
 

 

MEMORANDUM  

DATE  January 23, 2015 

TO  Felix Reliford 

  City of Milpitas 

FROM  Terri McCracken 

SUBJECT  Response to Comment Letter on the Housing Element Update and Amendments to the 
Seismic and Safety, and Open Space and Environmental Conservation Elements Project 

The City of Milpitas received the following two letters in response to the Notice of Intent (NOI) submitted to the State 
Clearinghouse on Friday, December 12, 2014 for a 30-day review period ending on Monday, January 12, 2015. 
 

1) Patricia Maurice, Acting District Branch Chief, Local Development – Intergovernmental Review, California 
Department of Transportation, January 12, 2015. 

2) Scott Morgan, Director of State Clearinghouse, Office of Planning and Research, State Clearinghouse and Planning 
Unit, January 13, 2015. 

 
The comment letter received on January 12, 2015 from the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) provides 
information on Caltrans’ traffic impact analysis (TIAs) and CEQA streamlining procedures. The letter also states Caltrans 
recommendations to reduce vehicle miles traveled and promote mass transit, including, but not limited to, locating housing, 
jobs and neighborhood services near major mass transit centers, with connecting streets configured to facilitate walking and 
biking, and encouraging Travel Demand Management measures that promote alternative modes of transportation to single-
driver automobiles. Caltrans requests that secondary impacts to pedestrians and bicyclists resulting from traffic impact 
mitigation measures be addressed in future TIA’s for individual projects under the proposed Project. Caltrans also 
encourages the City to participate in the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority’s Voluntary Contribution Program, which 
helps to fund regional transportation programs that improve the transportation system. These comments do not state  
specific concerns or questions regarding the sufficiency of the analysis or mitigation measures contained in the Initial Study. 
As discussed in the Initial Study on page 45, the proposed Project will have no effect on the circulation system of Milpitas or 
the surrounding area as it will not increase development potential and would not directly or indirectly result in population 
growth. As shown on Figure 2, Housing Opportunity Sites, Milpitas, 2015-2023, the proposed housing sites would be located 
in the Midtown Specific Plan and Transit Area Specific Plan areas. As envisioned in these Specific Plans, most new housing in 
Milpitas will be multi-family housing in transit-oriented development areas. The Caltrans comments are acknowledged and 
will be forwarded to the decision-making bodies for their consideration in reviewing the project. 
 
The comment letter from the State Clearinghouse dated January 13, 2015 acknowledges the City has complied with the 
State Clearinghouse review requirements for draft environmental review documents pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  No response is required.   
 


