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From: Mary Lavelle 
Sent: Monday, October 03, 2011 2:11 PM 
To: Rachelle Currie 
Subject: FW: Agenda Item: Plastic Bag Issue 
 
Attachments: ACC Letter to Milpitas.pdf 
Rachelle, here's another letter related to Item No. 5 on tomorrow night's agenda, for the purple folder. 
 
Mary 
 

From: Kenny, Ryan [mailto:Ryan_Kenny@americanchemistry.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 03, 2011 12:40 PM 
To: Jose Esteves; Pete McHugh; Debbie Giordano; Armando Gomez; Althea Polanski 
Cc: Mary Lavelle 
Subject: Agenda Item: Plastic Bag Issue 
 
Dear Honorable Members of the Milpitas City Council,
 
Please find attached a letter from the American Chemistry Council offering comments on the plastic bag 
agenda item scheduled for Tuesday evening’s meeting.  We would appreciate your consideration of our 
views.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ryan Kenny
Manager, State Affairs
American Chemistry Council
 
1121 L Street, Suite 609
Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone (916) 448-2581
Fax     (916) 442-2449
Cell     (916) 606-5772
www.americanchemistry.com
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ This message may contain confidential information and is 
intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named addressee do not disseminate, 
distribute or copy this email. Please notify the sender immediately by email if you have received this 
email by mistake and delete this email from your system. E-mail transmission cannot be guaranteed to 
be secure or error-free as information could be intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late or 
incomplete, or contain viruses. The sender therefore does not accept liability for any errors or omissions 
in the contents of this message which arise as a result of email transmission. American Chemistry 
Council, 700 – 2nd Street NE, Washington, DC 20002, www.americanchemistry.com 
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921 11th Street, Suite 420 ● SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 ● (916) 443-5422 FAX: (916) 443-3912 ● www.cawrecycles.org 
 

October 3, 2011 

 

Jose Esteves, Mayor 

City of Milpitas 

455 East Calaveras Boulevard 

Milpitas, California 95035 

 

Re: Reduction of Single-Use Carryout Bags – Support  

 

 

Dear Honorable Mayor Esteves, 

 

On behalf of Californians Against Waste and its hundreds of members in Santa Clara County, I respectfully urge 

you to support and move forward with a proposed single-use bag ordinance for the City of Milpitas. Plastic bags 

are a costly, environmentally damaging, and easily preventable source of litter and pollution. Fourteen local 

jurisdictions have already passed similar ordinances to deal with this issue, including Santa Clara County and the 

City of San Jose. 

 

In these tough economic times, a single-use bag ordinance would help lower cleanup and compliance costs. 

Californians use an estimated 12 billion plastic bags per year. According to CalRecycle, only three percent of 

these bags are actually recycled. The rest end up in landfills and as litter. Prior to passing its ordinance, the City of 

San Jose spent nearly $9 million each year to manage street litter and implement litter control programs for creek 

protection in compliance with stormwater permit requirements. Studies found that up to 23% of the litter collected 

in San Jose area creeks was composed of plastic bags. 

 

In addition to the economic benefits of a plastic bag ban, there are countless environmental benefits. These 

include reduced use of natural resources for bag production, reduced wildlife fatalities from strangulation and 

suffocation, and improved water and soil quality. For all intents and purposes, plastic never biodegrades but 

slowly photo degrades. As it photo degrades, plastic film breaks into smaller and smaller pieces which attract 

surrounding toxins. When mistaken as a food source, these plastic particles form a progressively greater health 

risk of food chain contamination. 

 

Plastic marine pollution is a global problem with local solutions. Banning the free distribution of bags is widely 

considered an appropriate and practical legislative action that can protect our environment and save financial 

resources.   

 

CAW thanks you for your environmental leadership on this issue and urges you to continue that leadership 

example by moving forward with single-use bag ordinance. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Mark Murray 

Executive Director 

 

cc: City Council Members 
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From: Mary Lavelle 
Sent: Monday, October 03, 2011 4:17 PM 
To: Rachelle Currie 
Subject: FW: Milpitas Bag Legislation 
 
Attachments: Schmeer Complaint.pdf 
To City Council: 
 

From: Phil Rozenski [mailto:Phil.Rozenski@hilexpoly.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 03, 2011 4:02 PM 
To: Mary Lavelle 
Subject: Milpitas Bag Legislation 
 
Ms. Lavelle,
 
As an employee of Hilex Poly, an industry leading manufacturer and recycler of plastic bag and 
film products, I have been following with interest the recent bag conversation in California. With 
a vote on this issue approaching, I wanted to share some information about the real impacts of 
bag legislation and an alternative – recycling – that achieves the goal of reducing litter while 
protecting the 10,000+ Americans employed by the plastic bag manufacturing and recycling 
industry, many of whom are Californians. 
 
Experience shows bag legislation cripples green job growth while producing no benefits for the 
environment or consumers. Put simply, a yes vote on banning plastic bags in Pasadena will:

•         Decrease jobs in California
•         Increase dependence on foreign oil 
•         Increase global greenhouse gas emissions
•         Decrease recycling of plastic bags, sacks and wraps
•         Not decrease the amount of plastic entering the waste stream  

 
I also wanted to let you know that earlier today, several California residents and Hilex Poly filed 
a lawsuit against the County of Los Angeles in response to the County’s decision to ban the use 
of plastic carry out bags and impose an unconstitutional tax on paper carry out bags provided by 
retail stores. Los Angeles County’s bag “charge” on consumers violates Proposition 26, which 
clearly requires local taxes be approved by a two-thirds vote. The ten-cent tax imposed on bags 
was never approved by voters much less by a two-thirds vote. Proposition 26 was implemented 
to counter situations exactly like this one where taxes are labeled by the local government as 
‘fees’ in order to circumvent the electoral process. I have attached the Complaint to this email for 
your reference. 
 
If you have any questions or would like to discuss the facts about plastic bags and the impacts of 
plastic bag legislation, please let me know; I am available to discuss this further with you at any 
time.
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Thank you,
 
v/r
 
Philip R. Rozenski
Director of Marketing and Sustainability
 618 402-4244
phil.rozenski@hilexpoly.com
 
Learn the facts about plastic bags at www.bagtheban.com
 
Hilex Poly Co., LLC
1780 Belt Way Drive
St. Louis, MO 63114
 
 
This e-mail message and all documents which accompany it are intended only for the use of the 
individual or entity to which addressed, and may contain privileged or confidential information. Any 
unauthorized disclosure or distribution of this e-mail message is prohibited. If you have received this e-
mail message in error, please notify the sender and delete this from all computers. 
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