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City Manager

G 1700
Milpitas Police Officers Association RECEIVED

August 2, 2012

Dear, Mayor Esteves, Vice Mayor McHugh, Councilmember Giordano, Councilmember Gomez,
Council Member Polanski

I am writing to you on behalf of the members of the Milpitas Police Officers Association.. As
you know, several months ago the Council directed the City Manager to prepare a Request for
Proposal (RFP) for the outsourcing of police services. At the time, this proposal was made for
the stated purpose of looking at all cost savings options available to the City to balance the
budget. Since that time, the City has passed a balanced budget that, according to the City
Manager, not only effectively deals with the current fiscal year’s budget short-falls but also deals
with the structural deficit.

The purpose of this letter is to respectfully ask that you repeal your direction to staff for an
RFP for the outsourcing of police services. 1 kmow that asking for an RFP and the actual
outsourcing of police services are two different issues. 1 also strongly believe that the likelihood
of police services every being outsourced is slim, at best. What I'm asking for would be a
symbolic show of support for the hard working and dedicated men and women of the Milpitas
Police Department.

Qutsourcing of police services is often times considered a “nuclear option” when it comes to
the contracting out of services that are provided by a city. In most cases, it’s a drastic action
reserved for cities that can no longer afford to provide police services or for cities with police
departments that are plagued by corruption and/or persistent accusations and law suits pertaining
to civil rights violations. Needless to say, none of those attributes can be applied to the City of
Milpitas, or its police department. In fact, the Milpitas Police Department has consistently
demonstrated the ability to provide exemplary police services with diminishing resources. This is
evident by the 8.26% drop in the crime rate, a 42-year low. We also have the support of our
community and the community has stated that public safety is one of their highest priorities.

Even though we arc aware that the request for the RFP does not amount to the Council
supporting the outsourcing of police services, the very fact that the option is being looked at has
had a negative impact on morale at the police department. The men and women of the Milpitas
Police Department have been working tirelessly to provide top-notch police services to the
community while effectively addressing crime and lowering the crime rate. We have met every
challenge that could face a police department in these hard budget times. We have agreed to
every financial concession requested of us. It’s bard for us to imagine why anyone would even
consider looking at the option of outsourcing police services.

Since this RFP was proposed, citizens and business members from all over the community
have reached out to employees at all levels of the Milpitas Police Department offering their
support and reaffirming their confidence and appreciation of the services we provide. I humbly
ask that you do the same by making this gesture of support and repeal your directive for an RFP
for the outsourcing of police services.

Sincerely,

oy
Matt Toffey,‘PrefMlpitas Police Officers Association

ce. City Manager Tom Williams, Acting Police Chief Steve Pangelinan
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. SCC-MTA Template for Resolutions by Local Governments 3/13/12

Resolution that Corporations are Not People and Money is Not Speech

WHEREAS,
¢ Democracy means governance by the people;

e The citizens of the City (or County) of hope to protect democracy in our
community and our nation; and

WHEREAS,

e Corporations are artificial entities separate from human beings and are not naturally endowed
with conscience or the rights of human beings;

» Corporations are creations of law and are only permitted to do what is authorized under law;
and

WHEREAS,

» Corporations are not mentioned in the Constitution. The People have never granted
constitutional rights to corporations;

WHEREAS,

e Corporations claim to be persons, possessing the rights of personho'od, including free speech
and other constitutional freedoms guaranteed by the Bill of Rights and the 14th Amendment
to the Constitation of the United States; and

WHEREAS,

e Corporations have unduly influenced and unfairly interfered with democratic processes by
pressuring our legislators and dominating election campaigns with virtually unlimited
contributions; and

WHEREAS,

e When freedom to speak is equated with freedom to spend money, millionis of people who
have less money are de facto disenfranchised because their free speech is overwhelmed by
the message of those spending millions of dollars;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of (or Board
of Supervisors of the County of ) calls for amending the Constitutions of the United
States and California to establish that

1. Only human beings, not corporations, are endowed with rights that are protected by the
constitution, and

2. Money 1s not speech, and therefore the expenditure of money to influence the electoral
process 1s not a form of constitutionally protected speech and may be regulated.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Council of hereby calls on our state
and federal representatives to enact resolutions and legislation to advance this effort.
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