
    

Draft MEETING MINUTES 
CITY OF MILPITAS 

 
 

Minutes of:  Regular Meeting of the Milpitas Redevelopment Agency  
 (Including Joint Meeting with the City Council) 

 
Date:  Tuesday, March 2, 2010 

 
Time: 7:00 PM  

 
Location: Milpitas City Hall Council Chambers, 455 E. Calaveras Blvd. 
 

 
 
 

JOINT REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY AND CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
  
RA 1.  CALL TO ORDER Mayor/Agency Chair Livengood called to order the regular meeting of the Milpitas 

Redevelopment meeting jointly with the City Council, at 7:51 PM.  
  
            ROLL CALL PRESENT:  Chair/Mayor Livengood, Vice Chair/Vice Mayor McHugh, Agency/ 

Councilmembers Giordano, Gomez and Polanski  
 
ABSENT:   None 

  
RA 2.  MINUTES Motion:   to approve the Agency meeting minutes of February 16, 2010, as submitted  

 
Motion/Second:   Agency/Councilmember Polanski /Vice Chair/Vice Mayor McHugh 
 
Motion carried by a vote of:                                       AYES: 4    
                                                                                    NOES:  0 
                                                                                    ABSTAIN: 1 (Livengood) 

  
RA 3. Agenda Approval and 
Consent Calendar  

Motion:   to approve the agenda and consent calendar, as submitted  
  
Motion/Second:   Agency/Councilmember Polanski / Vice Chair/Vice Mayor McHugh 
 
Motion carried by a vote of:                            AYES:  5  
                                                                                NOES:  0   

  
RA4. Update on Senior Center 
Construction, Project No. 
8176 

Project Engineer Steve Erickson updated the City Council on the recent construction  
activity on the new Senior Center building. $3.2 million was remaining in the budget to 
complete the project and 23% of the change order contingency used to date.  He displayed 
latest photos of the building’s progress.  
 
Motion:  to receive the staff report on the Senior Center construction progress  
 
Motion/Second:  Vice Chair/Vice McHugh / Agency/Councilmember Gomez 
 
Motion carried by a vote of:                            AYES: 5 
                                                                                NOES: 0 

  
RA5.  Direction on 
Architectural Firm for 
Milpitas Silicon Valley 
Conference Center 

Economic Development Manager Diana Barnhart reported that staff had made a request 
for submittals on a proposal for a possible Silicon Valley Conference Center and it   
yielded 20 proposals.  The site recommended was at properties located at 540 and 570 
Alder Drive. Of the 20 proposals, seven firms were interviewed, three were considered by 
the Council Economic Development subcommittee, and two were recommended to come 
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to the City Council:  Fentress Architects and Group 4 Architecture Planning & Design.  
She reviewed highlights of each firm.  
 
Mayor Livengood asked Ms. Barnhart to explain what the job scope was here, once the 
Council gave direction and confirmed the need for a conference center in the south Bay 
area. Three products would be due at the end of Phase I:  (1) complete a building program, 
(2) a conceptual design and cost estimate for conversion of buildings, and (3) to identify 
funding sources for decision makers to consider.  
 
The Mayor noted that the Council did not yet know costs for such a project, so it was 
difficult to decide or commit to a building or the conference center or a budget at this 
point, but the firm selected would help get to that. He reported that the Subcommittee did 
review the proposals, and he and Ms. Polanski did recommend the two firms at this 
meeting to be presented to the full City Council.  
 
Representatives of Group 4 gave its presentation first, and that was followed by the 
Fentress firm.  
 
Vice Mayor McHugh noted Fentress did original work on the South San Francisco 
Conference Center, and Group 4 Architect did the expansion of that facility. 
 
Councilmember Gomez asked about what would keep the center full and busy.  Ms. 
Barnhart responded it would be a conference center for business, social, and private 
organizations with complete meeting room space.  
 
Mayor Livengood commented that both firms were clearly qualified. His preference 
would be Group 4, yet he would be ok with Fentress if the City Council decided that. 
 
Councilmember Polanski remarked that both firms have strong recommendations and 
experience, and she was impressed with the green sustainable experience of the two firms. 
Strong credentials were presented from both.  She acknowledged the slight advantage of 
Group 4 in that they worked with Milpitas City staff on the new library recently, and has 
an understanding of the City. 
 
Councilmember Giordano asked factual questions about how long each firm had been in 
operation and where their main headquarters were located, and each architect replied.  
 
Councilmember Gomez noted the established experience the City has had with Group 4, 
and felt that firm would do a good job on the new project.  He motioned as follows. 
 
Vice Mayor McHugh acknowledged the Mayor’s effort to reach out to local hotels with 
efforts to make them more competitive in the marketplace.  
 
Motion:  to select Group 4 Architects as the firm to move forward on the next steps 
toward planning a future Milpitas Silicon Valley Conference Center  
 
Motion/Second:  Agency/Councilmember Gomez / Agency/Councilmember Polanski  
 
Motion carried by a vote of:                                  AYES:  5 
                                                                               NOES:  0 

  
*RA6.  Resolution to Amend 
Owner Participation Rules  

Adopted Resolution No. RA366 amending the Rules Governing Participation by Property 
Owners and the Extension of Reasonable Preferences to Business Occupants in Milpitas 
Redevelopment Project Area No. 1.  

  
*RA7. Adjust Grant Funding 
for Green Facility Study  

Adjusted grant funding for Green Facility Study, Project No. 8190 and Department of 
Energy Grant Program, Project No. 8198.  
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RA 8.  ADJOURNMENT Chair/Mayor Livengood adjourned the Redevelopment Agency meeting at 8:24 PM. 
 
 

Meeting minutes respectfully submitted by 
Mary Lavelle, Agency Secretary 

 


