2623-99 § 1 (part)). 
  
19.78.030. Procedures. 

     (a)    Permitted Locations. A mobile vendor permit shall authorize placement only upon the public sidewalk, 
paved private property or the downtown city plaza. 
     (b)    Duration of Permit. A mobile vendor permit shall not exceed one calendar year. The permit shall specify 
dates of authorized use and the names of the companies or persons authorized to exercise it. 
     (c)    Prohibited Locations. Notwithstanding the terms of any mobile vendor permit, no person shall place, 
maintain, conduct, park or allow to stand or remain any portable container, vehicle, pushcart, eating stand, 
wagon or car used in selling, vending, peddling, bartering or exchanging any goods, flowers or foodstuffs in any 
of the following places within the city: 
              (1)    In or upon any street; 
              (2)    Upon any unpaved private property; 

Sunnyvale Municipal Code 
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 Article 6. DISCRETIONARY PERMITS AND PROCEDURES 
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              (3)    On any private property which contains fewer parking spaces than the minimum number required 
by Chapter 19.46, regardless of whether the property has a variance or legal nonconforming status; 
              (4)    At any location on private property separated from the public right-of-way by landscaping or 
vegetation, unless reasonable precautions are taken or improvements are installed sufficient to protect such 
landscaping from destruction by the vendor or vending facility customers; 
              (5)    Within fifteen feet of any fire hydrant or public safety alarm box, or driveway; 
              (6)    Upon any sidewalk or private property within twenty-five feet of any bicycle lane designated 
pursuant to Section 10.56.260; 
              (7)    Upon any sidewalk within twenty-five feet of any “no parking” zone designated pursuant to the 
provisions of Title 10, during the times when such parking prohibition is in effect; 
              (8)    Upon any private property within twenty-five feet of any designated fire lane unless specifically 
allowed by the director of community development in connection with a mobile vendor permit; 
              (9)    Within any forty-foot corner vision triangle defined by Section 19.46.040; 
              (10) On private property within fifty feet of a “no parking” zone designated pursuant to the provisions 
of Title 10, during the times when such parking prohibition is in effect; 
  
              (11) Within one hundred feet of any public transit “bus stop” sign; 
              (12) Within three hundred feet of the nearest property line measured along any public street or sidewalk, 
upon which is located a public school building, a public park, playground, library building, city administrative 
building, city recreational center, or a take out or a fast food restaurant. This subsection shall not apply to flower 
vendors or vendors approved for the downtown city plaza; 
              (13) Within three hundred feet of a like mobile vendor, except where separated by a public street with 
four or more travel lanes. 
     (d)    Parking Limited to Location in Permit—Revocation. Whenever any mobile vendor permit is approved 
and a particular location to park or stand any portable container, vehicle, pushcart, eating stand, wagon or car is 
specified, such device may stand or park only in the location designated in the permit. In the event that the holder 
of a permit is convicted in any court of competent jurisdiction for violating any of the provisions of this section, 
the permit shall be revoked by the director of community development upon the filing of the record of such 
conviction with the department, and no permit shall be issued to that person pursuant to this chapter until six 
months have elapsed from the date of such revocation. (Ord. 2905-09 § 15; Ord. 2649-00 § 12 (part); Ord. 2623-
99 § 1 (part): prior zoning code §§ 19.57.020, 19.57.030(c), 19.57.030(e) (part), 19.57.040, 19.57.050, 
19.57.060). 
  
19.78.040. Decisions. 

     (a)    The director of community development, without notice or hearing, may: 
              (1)    Approve the mobile vendor permit as requested or as changed, modified or conditioned by the 
director, if the director finds that the use or project as approved meets the required finding. 
              (2)    Deny the mobile vendor permit if the director finds that the use or project would not meet the 
required finding. 
     (b)    After receiving an appeal from the decision of the director of community development on a requested 
mobile vendor permit, and following a public hearing, the city council by the affirmative vote of a majority of its 
voting members may: 
              (1)    Approve the mobile vendor permit as requested or as changed, modified or conditioned by the city 
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council, if the council finds that the use or project as approved meets the required finding. 
              (2)    Deny the mobile vendor permit if the city council finds that the use or project would not meet the 
required finding. 
     (c)    The city council, upon motion of any councilmember and following a public hearing, may revoke a 
mobile vendor permit when the city council finds a violation of or noncompliance with the terms of such permit. 
(Ord. 2623-99 § 1 (part): prior zoning code § 19.57.030(e)(part)). 
  
19.78.050. Findings. 

     The director or city council may approve any mobile vendor permit upon such conditions, in addition to those 
expressly provided in other applicable provisions of this code, as it finds desirable in the public interest, upon 
finding that no undue traffic safety, litter or parking consequences would result from the exercise of the permit. 
(Ord. 2623-99 § 1 (part): prior zoning code § 19.57.030(e)(part)). 
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San Jose, CA Code of Ordinances 

Chapter 6.54 
PEDDLER PERMIT ORDINANCE 11 

Parts: 

1     Definitions 

2     General Provisions 

3     Operating Regulations and Permit and License Conditions  

4     Permits and Licenses 

Part 1 
DEFINITIONS 

Sections: 

6.54.010     Definitions. 

6.54.020     Approved location. 

6.54.030     Director. 

6.54.035     Downtown street vendors program area. 

6.54.038     Licensee. 

6.54.040     Mobile unit. 

6.54.050     Motor vehicle. 

6.54.060     Peddler. 

6.54.070     Peddling. 

6.54.080     Peddler business. 

6.54.085     Peddler employee. 

6.54.090     Permittee. 

6.54.095     San José State University campus area. 

6.54.010     Definitions. 

     The definitions set forth in this part shall govern the application and interpretation of this chapter.
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(Ords. 25115, 28534.) 

6.54.020     Approved location. 

     “Approved location” means a site designated by the chief of police as an approved site from which a 
peddler, operating from a mobile unit, may sell his or her products.  

(Ords. 25115, 28534.) 

6.54.030     Director. 

     “Director” means the city manager, or such other person designated by the city manager to 
administer this Chapter. 

(Ords. 25115, 28534.) 

6.54.035     Downtown street vendors program area. 

     “Downtown street vendors program area” means that area bounded by the following streets and 
portions of streets: to the north, San Fernando Street from Highway 87 to Almaden Avenue, then Julian 
Street from Terraine Street to 4th Street, then St. John Street, from 4th Street to 7th Street; to the 
south, Interstate 280, from Highway 87 to 4th Street, then San Fernando Avenue from 4th Street to 7th 
Street; to the west, Highway 87 from San Fernando Avenue to Interstate 280, then Almaden Avenue, 
from Julian to San Fernando Avenue; and, to the east, 4th Street, from Julian to St. John Street, then 
7th Street, from St. John Street to San Fernando Avenue, then 4th Street, from San Fernando to 
Interstate 280, except City Hall Plaza which is subject to the provisions of Chapter 13.23 of this Code 
and shall not be considered as part of the downtown street vendors program area. 

