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MILPITAS PLANNING COMMISSION 

Milpitas City Hall, Council Chambers 
455 E. Calaveras Blvd., Milpitas, CA 

 
MEETING MINUTES 
Wednesday, July 24, 2013 

 

I. PLEDGE OF  
ALLEGIANCE    

 

 
Chair Mandal called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and led all in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 

II. ROLL CALL/ 
SEATING OF 
ALTERNATE 

 

Commissioners 
Present: Chair Sudhir Mandal, Vice Chair Larry Ciardella, John Luk, Rajeev 

Madnawat and Gurdev Sandhu 

Absent:       Commissioners Barbadillo and Mohsin, Alternate Member Morris  

Staff:           Steve McHarris, Diana Pancholi, Johnny Phan, Mary Lavelle 

 
III. PUBLIC FORUM 

 
Chair Mandal invited members of the audience to address the Commission on any topic 
not on the agenda, noting that no response was required from staff or Commission, but 
that Commissioners may choose to place a matter on a future meeting agenda.  

Speaker: 

Linda Arbaugh, Milpitas Community Librarian, addressed Commissioners as a private 
citizen of Milpitas. She explained that the County library was going to voters this 
summer with Measure A, asking voters to extend an existing 20 year parcel tax which 
supports library services. Ballot booklets were to be mailed to all voters in Milpitas the 
next week. Single family paid $33.66 per year on their property tax bill. If Measure A 
failed, the library system would have to cut hours and services. She urged a “yes” vote 
on the Measure. 

 
 
IV. APPROVAL OF 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

 
Chair Mandal called for approval of the June 26, 2013 meeting minutes of the Planning 
Commission 
 
No changes to the meeting minutes as written were requested.  
 
Motion to approve Planning Commission meeting minutes of June 26, 2013 as 
submitted 

Motion/Second:            Commissioner Madnawat/Vice Chair Ciardella 

AYES:        4 

NOES:        0 

ABSTAIN:  1               Commissioner Sandhu 

ABSENT:    2               Commissioners Barbadillo and Mohsin 

 
V. ANNOUNCEMENTS None 
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VI. CONFLICT OF 
INTEREST 

Assistant City Attorney Johnny Phan asked if any member of the Commission had 
any personal or financial conflict of interest related to any of the items on the agenda.    

No Commissioners reported any conflict of interest.      

VII. APPROVAL OF 
AGENDA 

 
 
 
 

 
Chair Mandal asked whether staff or the Commission have any changes to the agenda. 
 
There were no changes to the agenda requested. 
 
Motion to approve the July 24, 2013 agenda as submitted 

Motion/Second:           Commissioner Sandhu/Vice Chair Ciardella 

AYES:        5 

NOES:        0 

ABSENT:   2               Commissioners Barbadillo and Mohsin 

VIII.   ELECT OFFICERS 
 

An election of officers occurred at the meeting.  
 
Motion to elect Sudhir Mandal as Chair of the Planning Commission 

Motion/Second:           Commissioner Sandhu/Vice Chair Ciardella 

AYES:        5 

NOES:        0 

ABSENT:   2                Commissioners Barbadillo and Mohsin 

 
Motion to elect Larry Ciardella as Vice Chair of the Planning Commission 

 Motion/Second:           Chair Mandal/Commissioner Sandhu 

AYES:        5 

NOES:        0 

ABSENT:   2               Commissioners Barbadillo and Mohsin 

 
Chair Mandal then thanked his colleagues for their vote of support, followed by 
similar thanks from Vice Chair Ciardella.  
 

IX.   PUBLIC HEARING 

IX-1. CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. UP13-0002: A request to construct new 
AT&T wireless telecommunications facility, including 65 foot tall antenna pole, at 
1585 Roger Street, Milpitas (APN 026-26-001) 
 
Planning Intern, Diana Pancholi, presented the CUP request by AT&T for a 
monopole tower, to be camouflaged as a pine tree with nine panel antenna, at Russell 
Middle School, a site in central Milpitas. General Plan designation was for Public 
Facility and the Zoning was Institutional. Ms. Pancholi described application of the 
FCC standard for Radio Frequency (RF) emissions of the wireless facility, and how 
this facility would be well below established permissible levels. California Pepper 
and Poplar trees are on the site presently, where the pole will be installed.  
Vice Chair Ciardella inquired about noise level during construction on the school 
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site. Staff replied the company must comply with building permit and noise 
regulations.  
 
Chair Mandal asked if any equipment on the “branches” of the fake tree would 
deteriorate and potentially fall off, similar to what can happen with a fake Christmas 
tree.  Staff, per input from AT&T, replied no.  
 
Commissioner Madnawat asked if the pole was going to be a multi-carrier antenna or 
solely for equipment by AT&T.  City staff replied it was for only that one company 
for now. Commissioner Madnawat felt multiple carriers on one pole were better than 
lots of poles erected in the City.  
 
Chair Mandal asked the applicant to come to the podium. Mr. Shane Berra, 
representing AT&T from Sacramento, CA, addressed Commissioners.  He responded 
to questions about fake branches, and multiple carriers’ potential (“co-location”) on 
the pole.  The tower would be capable of co-location in the future.  He described the 
newest “4G” technology that would be offered using that tower to transmit, and 
increased capacity that would be available. 
 
Next, Chair Mandal opened the public hearing and no comments from the public 
were heard.  
 
Motion to close the public hearing, having heard comment from the applicant 
 
Motion/Second:           Commissioners Sandhu/Luk 
 
AYES:        5 

NOES:        0 

  ABSENT:   2               Commissioners Barbadillo and Mohsin 

Vice Chair Ciardella asked AT&T about one of the drawings displayed. He noted the 
planting around ¾ of site around the pole and then asked about the school’s logo to 
be applied on one side.  The AT&T representative said the company would work 
with the school staff on design for logo and best location. Noise would be very low 
during construction, especially once the pole itself was up. 
 
Motion to adopt Resolution No. 13-018, approving the CUP with conditions of 
approval, including one additional condition of approval regarding requirement for  the 
painted Russell School logo to be increased in size to reduce a blank wall appearance 
and reduce potential for graffiti around the telecommunication equipment 
 
Motion/Second:          Commissioners Madnawat/Sandhu  
 
AYES:        5 

NOES:        0 

  ABSENT:   2                Commissioners Barbadillo and Mohsin 

Chair Mandal thanked staff intern Diana Pancholi for the work she’d done in 
Planning for the City and wished her best of luck in new ventures.  

X.   NEW BUSINESS  

X-1. BY-LAWS SUBCOMMITTEE 
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The Planning Commission discussed forming a new Subcommittee to consider 
examination of the Planning Commission By-Laws, when it met earlier this month.  

 
Chair Mandal had polled Commissioners to seek volunteers for the subcommittee. So 
the Chair then appointed Commissioners Madnawat and Luk to the new By-Laws 
Subcommittee and requested they present to the full Planning Commission their 
recommendations to act upon, following their meetings and discussion.   
 

XI.   ADJOURNMENT Chair Mandal adjourned the meeting at 7:28 PM to the next meeting date on 
Wednesday, August 14, 2013. 
  
 
 

Meeting Minutes drafted and submitted by  
City Clerk Mary Lavelle, 

acting as Recording Secretary 
 


