
 

 

May ___, 2011 
 
Will Gimpel 
California High-Speed Rail Authority 
c/o Parsons Brinkerhoff 
303 Second Street, Suite 700 North 
San Francisco, CA 94107-6306 
 
RE: Altamont Corridor Rail Project Alternatives Analysis Report  
 
Dear Mr. Gimpel: 
 
The City of Milpitas thanks you for the opportunity to comment on the Preliminary Alternatives 
Analysis Report.  As stated in our December 2009 letter (see attached), the City is opposed to new aerial 
structures through Milpitas due to the significant impact they would have on the community.   

All three alignment alternatives for the Altamont Corridor Rail project going through Milpitas continue 
to be shown as aerial structures.  The City’s key businesses and commercial centers along the I-880 
corridor would be significantly impacted by these structures resulting in cumulative impacts such as 
business closures and physical deterioration of surrounding properties.  The alignment shown along the 
Union Pacific corridor would also have significant visual impacts and further segment the community.  
The City opposed the aerial alignment option considered in the early designs of the Bay Area Rapid 
Transition extension, which also follows a segment of the UP corridor, due to the significant impacts it 
would have had on the residents as well as bisecting the City creating significant infrastructure, noise, 
and aesthetic impacts. 

City of Milpitas staff participated in the Altamont Corridor Rail Project Technical Working Group 
meetings and reinforced these concerns to the project staff.  There are grave negative noise and 
vibration, visual, aesthetic, and natural resource impacts and secondary negative environmental impacts 
from business decay that would arise from the proposed alternatives.  The entire City Council and I are 
very disappointed with the lack of responsiveness in considering and formulating alternate options to 
address the City’s concerns.   

If you have any questions or concerns regarding our comments, please contact James Lindsay Planning 
& Neighborhood Services Director at (408) 586-3273 or Greg Armendariz Public Works Director / City 
Engineer at (408) 586-3317. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jose S. Esteves 
Mayor City of Milpitas 
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