(Ord. 28534.) 

6.54.038     Licensee. 

     “Licensee” means the holder of a peddler employee license. 

(Ord. 28534.) 

6.54.040     Mobile unit. 

     "Mobile unit" means any vehicle, truck, trailer, cart, wagon, bicycle, dray, conveyance or structure on 
wheels, not firmly fixed to a permanent foundation, which is not required to have a license to operate 
issued by the California Department of Motor Vehicles. 

(Ords. 25115, 28534.) 

6.54.050     Motor vehicle. 

     "Motor vehicle" means any automobile, truck, trailer or other conveyance requiring a license issued 
by the California Department of Motor Vehicles. 

(Ords. 25115, 28534.) 
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6.54.060     Peddler. 

     "Peddler" means any person who participates in peddling. 

(Ords. 25115, 28534.) 

6.54.070     Peddling. 

     “Peddling” means: 

     A.     Traveling by foot, motor vehicle, mobile unit or any other type of vehicle, from place to place, 
and selling or vending any goods, wares, merchandise, food, products, or any other thing or 
representation of value on any street, sidewalk, right-of-way, park or other public place; or 

     B.     Selling or vending any goods, wares, merchandise, food, products or any other thing or 
representation of value from a fixed location approved by the city on any street, sidewalk, right-of-way, 
park or other public place.  

(Ords. 25115, 28534.) 

6.54.080     Peddler business. 

     “Peddler business” means any of the following: 

     A.     A business engaged in peddling; or 

     B.     A business engaged in supplying, providing, selling goods, wares, merchandise, food, 
products, or any other thing or representation of value on consignment to be peddled by another 
person; or 

     C.     A business engaged in supplying, providing, or renting mobile units or motor vehicles for use 
by another person in peddling.  

(Ords. 25115, 25598, 28534.) 

6.54.085     Peddler employee. 

     “Peddler employee” means any of those persons defined in Section 6.01.040 of this Code. 

(Ord. 28534.) 

6.54.090     Permittee. 

     “Permittee” means the holder of a peddler business permit.  

(Ords. 25115, 28534.) 

6.54.095     San José State University campus area. 
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     “San José State University campus area” means that area bounded by Fourth Street, San Fernando 
Avenue, Tenth Street and San Salvador Avenue. 

(Ord. 28534.) 

Part 2 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sections: 

6.54.100     Peddler categories. 

6.54.110     Peddler business permit required. 

6.54.120     Peddler business permittee responsibility. 

6.54.130     Peddler employee license required. 

6.54.140     Approved location permit required. 

6.54.100     Peddler categories. 

     A.     This chapter shall regulate the conduct of the following categories of peddling: 

          1.     Pedestrian peddlers; 

          2.     Motor vehicle-based and mobile unit peddlers; 

          3.     Approved location peddlers; 

          4.     Annual or special events peddlers; 

          5.     Arena peddlers; 

          6.     Flower peddlers. 

     B.     Ice cream trucks, unless otherwise specified, are regulated under Chapter 6.39 of the code. 

(Ords. 25115, 28534.) 

6.54.110     Peddler business permit required. 

     A.     It shall be unlawful for a person to maintain, manage, operate, conduct, control, engage in or 
own a peddler business that operates within the city unless the business is maintained and operated in 
strict compliance with a valid peddler's business permit issued by the chief of police. 

     B.     A peddler business permit is a business permit for purposes of Chapter 6.02 of the code.  

(Ords. 25115, 28534.) 
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6.54.120     Peddler business permittee responsibility. 

     The act or omission of any permittee's partner, owner, associate, director, manager, officer, agent or 
employee is for all purposes the act or omission of the permittee regulated by this chapter.  

(Ords. 25115, 28534.) 

6.54.130     Peddler employee license required. 

     A.     It shall be unlawful for a person, other than the permittee, to peddle without having first 
obtained a peddler employee license issued by the chief of police. 

     B.     It shall be unlawful for any permittee or any operator, manager, owner or employee of a 
peddler business to allow or tolerate any person who does not have a peddler employee license from 
working for or under the direction of, or on behalf of, or as an agent of the peddler business. 

     C.     For purposes of peddling, a natural person holding a valid peddler business permit is deemed 
to also have a peddler employee license.  

(Ords. 25115, 28534.) 

6.54.140     Approved location permit required. 

     It shall be unlawful for any person to peddle from a fixed location on any public street, sidewalk, or 
right-of-way, unless that person obtains an approved location permit from the chief of police as 
provided for in this chapter.  

(Ords. 25115, 28534.) 

Part 3 
OPERATING REGULATIONS AND PERMIT AND LICENSE CONDITIONS  

Sections: 

6.54.200     Conditions of permit. 

6.54.205     Hours of business. 

6.54.210     ID display requirements. 

6.54.220     General noise requirements. 

6.54.230     Noise restrictions - Motor vehicle-based and mobile unit peddlers. 

6.54.240     Parking restrictions - Motor vehicle-based and mobile unit peddlers. 

6.54.250     Congestion restriction for motor vehicle-based and mobile unit 
peddlers. 
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6.54.255     Effect of approved location permit - No property interest granted. 

6.54.260     Approved location permit terms and conditions. 

6.54.265     Regulations for approved location peddler permits issued for the 
downtown street vendors program area - City manager. 

6.54.270     Insurance for approved location peddlers. 

6.54.280     Exemption for annual or special events. 

6.54.290     Arena peddling - Prohibition zone. 

6.54.295     Arena peddling - Peddling prohibition. 

6.54.200     Conditions of permit. 

     A.     Each peddler business permit and peddler employee license issued by the chief of police shall 
be subject to the terms and conditions set forth in this part, as well as any other conditions specifically 
set forth in the permit or license. 

     B.     The provisions of this part shall constitute operating regulations. It shall be unlawful for any 
person permitted or licensed under this chapter, or any person required to be permitted or licensed 
under this chapter, whether such person is actually so permitted or licensed, to engage in peddling in 
violation of these provisions.  

(Ords. 25115, 28534.) 

6.54.205     Hours of business. 

     A.     Unless otherwise specifically excepted in this chapter, no person shall peddle upon any street, 
sidewalk, right-of-way, park or other public place in the city between the hours of 7:00 p.m. or one-half 
hour after sunset, whichever comes first, and 10:00 a.m. of the following day. 

     B.     The provisions of this section shall not apply to the sale of foodstuffs to employees of industrial 
establishments at or adjacent to such establishments, or to workers or employees at any construction 
job site, if the foodstuffs sold to such persons are sold for immediate consumption at such places.  

(Ords. 25150, 28534.) 

