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 CITY OF MILPITAS 
SISTER CITIES COMMISSION MINUTES 

 
 
MINUTES: Meeting of Sister Cities Commission (SCC) 

DATE OF MEETING: Thursday, May 28, 2009 

PLACE OF MEETING: Milpitas City Hall, 455 E. Calaveras Blvd., Committee Meeting Room 

 
I. ROLL  Chair Grilli called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M. 

Commissioners / Alternates Present: Ortega, Arbaugh, Grilli, Chen, Serpa, 
Mateo 

 Commissioners Absent: Tran, Hardin, Arefi 

 City Council Liaison Present:  Vice Mayor McHugh 

 MUSD Liaison Present:  Gwan Alisantosa 

 Staff Present:  Cuciz, Harris 

 
II. ALTERNATES Alternate Commissioner Serpa was seated. 
 
III. PLEDGE Chair Grilli led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
IV. MINUTES MOTION to approve the Minutes of April 23, 2009. 
 M/S:  Mateo/Arbaugh  AYES:  All 

 NAYS: None  ABSTAIN: Serpa 
  

V. AGENDA MOTION to approve the May 28, 2009 agenda. 

 M/S:  Chen/Ortega  AYES:  All 

 NAYS: None ABSTAIN: Serpa 

 

VI. ANNOUNCEMENT AND CORRESPONDENCE:   
The commission introduced and welcomed new Alternate Commissioner Karen Serpa.  Another 
announcement was made that there is another new Alternate Commissioner, Miriam Hardin, (who was 
not present.) 

 
VII. PUBLIC FORUM:  None present. 
 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS:  

1. FRIENDSHIP CITY REQUEST FROM NAM-GU, INCHEON CITY, SOUTH KOREA 
 David Chang, Co-Chairman of the Korean American Federation of South West States, is 
requesting for Milpitas to form an informal Friendship relationship with the city of Nam-gu, Incheon 
Province, South Korea. The population of Incheon is approximately 2.8million people. Nam-gu city’s 
population is approximately 440,000. There are two major universities in Nam-gu and Mr. Chang 
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indicated that this area is also focused on the high tech industry.  Chair Grilli noted that Milpitas’ focus 
is on governmental, social, cultural, and student exchanges. The commission would not necessarily 
focus on a business only exchange.  Staff liaison Cuciz noted that according to Sister Cities 
International, an MOU is not necessary for a Friendship relationship, which is considered informal.  
 
 In December 2008, Vice Mayor McHugh met with representatives from Nam-gu who visited 
Milpitas.  Staff liaison Cuciz noted that according to Sister Cities International, an MOU is not required 
for a Friendship relationship, which is considered informal.   The commissioner agreed by consensus 
that they would recognize a Friendship relationship between Milpitas and Nam-gu.  Commissioner Chen 
volunteered to be the lead commissioner for the relationship with Nam-Gu.  Vice Mayor McHugh will 
make an announcement at the June 2nd City Council meeting about the Friendship city status with Nam-
gu. Vice Mayor McHugh suggested that the commissioners could involve the Milpitas’ Chamber of 
Commerce in promotion of Milpitas and Nam-gu’s newly formed Friendship relationship.  
 

IX. OLD BUSINESS: 
 

2. CONSIDERATION OF NON-VOTING STUDENT MEMBER: 
 Chair Grilli has requested the non-voting student member remain agendized until it is determined 
whether or not the process will move forward. Chair Grilli will try to arrange his schedule to attend the 
July 9th Youth Advisory Commission meeting to gauge their interest in having a non-voting student 
member in order to get students more actively involved with the student exchanges.  Staff Liaison Cuciz 
noted that if there were significant student interest, she would still need to check with the City Council 
about their recommendation and approval.  She would also need to work with the City Attorney to 
change the by-laws should the Council approve this change.  
  
3. HUIZHOU CITY, CHINA:         
 Per Lead Commissioner Grilli, Huizhou intends to send a student delegation this fall, during 
Milpitas High School’s homecoming week. Milpitas is looking to reciprocate the visit during Spring 
Break, April 2010, depending on the affordability and interest.  It is assumed that Huizhou students are 
working on their VISA’s and travel paperwork. 

 
4. DAGUPAN CITY, PHILIPPINES:     
 Lead Commissioner Mateo noted that there has been no communication since the last meeting. 
The MOU expires in June 2009. Staff liaison Cuciz will email Farrah Decano the new MOU, extending 
the term to five years for their feedback and approval.  Once Cuciz receives a response from Dagupan 
she will arrange for the MOU renewal to be presented to the City Council on August 18th.  Chair Grilli 
noted that due to state imposed travel restrictions for Dagupan; students who host Dagupan students will 
be offered the opportunity to travel to Huizhou.  

       
5. TSUKUBA CITY, JAPAN:     

Staff liaison Cuciz noted that Tsukuba requested clarification on some of the phrasing in the MOU 
renewal. Per feedback from the commission, Cuciz will clarify the term “students” to mean “non-
university students, ages 12-18”. The MOU should also state “Mayors” of both cities. Additionally, 
Tsukuba needs dates defined for final signatures.  Cuciz will communicate with Tsukuba and it is highly 
likely that the MOU renewal will be presented to the City Council on August 18th. 
 
6. WESTERN EUROPEAN SISTER CITY RESEARCH STATUS REPORT:   

City Updates: 
• Commissioner Arbaugh has not received any response from Hochheim, Germany.  
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• There has also been no contact from Newry, North Ireland.  
• John Forkin, a contact of Commissioner Arbaugh’s in Derby, England, is looking for general 

information regarding Milpitas. The commission is requesting an informational packet to be 
sent off to Derby, which Staff liaison Cuciz will send. 

 
• Commissioner Serpa noted that Florence, Italy is in the midst of an election so she will 

follow up in a couple of months with her contacts in that area.  She will also contact 
surrounding areas of Florence for possible sister city leads. 

 
X. CITY COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT   

 Vice Mayor McHugh reported the following: 

• Provided an update on the change in code for mobile home parks. 

• Circus Vargas will be in town July 2-6th. 

• Rotary Carnival – June 11-14th, at the old Home Depot lot on Landess Ave. 

• Ordinance passed outlawing loitering in median strips that was creating to traffic safety 
problems.  

• Council has authorized the expenditure of $21,000 for the annual 4th of July fireworks display.  
 

XI. SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON REPORT 
   MUSD Liaison Alisantosa reported the following: 

• MUSD received 2009’s Clean Air Award due to the installation of solar panels at the schools. 

• Memorial day flag raising ceremony went well. 

• MUSD is bracing for the impact of next State of California budget issues. They are looking at 
charging for student transportation. 

• MUSD Parcel tax survey- Approved, MUSD can no longer rely on the State.  

• On June 1st, the MUSD will participate in trip to Sacramento consisting of 2 buses with 140 
people from District 3 to speak with state representatives regarding budget issues.  

 
XII. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

1. Sister City & Friendship Relationships / Cultural Exchange 

i. Huizhou City, China  

ii. Dagupan City, PI 

iii. Tsukuba City, Japan – Expiration of Agreement 

iv. Nam-gu, Incheon, South Korea 

2. Western European Sister City Research / Update 

3. Student Representative - Non-voting. 
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XIII. ADJOURNMENT 
No further business was discussed and Chair Grilli adjourned the meeting at 7:58 P.M. until the next 
regularly scheduled meeting on June 25, 2009. 

 

 MOTION to adjourn. 

 M/S:   Chen/Mateo AYES:  All 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Toni Charlop-Harris Holly Cuciz 

Sister Cities Recording Secretary Sister Cities Liaison 
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