6.54.210     ID display requirements. 

     Each person who is engaged in peddling shall, at all times while so engaged, wear in plain sight, on 
his or her person an identification (ID) card, provided by the chief of police and containing such 
information, including a suitable photograph, as the chief of police may require.  

(Ords. 25115, 28534.) 

6.54.220     General noise requirements.
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     A.     Unless otherwise specifically excepted in this chapter, no peddler shall use, play or cause to be 
used or played any amplifier, loudspeaker, or any other instrument or device used for the production of 
sound between the hours of 7:00 p.m. or one-half hour after sunset, whichever comes first, and 10:00 
a.m. of the following day. 

     B.     No peddler shall use, play or cause to be used or played any amplifier, loudspeaker, or any 
other instrument or device used for the production of sound in such a manner as to create a 
disturbance of the peace as that term is used in Chapter 10.16 of this code.  

(Ords. 25115, 28534.) 

6.54.230     Noise restrictions - Motor vehicle-based and mobile unit peddlers. 

     Unless otherwise specifically excepted in this Chapter, no motor vehicle-based peddler or mobile 
unit peddler shall use, play, or caused to be used or played  any amplifier, loudspeaker, or any other 
instrument or device used for the production of sound when the motor vehicle or mobile unit from which 
the peddler is peddling is stationary upon any street, sidewalk, right-of-way, park or other public place.  

(Ords. 25115, 28534.) 

6.54.240     Parking restrictions - Motor vehicle-based and mobile unit peddlers. 

     A.     It shall be unlawful for any motor vehicle-based or mobile unit peddler to: 

          1.     Permit any motor vehicle or mobile unit from which peddling is occurring to remain standing 
or stopped, for peddling purposes, at any place on any public street, sidewalk, right-of-way, public place 
or at any location within five hundred feet of that place, for a total period of time exceeding fifteen 
minutes within any two-hour period. 

          2.     Make any stop, for the purpose of making any sale upon any public street, sidewalk, right-
of-way, park, or other public place, within five hundred feet, measured along the traveled way of any 
public street or streets, of any school property. 

     B.     Unless otherwise specifically excepted in this chapter, it shall be unlawful for any motor 
vehicle-based or mobile unit peddler to peddle from any motor vehicle or mobile unit upon any public 
street except from or at the side of such motor vehicle or mobile unit which is nearest to the curb of 
such street.  

     C.     The provisions of this section shall not apply to the sale of foodstuffs to employees of industrial 
establishments at or adjacent to such establishments, or to workers or employees at any construction 
job site, if the foodstuffs sold to such persons are sold for immediate consumption at such places. 

(Ords. 25115, 28534.) 

6.54.250     Congestion restriction for motor vehicle-based and mobile unit peddlers. 

     No motor vehicle-based or mobile unit peddler shall stop to peddle from a motor vehicle or mobile 

unit within two hundred feet of another motor vehicle- based or mobile unit peddler that has already 
stopped to peddle.  

(Ords. 25115, 28534.) 
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6.54.255     Effect of approved location permit -  No property interest granted. 

     An approved location permit grants the permittee the privilege of occupying a particular portion of 
the public sidewalk for the purpose of conducting the approved peddler business. An approved location 
permit does not grant the permittee any estate or other property right or interest to operate at the 
location for which the permit is issued and/or to operate at any location in the public street.  Any person 
applying for an approved location permit should have no expectation that an approved location permit 
will be granted, nor that the approved location permit will continue once issued. 

(Ord. 28534.) 

6.54.260     Approved location permit terms and conditions. 

     An approved location permit to peddle may be issued by the chief of police under the following terms 
and conditions: 

     A.     The person requesting an approved location permit shall comply with all the permit and license 
procedures set forth in Chapter 6.02. 

     B.     If more than one application is received at the same time for the same location not currently 
occupied by a permittee, the successful applicant shall be drawn by lot. 

     C.     Each application for an approved location permit shall be accompanied by a site plan which 
shall specifically detail how and where the applicant proposes to set up the mobile unit from which the 
applicant intends to peddle. 

     D.     If issued, an approved location permit shall grant only a license to use the sidewalk portion of 
the public street identified in the approved location permit. 

     E.     The chief of police shall make approved location permits subject to such other terms and 
conditions as the chief of police deems necessary to promote the public health, safety and welfare and 
to promote vehicular traffic safety and convenience and pedestrian safety and convenience. 

     F.     Permits shall be issued only for particular approved locations situated on the sidewalk portion 
of a public street. 

     G.     No approved location permit shall be issued for any location immediately adjacent to 
residentially zoned or used property, with the exception of residentially zoned or used property within 
the San José State University campus area and the downtown street vendors program area. 

     H.     If an approved location permit is issued for an area located within the downtown street vendors 
program area, the approved location permit may include an alternate approved location for the 
applicant to peddle from during the time when the applicant is not able to peddle from the original and 
primary approved location due to a downtown special event, as defined in Chapter 6.55 of this code. 

     I.     If an approved location permit is issued for an area located within the downtown street vendors 
program area and the applicant desires to have an alternate location approved as part of his or her 
approved location permit, the applicant must submit with his or her application a site plan for the 
alternate location. 

     J.     No approved location permit shall be issued to a peddler peddling from a motor vehicle.
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     K.     No person shall peddle from, at, or in conjunction with a mobile unit except at the approved 
location for which that person, or the business for which he or she is peddling, has an approved 
location permit issued by the chief of police. 

     L.     No person shall peddle from a mobile unit that exceeds the following dimensions: four feet 
high, five feet wide, six feet long. 

     M     No person shall use or have any movable or permanent stand, table, chair, ice chest or other 
ice container, equipment or device at any approved location other than the permitted mobile unit, one 
stool for his or her own use, and one trash/garbage container of no more than thirty- gallon capacity. 

     N.     Under no circumstances shall a person with an approved location permit block the free 
movement of pedestrians along the sidewalk. 

     O.     A person operating with an approved location permit at the approved location shall park or 
locate any mobile unit in such a way that the mobile unit is located directly within the area described in 
the permit under which he or she is peddling, and in such a way as to use as little of the sidewalk as 
possible. 

     P.     Approved location permits shall not be sold, assigned or transferred and any attempt to sell, 
assign or transfer, or any sale, assignment or 

transfer of, any approved location permit shall render the permit null and void. 

     Q.     An approved location permit shall cover the permittee to whom the permit is issued and any of 
the permittee's agents or employees that have obtained a valid peddler employee license from the chief 
of police. 

     R.     Except as otherwise specifically provided in this chapter, no person shall peddle from an 
approved location between the hours of 7:00 p.m. or one- half hour after sunset, whichever comes first, 
and 6:00 a.m. of the following day (“hours of operation”). 

     S.     No person peddling from an approved location shall allow any mobile unit to remain at the 
approved location beyond the hours of operation permitted under this section.   

     T.     No person peddling from an approved location shall use, play or cause to be used or played 
any amplifier, loudspeaker, or any other instrument or device used for the production of sound beyond 
the hours of operation permitted under this section.   

     U.     No person peddling from an approved location shall use, play or cause to be used or played 
any amplifier, loudspeaker, or any other instrument or device used for the production of sound in such a 
manner as to create a disturbance of the peace as that term is used in Chapter 10.16 of this code. 

(Ords. 25115, 28534.) 

6.54.265     Regulations for approved location peddler permits issued for the downtown 
street vendors program area - City manager. 

     A.     Consistent with the city's Downtown Strategy 2000 and the city's general plan, the city 
manager is hereby authorized to make and promulgate time, place and manner regulations that are 
reasonably necessary to promote economic growth and create a more vibrant downtown for the 
downtown street vendors program area. These regulations shall be in addition to the requirements set 
forth in this chapter. All approved location permits issued for the downtown street vendors program 
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area shall be subject to the provisions of this chapter, unless different requirements are established in 
the regulations. 

     B.     All regulations established by the city manager shall be set forth in specific regulations for 
approved location peddlers in the downtown street vendors program area which shall be adopted by 
the city manager as follows:     

          1.     Any proposed regulations shall be coordinated by the city manager with the chief of police, 
the director for the department of transportation, the office of economic development, and the city 
attorney. 

          2.     Any proposed regulations shall be posted on the city clerk's website and made available for 
inspection and copying by the public at the office of the city clerk during normal business hours. 

          3.     A copy of any proposed regulations shall also be mailed to each holder of a permit or 
license issued under this chapter. 

          4.     A thirty-day public comment period to receive comments on the proposed regulations shall 
commence on the date the notice of the proposed regulations is sent to those permitted or licensed 
under this chapter. During the comment period, any person may submit written comments regarding the 
proposed regulations to the city manager. 

          5.     After the close of the public comment period, the city manager shall consider all reasonable 
public comments on the proposed regulations. 

          6.     After the city manager has considered the comments, the city manager shall approve the 
final regulations. 

          7.     The regulations approved by the city manager shall be contained in regulations for approved 
location peddlers in the downtown street vendors program area which shall become final on the date 
notice of the regulations is sent to those permitted and licensed under this chapter and the date the 
regulations are posted on the city clerk's website. 

          8.     The notice of the regulations shall be accompanied by a brief written statement from the city 
manager setting forth the reasons for the regulations. 

     C.     Any regulations adopted by the city manager may be amended by following the procedure 
outlined in Subsection B of this section. 

(Ord. 28534.) 

6.54.270     Insurance for approved location peddlers. 

     A.     Each permittee who is an approved location peddler, at his or her sole cost and expense, and 

during the entire term of his or her permit or any renewal thereof, shall obtain and maintain in full force 
and effect a commercial general liability insurance policy or other such policy as the office of the risk 
manager shall require: 

          1.     With minimum policy limits to be set by the risk manager; 

          2.     Issued by an admitted insurer or insurers as defined by the California Insurance Code; and
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          3.     Providing that no cancellation, change in coverage, or expiration by the insurance company 
or the insured shall occur during the term of the peddler business permit, without thirty days written 
notice to the risk manager prior to the effective date of such cancellation or reduction in coverage; 

          4.     The City of San José shall be an additional named insured under the policy. 

     B.     Adequate proof of insurance shall be provided to the risk manager prior to the permittee and 
his or her agents and employees engaging in peddling at an approved location.  

(Ords. 25115, 28534.) 

6.54.280     Exemption for annual or special events. 

     A.     Peddlers shall be exempt from the provisions of this chapter when participating in an event 
under the following circumstances: 

          1.     While such peddlers are participating in an event subject to a: 

               a.     Parade permit issued pursuant to Chapter 13.12 of the code; 

               b.     Street closure permit issued pursuant to Chapter 13.16 of the code; 

               c.     Paseo/plaza use permit issued pursuant to Chapter 13.22 of the code; 

               d.     Park entertainment or special use permit issued pursuant to Chapter 13.44 of the code. 

          2.     While such peddlers are participating in an event declared to be a downtown special event 
pursuant to Chapter 6.55 of the code. 

     B.     The sponsoring organization is authorized to choose participating peddlers, issue space 
permits to such peddlers, and charge a reasonable fee for such business participation. 

     C.     The exemption shall be for the duration of the event only.  

(Ords. 25115, 28534.) 

6.54.290     Arena peddling - Prohibition zone. 

     A.     The "arena peddling prohibition zone" shall be the area bounded by the following streets and 
portions of streets: 

          1.     West San Fernando Street: the south side sidewalk of San Fernando Street from the 
intersection of the Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board Railroad right-of-way and San Fernando 
Street to the intersection of San Fernando Street and Almaden Boulevard. 

          2.     Almaden Boulevard and North Almaden Boulevard: the east sidewalk of Almaden Boulevard 
from the intersection of San Fernando Street and Almaden Boulevard north to the intersection of North 
Almaden Boulevard and West Julian Street. 

          3.     West Julian Street: the north side sidewalk of Julian Street from the intersection of North 
Almaden Boulevard and Julian Street to the intersection of Julian Street and the western side of the 
Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board Railroad right-of-way.
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          4.     Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board Railroad right-of-way: the western boundary of the 
Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board Railroad right-of-way from the intersection of Julian Street and 
the Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board Railroad right-of-way to the intersection of the Peninsula 
Corridor Joint Powers Board Railroad right-of-way and San Fernando Street. 

     B.     The arena peddling prohibition zone shall include all public land and public rights-of-way up to 
the boundaries of the zone as described in subsection A. of this section. 

(Ords. 25115, 28534.) 

6.54.295     Arena peddling - Peddling prohibition. 

     No person shall peddle within the designated arena peddling prohibition zone. 

(Ords. 25115, 28534.) 

Part 4 
PERMITS AND LICENSES 

Sections: 

6.54.300     Permit and license procedures. 

6.54.310     Permit and license fees. 

6.54.300     Permit and license procedures. 

     A.     The procedures set forth in Chapter 6.02 shall govern the application for, investigation, 
approval, denial, suspension, revocation, and renewal of any peddler business permit and peddler 
employee license issued pursuant to this chapter, except as specifically provided in this part. 

     B.     All the application procedures set out in Section 6.02.050 shall strictly apply to each applicant 
for a peddler business permit and peddler employee license. 

(Ords. 25115, 28534.) 

6.54.310     Permit and license fees. 

     Fees for the peddler business permit, the approved location permit, and the peddler employee 
license applications and renewal applications shall be as set forth in the schedule of fees established 
by council resolution. Veterans qualifying for the exemption, as set forth in California Business and 
Professions Code Sections 16001 and 16001.5, shall be exempt from payment of such fees. 

(Ords. 25115, 28534.) 

Disclaimer: 
This Code of Ordinances and/or any other documents that appear on this site may not reflect the most current legislation adopted by the 
Municipality. American Legal Publishing Corporation provides these documents for informational purposes only. These documents should not 
be relied upon as the definitive authority for local legislation. Additionally, the formatting and pagination of the posted documents varies from 
the formatting and pagination of the official copy. The official printed copy of a Code of Ordinances should be consulted prior to any action 
being taken. 
 
For further information regarding the official version of any of this Code of Ordinances or other documents posted on this site, please contact 
the Municipality directly or contact American Legal Publishing toll-free at 800-445-5588.
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Mountain View, California, Code of Ordinances >> PART II - THE CODE >> CHAPTER 15 - FOOD 
ESTABLISHMENTS, MOBILE CANTEENS AND STREET VENDORS* >> ARTICLE III. - STREET 
VENDORS >> 

ARTICLE III. - STREET VENDORS

SEC. 15.25. - Definitions.
SEC. 15.26. - General city-wide regulations for all street vendors and food vendors.
SEC. 15.27. - Regulations applicable to vendors operating outside of downtown area.
SEC. 15.28. - Grant or denial of street and food vendor permits for vendors operating outside of downtown area.
SEC. 15.29. - Street vending sites for vendors outside of the downtown area.
SEC. 15.30. - Exemptions—Special events.
SEC. 15.31. - Special regulations for downtown area and other districts.
SEC. 15.32. - Suspension or revocation of permit.
SEC. 15.33. - Criminal penalties for violations of this article.
SEC. 15.34. - Effective date.
SEC. 15.35. - Publication.

 

SEC. 15.25. - Definitions.

For the purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings respectively 
ascribed to them by this section: 

Competing Business. "Competing business" shall mean any business, including other vendors, which 
sells or offers for sale any goods, wares, merchandise, food or other things of value which are of a similar 
character to the proposed sale items of the person seeking or having a street vendor's license. 

Downtown Area. As used in this chapter, the "downtown area" shall mean the commercial districts of 
the Downtown Precise Plan Area of the city. 

Finance Director. "Finance director" means the finance director of the City of Mountain View or his/her 
designee. 

Food. "Food" includes all articles used for food, drink, confectionery, or condiment, whether simple or 
compound, and all substances and ingredients used in the preparation thereof. 

Food Vendor. "Food vendor" means any street vendor who sells or offers for sale food, and includes 
any person who engages in such operations as an agent or employee of a food vendor. 

Person. As used in this chapter, "person" means all domestic and foreign companies, corporations, 
associations, syndicates, joint stock corporations, partnerships of every kind, clubs, businesses, or common 
law trusts, societies, and individuals. 

Planning and Community Development Department Director. "Planning and community development 
director" means the director of the city's planning and community development department or his/her 
designee. 

Principal Food Vendor. "Principal food vendor" means the food vendor in charge of a particular vending 
operation, rather than a vendor who is working as an agent or employee of another vendor. 

Principal Street Vendor. "Principal street vendor" means the street vendor in charge of vending 
operation at a particular site, rather than a vendor who is working as an agent or employee of another vendor. 

Police Chief. "Police chief" means the police chief of the City of Mountain View or his/her designee. 

Street Vendor. "Street vendor" means any person who, on or along any street of the city, sells or offers 
for sale any goods, wares, merchandise, food or other things of value, from a cart, stand or other structure, 
from his person, or by some vehicular means, and includes a person who engages in such vending operations 
as an agent or employee of a street vendor. 
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a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

g.

h.

i.

j.

k.
i.

ii.

Vending Workday. "Vending workday" means the period of time between seven a.m. and ten p.m. on 
every day of the year, including weekends and holidays. 

(Ord. No. 14.85, 5/28/85; Ord. No. 1.92, 1/14/92.) 

SEC. 15.26. - General city-wide regulations for all street vendors and food vendors.

The following regulations shall be followed by all persons conducting business as street vendors and 
food vendors in the city (including vendors working in the downtown area): 

Business Licenses. Every principal street vendor and principal food vendor shall acquire a city 
business license in accordance with Chapter 18 of this code for each cart, vehicle, or other 
structure from which vending is to be conducted as a condition of doing business in the city. 
Street Vendor Permits/Payment of Street Vendor Permit Fee and Charge for Use of Vending 
Site. Each street vendor shall also acquire a street vendor permit from the finance director and 
shall pay to the city an annual street vendor fee in the amount established by resolution of the 
city council before conducting business in the city. Permits shall be issued in the name of the 
principal street vendor and shall identify up to three (3) agents or employees of the principal 
street vendor who are authorized to vend under the permit. The city may charge an additional fee 
in the amount established by resolution of council for each agent or employee designated by the 
principal vendor and approved by the city. 
Food Vendor Permits/Payment of Food Vendor Fee. Each food vendor shall acquire a food 
vendor permit from the finance director and shall pay to the city a food vendor fee in the amount 
established by resolution of the city council before conducting business in the city. Permits shall 
be issued in the name of the principal food vendor, and shall identify up three (3) agents or 
employees of the principal food vendor who are authorized to vend under the permit. The city 
may charge an additional fee, in the amount established by resolution of the council, for each 
agent or employee designated by the vendor and approved by the city. 
Compliance with City Regulations and Applicable State and Federal Law. Prior to acquiring a 
vendor's permit from the city, each street vendor and food vendor shall read and sign a 
statement agreeing to comply with the regulations set forth in this code and all applicable state 
and federal laws. 
Resale License/Agreement to Collect and Remit State Sales Tax. Prior to obtaining a vendor's 
permit, each street vendor and food vendor must have acquired a resale license from the State 
Board of Equalization and must sign a statement that he/she agrees to collect and remit state 
sales tax as required by law on all sales conducted in the City of Mountain View. 
Requirement for County Health Permit. Prior to obtaining a food vendor permit, all food vendors 
shall acquire and maintain a valid county health permit. 
Other Permit Requirements. Prior to obtaining a street or food vendor permit, every street vendor 
and food vendor shall obtain all other applicable permits as may be required by local, state, or 
federal law. 
Display of Permits. All permits required by this article shall be prominently displayed at all times 
on each cart, vehicle, or other structure from which vending is conducted, or shall be kept on the 
person of the street vendor or food vendor at all times during which he/she is vending. Vendors 
must produce for examination all required permits upon a request by a peace officer or any 
officer or employee of the city who is acting in his/her official capacity. 
Condition of Vending Area/Disposal of Trash. Each street vendor and food vendor shall maintain 
a clean selling area and shall properly dispose of all trash generated by his/her operation. Each 
vending site or area must be cleared of all merchandise, stands, carts, vehicles, or other items 
which belong to or are used by the vendor by the end of each vending workday. 
Compliance with Health Requirements. All food vendors shall comply with all applicable health 
requirements.
Insurance Requirements.

Prior to acquiring a vendor's permit from the city, each principal street vendor and principal 
food vendor must submit to the city's risk manager a certificate of insurance which shows 
that the vending operation is covered by general liability insurance in an amount of not 
less than one million dollars ($1,000,000) as a combined single limit for personal injury 
(including death) and property damage, an endorsement naming the City of Mountain 
View, its council, boards, commissions, officers, employees, volunteers, and agents as 
additional insureds, and a copy of the declarations or information page(s) for the policy. 
The general liability policy shall cover the property on which the street vendor will conduct 
vending operations. 
If the principal street or food vendor is required by law to have workers compensation 
insurance, he/she shall also submit to the risk manager for approval a certificate of 
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iii.

l.

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

a.

(1)

(2)

(a)

(b)
(c)

(d)
(e)

insurance which shows coverage in the required amount, along with a copy of the 
declarations or information page(s) for the policy prior to obtaining a street vendor permit. 
The certificate of insurance, the endorsement naming the city as an additional insured, 
and the coverage must be approved by the city's risk manager before the issuance of a 
street vendor permit or a food vendor permit. 

Administrative Rules and Practices. The finance director shall have the authority to adopt and 
follow administrative rules and practices as necessary to implement the ordinance codified in this 
section. 

(Ord. No. 14.85, 5/28/85; Ord. No. 1.92, 1/14/92.) 

SEC. 15.27. - Regulations applicable to vendors operating outside of downtown 
area.

Street Vendors Operating Outside of Downtown May Vend Only From Assigned Site. No street vendor 
may sell, or offer to sell, goods, wares, merchandise, or other things of value from any location in the 
city except for the site assigned to him/ her by the terms of his/her street vendor permit. 
Only Principal Street Vendor and/or Three (3) Agents or Employees May Vend At Each Vending Site. 
Only the principal street vendor, in whose name the vending permit will be issued, and/or no more than 
three (3) agents or employees of the vendor, who will be identified on the street vendor permit, may 
vend at a vending site located outside of the downtown area of the city. 
Permitted Vending Areas for Food Vendors. Food vendors are not restricted to specific vending sites, 
but may not conduct business at locations in which vending is restricted pursuant to Sec. 15.29 a (1) 
through (8) or at locations at which the police chief has determined, pursuant to Sec. 15.29c, that 
vending would pose a substantial danger to the health and safety of the public or of the vendor. Food 
vendors conducting business within one hundred (100) feet of a park may vend only on the same side 
of the street as the park. 
Position of Vending Carts or Structures; Obstruction of Traffic and Interference with Parking Prohibited. 
Street vendors and food vendors shall not impair the free flow of traffic on the sidewalk or street. At 
least one-half of the sidewalk width, but no less than three feet shall be kept unobstructed at all times. 
No lines, banners, ties or any part of a vending cart, vehicle, or structure shall be connected to a public 
or private structure. Adequate street or public parking shall be available for customers and the vendor. 
Any vendor selling from a street shall occupy no more than one designated vehicle parking space, shall 
comply with the designated parking regulations, and shall vend only to customers on the sidewalk. 
Size of Area Which May be Occupied by Vending Cart or Structure. The total area occupied by any cart, 
vehicle, or structure used for vending purposes by a street vendor or food vendor shall not exceed forty 
(40) square feet, with a height not to exceed eight (8) feet, a length not to exceed ten (10) feet, and a 
depth not to exceed four (4) feet. 
Transfer or Assignment of Street Vendor Permits Prohibited. No permit issued by the city under the 
provisions of this article may be transferred or assigned to another person, except pursuant to the 
procedure set forth in Sec. 15.28 a (9). 

(Ord. No. 14.85, 5/28/85; Ord. No. 1.92, 1/14/92.) 

SEC. 15.28. - Grant or denial of street and food vendor permits for vendors operating 
outside of downtown area.

Permits for Street Vendors Operating Outside of the Downtown Area. Street vendor permits for vendors 
other than food vendors shall be issued on an annual basis according to the following procedure: 

Notice of Deadline for Submission of Applications for Street Vendor Permits. Each year, the city 
shall cause to be published in a local newspaper of general circulation in the city a notice which 
indicates that applications for street vendor permits may be obtained from the finance 
department, and the deadline for submittal of the applications to the finance department. This 
notice shall be published at least twice during the two-week period which precedes the deadline 
for submission of applications for vendor permits to the finance director, and shall be posted at 
the City Clerk's Office, the place at which agendas of City Council meetings are posted, the 
Finance Department, and the Police Department. 
Submission of Applications. Each application for a street vendor permit must contain the 
following information:

The name of the applicant (who will serve as the principal vendor on the site and in whose 
name the permit is sought to be issued); 
The name of any business by which the applicant is employed as a street vendor;
The address and phone number of the applicant and of any business by which he is 
employed as a street vendor;
The applicant's social security number;
The applicant's city business license number;
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(f)
(g)

(h)

(i)

(3)

(4)

(5)
(a)

(i)

(ii)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(i)

(ii)

The number of applicant's resale license issued by the State Board of Equalization;
Whether applicant has ever previously been issued a vendor's permit by the City of 
Mountain View;
The names of up to three (3) persons who will serve as agents or employees of the 
principal vendor for the purposes of vending on the site. If the principal vendor chooses to 
designate agents or employees, he/she must also provide the name, address, phone 
number, social security number of each proposed agent or employee, and must state 
whether the proposed agent or employee has ever been issued a street vendor or food 
vendor permit by the city; and 
Other information required by the police chief as necessary to evaluate the application for 
a street vendors permit.

Application Fee. The city may require each applicant for a street vendor's permit to pay an 
application fee at the time of filing his/her application with the finance department. The amount of 
the application fee shall be established by resolution of the city council. 
Eligibility for Participation in Street Vending Site Selection Process. All applicants who have 
submitted a timely and complete application to the finance director, except for person who are 
barred from applying due to a suspension or revocation of a prior permit pursuant to Sec. 15.31 
may participate in the lottery for available vending sites. A principal vendor will not be denied 
participation in the lottery because a designated agent or employee is ineligible due to a 
suspension or revocation of his/her prior vending permit. However, in this case, the ineligible 
individual will not be permitted to vend in the city either as a principal vendor or as the agent or 
employee of another vendor, and the principal vendor may apply to the city for approval of the 
designation of another individual as an agent or employee. 
Award of Vending Sites to Street Vendors.

Lottery/Compilation of Waiting List.
The city shall allocate the available vending sites to eligible applicants for a street 
vendor's permit through a lottery conducted by the finance director. If an applicant 
obtains a site through the lottery which he/she finds undesirable, he/she may reject 
the site, and the finance director may make the site available to another eligible 
applicant. In order to be awarded a vending site, either the applicant, or an eligible 
individual designated as an agent or employee of the applicant for the purposes of 
vending on the site, must be present at the lottery. 
If the number of eligible applicants for street vendor permits exceeds the number of 
available sites after the annual lottery and award of sites, the finance director shall 
compile a waiting list of eligible applicants by lottery. If additional sites become 
available throughout the year due to the revocation or abandonment of permits, 
eligible applicants on the waiting list may qualify to receive the available sites and 
permits for the remainder of the year through the transfer procedures set forth in 
Sec. 15.29(a)(9), 

One Site Per Vendor. Each vendor may be awarded only one site per year. A vendor who 
is awarded a site in his/her own name may not act as the agent or employee of another 
vendor at another site during the same year. A vendor who is authorized by the city to 
work at a site as an agent or employee of another vendor may not be awarded a site in 
his/her own name as a principal vendor during the same year. 
Distribution of Remaining Sites. If, because of the city's receipt of an inadequate number 
of applicant's for a street vendors permit or the rejection of available sites by eligible 
applicants, vending sites remain available after the lottery, the finance director may make 
these available to other eligible applicants for a street vendor permit on a first-come, first-
serve basis throughout the year. Under these circumstances, the city may prorate the 
permit fee based on the period of time during which the permit will remain effective. 
Request for Designation of a Location as a New Vending Site/Award of Designated Site.

Any person, including any street vendor, may request the designation of any 
location within the city, which is located outside of the downtown area, as a new 
vending site by submitting a written request, which states the exact location and 
address of the proposed site, to the police chief. The police shall evaluate the 
proposal according to the criteria set forth in Sec. 15.29 (a), consult with the finance 
director and the Planning and Community Development Director regarding the 
proposed site, and shall notify the person of his/her decision in writing within thirty 
(30) days of receipt of the proposal by the police department. The decision of the 
police chief on whether to approve the proposed site shall be final. 
If the person who proposed designation of the site is a street vendor who is eligible 
for a street vendor's permit, the finance director shall make the site and a permit 
available to the vendor at this time for the remainder of the year. If the person who 
proposed the site does not wish to vend at the site, the finance director may make 
the site available for the remainder of the year to persons who previously applied 
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(7)

(8)

(9)
(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(10)

b.

c.

d.

a.

for a site in order of their rank on the waiting list, or may award the site to an 
eligible street vendor at the next scheduled lottery. 

Issuance of Street Vendor Permits/Payment of Street Vendor Permit Fee and Vending Site 
Charge. The finance director shall issue street vending permits to eligible applicants who have 
obtained a street vending site through the procedures set forth in this section, have met all 
prerequisites for obtaining a permit set forth in this article, and have paid an annual street 
vending permit fee, the amount of which shall be established by resolution of the city council. In 
cases in which the duration of the permit will be less than one (1) year, such as because it could 
not be awarded to an eligible applicant at the lottery conducted by the finance department, or 
because the vendor proposed and was awarded the site pursuant to Sec. 15.28 (a)(5)(d) after 
the annual lottery, the finance director may prorate the amount of the fee based on the period of 
time during which the permit will remain valid. If a street vendor has previously paid a street 
vendor permit fee and was awarded a site, and then transfers to another site in the same year, 
the finance director may apply the fee previously paid to the new site. 
Permits Issued to Individuals, not to Corporations or Other Business Entities. The city shall issue 
vendor permits in the name of the principal vendor as an individual, not to corporations or other 
business entities by which the principal vendor is employed. 
Expiration of Street Vendor Permits—Permits Nonrenewable. Except as otherwise permitted by 
this article, all street vendor permits shall expire one (1) year after their issuance, and are not 
renewable. 
Abandonment and Transfer of Street Vendor Permits.

In situations in which street vending permits have been revoked by the city pursuant to 
Sec. 15.30, or have been abandoned by the permittee prior to their expiration, the finance 
director may transfer the permit to another eligible applicant, whose name appears on the 
waiting list and who has complied with all requirements for obtaining a permit, for the 
remainder of the year. 
For the purposes of this section, a street vending permit is deemed abandoned if the 
permittee notifies the finance director in writing that he/she no longer intends to conduct 
business in the city pursuant to the permit for the duration of the year and returns the 
permit to the finance director. 
The finance director shall offer eligible applicants the available site and permit in writing by 
certified mail in the order on which their names appear on the waiting list. If an applicant 
fails to accept the permit and site within one week of the date of the offer by the finance 
director, the finance director may offer the site to the applicant whose name next appears 
on the waiting list. 
If the permit and site cannot be transferred to another eligible applicant through reference 
to the waiting list, the permit and site may be awarded to another eligible applicant who 
has met all requirements for the issuance of a permit on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Designation of New Vendor Agents or Employees. If, during the term of a street vendor permit, 
either the principal vendor or the employee or agent wishes to terminate the agency or 
employment relationship, the principal vendor may apply to the finance director for approval of 
another person as a designated agent or employee for the remainder of the permit term. 

Grant of Street Vendor Permits To Food Vendors—Payment of Fee. The finance director may grant 
vendor permits to food vendors for a term of one year. In order to obtain a permit, the food vendor must 
have filed an application which contains the information set forth in Sec. 15.28(a)(2) with the finance 
director, paid any application fee in the amount set by resolution of the city council, have complied with 
the requirements of Sec. 15.26, and have paid a food vendor permit fee in the amount set by resolution 
of the city council. Food vendor permits shall be issued to individual vendors, not to corporations or 
other businesses by which they are employed. 
Food Vendor Permits Nontransferable. Food vendor permits may not be transferred or lent to other 
vendors.
Designation of Up to Three (3) Food Vendor Agents or Employees. Each food vendor may designate up 
to three (3) other individuals who may serve as his/her agents or employees for the purposes of vending 
within the City of Mountain View. If the food vendor chooses to designate agents or employees, he/she 
must provide all of the information requested in Sec. 15.28 (a)(2) in his/her application for a food vendor 
permit. If a proposed agent or employee is ineligible to vend in the city due to a revocation or 
suspension of a prior permit, he/she will not be permitted to vend as an agent or employee of the 
principal food vendor. However, the principal vendor may then submit the name of another proposed 
agent or employee to the city for approval. 

(Ord. No. 14.85, 5/28/85; Ord. No. 1.92, 1/14/92.) 

SEC. 15.29. - Street vending sites for vendors outside of the downtown area.

Designation of Vending Sites by City. The police chief, in consultation with the finance department and 
the planning and community development department, may designate certain locations outside of the 
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b.

c.

a.

(1)

b.

c.

a.

b.

downtown area as street vending sites on an annual basis, based on the overall suitability of these 
areas for vending operations. In determining whether to designate certain locations as vending sites, 
the city shall apply the following guidelines: 

All vending sites shall be at least two hundred (200) feet away from any competing business and 
at least two hundred (200) feet away from a site assigned to any other street vendor. 
All vending sites must be at least fifteen (15) feet away from any driveway or fire hydrant, at least 
one hundred (100) feet away from any bus stop, and at least one hundred (100) feet away from 
any school facility, including playgrounds. 
Except in the downtown area, all vending sites must be at least one hundred (100) feet away 
from any intersection, on the same side of the street as the intersection. 
No vending site shall be located within any park or playground. No street vendor selling or 
offering to sell items other than food will be assigned a vending site within one hundred (100) feet 
of any park. 
No vending site shall be permitted in any residential district.
No vending site shall be located on any state highway within city limits.
Unless otherwise permitted by the planning and community development department pursuant to 
the city's zoning ordinance, no vending site shall be located on private property. 
The city shall not designate any location as a vending site when to do so would create or 
increase a danger to the health, safety, or welfare of the vendor or of the public. 

Request for Designation of a Location as a Vending Site. Any person, including any street vendor, may 
propose the designation of any location in the city as a vending site pursuant to the procedures set forth 
in Sec. 15.28 a(5)(d). 
Termination of Location as a Vending Site. If after the designation of a particular location as a vending 
site, the police chief determines that the continued use of the site for vending would create a substantial 
danger to the public health and safety, or to the health and safety of the vendor, he/she may revoke the 
street vendors permit granted for this particular site pursuant to the procedures set forth in Sec. 15.31. 
The vendor may then propose a new site in accordance with subdivision (b) of this section, and/or 
his/her name may be added to the waiting list for other available sites. If the vendor is awarded a new 
site in the same year, his/her previously paid street vendor permit fee may be applied to the new site. 

(Ord. No. 1.92, 1/14/92.) 

SEC. 15.30. - Exemptions—Special events.

Unless otherwise specified in this section, the regulations set forth in this article shall not apply to 
persons conducting authorized business at events sponsored or approved by the City of Mountain View, 
or through a contractual arrangement with the City of Mountain View. 

For city-sponsored or approved events, vending on public property within the event area shall 
only be allowed pursuant to special vending permits granted by the sponsoring organization. 

Food vendors at events which are sponsored or approved by the city shall comply with the county 
ordinance requiring all food booths or individual food sellers to register with and acquire a permit from 
the county environmental health services division, and shall comply with all licensing, cleanup, and 
health and safety regulations set forth in this code and in state and federal law. 
Except as otherwise provided in this code, persons working as "merchant vendors" or "street vendors," 
as defined in Article IV of this chapter, in the downtown area shall be exempt from the provisions of this 
article. 

(Ord. No. 1.92, 1/14/92.) 

SEC. 15.31. - Special regulations for downtown area and other districts.

The city may adopt special regulations to govern street and food vendors in the downtown area or other 
particular area or districts of the city. 

(Ord. No. 1.92, 1/14/92.) 

SEC. 15.32. - Suspension or revocation of permit.

Any violation of the applicable provisions of this article by a vendor shall be grounds for suspension of 
the street vendor permit or food vendor permit by the police chief. Violation of three or more provisions 
of this article during the same year is grounds for revocation of the permit by the police chief. 
The police chief may also suspend or revoke a street vendor permit or food vendor permit if a vendor 
commits any act which indicates that continued business operations by the vendor in the city would 
present a substantial danger to the public health, safety, or welfare, and may suspend or revoke a street 
vendor permit if he is of the opinion that the continued operation of a vendor at a particular vending site 
poses a substantial danger to the health and safety of the public or of the vendor. 
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A permit may be suspended for a period not exceeding thirty (30) days. An application for a new street 
or food vendor's permit shall not be accepted during the period in which the suspension is in effect. A 
permit may be revoked for the duration of the period for which it was issued. If a street vendor permit is 
revoked due to violations of this article or an act of the vendor, and the vendor wishes to obtain a new 
permit, the vendor is not eligible to apply for a street vendor permit in the following year. If a food vendor 
permit is revoked, and the vendor wishes to obtain a new permit, the vendor is not eligible to apply for 
another food vendor permit for one (1) year after the date of the revocation. 
The police chief shall utilize the following procedures in suspending or revoking a street vendor's permit:

Notice of Proposed Suspension or Revocation/Summary Suspension of Revocation in 
Circumstances Involving Danger to Public Health and Safety. 

If the police chief believes that there are grounds for the suspension or revocation of any 
street vendor permit or food vendor permit, he/she shall send a notice of the proposed 
suspension or revocation, which states the alleged grounds for this action and the 
maximum penalty which could be imposed by the city, by certified mail to the street vendor 
at his/her last home address on file with the police department. This notice shall also 
inform the applicant of his/her right to request a hearing before the police chief to contest 
the proposed action. 
In circumstances in which the police chief is of the opinion that the continued business 
activity by the vendor would pose an imminent substantial danger to the public health or 
safety, or to the health and safety of the vendor, he/she may state in the notice that the 
suspension or revocation of the permit is effective immediately, pending the outcome of 
any hearing. 

Hearing Before the Police Chief.
The vendor may request a hearing before the police chief by filing a written request with 
the police department within seven (7) days of the police chief's issuance of the notice of 
the proposed suspension of revocation. 
Upon receipt of a timely written request from the vendor for a hearing, the police 
department shall set the matter for a hearing before the police chief on a date which is at 
least one (1) week from the date of receipt of the vendor's request for a hearing by the 
police department. At the hearing, the vendor may be represented by counsel, and may 
present relevant evidence regarding the alleged grounds for suspension or revocation of 
the permit. 

Decision by Police Chief. The police chief shall notify the vendor of his decision on the proposed 
revocation or suspension in writing by certified mail by no later than two (2) weeks after the 
hearing. The decision of the police chief shall be final. 

(Ord. No. 1.92, 1/14/92.) 

SEC. 15.33. - Criminal penalties for violations of this article.

Violation of any of the provisions of this article shall constitute a misdemeanor, and shall be punishable 
as follows:

By a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars ($100) for a first offense;
By a fine not exceeding two hundred fifty dollars ($250) for a second violation of the same 
regulation within one year;
By a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500) for a third or subsequent violation of the 
same regulation within one year. 

Each day on which a violation continues shall be deemed a separate punishable offense.
(Ord. No. 1.92, 1/14/92.) 

SEC. 15.34. - Effective date.

The provisions of the ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days from and after January 14, 1991. 

(Ord. No. 1.92, 1/14/92.) 

SEC. 15.35. - Publication.

Pursuant to Section 522 of the Mountain View City Charter, it is ordered that copies of the foregoing 
proposed ordinance be posted at least two (2) days prior to its adoption in three (3) prominent places in the 
City and that a single publication be made to the official newspaper of the City of a notice setting forth the Title 
of the ordinance, the date of its introduction, and a list of the places where copies of the proposed ordinance 
are posted. 
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(Ord. No. 1.92, 1/14/92.) 
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