
 
 

 
February 8, 2013 

CHARLES SAKAI 
CELL:  (415) 299-0856 

CSAKAI@PUBLICLAWGROUP.COM 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
CONFIDENTIAL 
ATTORNEY/CLIENT PRIVILEGE 
 
Michael Ogaz 
City Attorney 
City of Milpitas 
455 E. Calaveras Blvd. 
Milpitas, CA 95035 
mogaz@ci.milpitas.ca.gov 
 
 Re: Retention of Services 
 
Dear Michael - 
 
 This letter sets forth proposed terms for retention of my firm to provide advice and, as needed, 
representation in connection with labor relations and employment matters. 
 
 The Firm will bill the City of Milpitas for professional services at our standard hourly billing 
rates in effect at the time services are rendered.  For 2013, our partner rates are $285 to $400.1  Our 
associate rates depend on the associate’s years of labor and employment experience out of law school and 
the rates are $215 to $285.  Non-attorney Human Resources and Labor Relations Consultants rates range 
from $160 to $225.  Paralegals are billed at $105 to $135 per hour.  Billing is done in 1/10s of an hour 
increments.  This agreement has a cap of $50,000 and the parties understand that once the monetary cap is 
reached, additional work will not be allowed unless the City extends the agreement. 
 
 In addition, the Firm charges separately for certain costs incurred in the representation, as well as 
for any disbursements to third parties made on a client’s behalf.  Such costs and disbursements include, 
for example, the following:  travel (at the IRS rate in effect at the time the travel occurs), computer-
assisted research, transcription, overnight delivery and messenger services.  For major disbursements to 
third parties, invoices may be sent directly to you for payment.  The Firm also bills for time spent 
traveling on a client’s behalf at our normal hourly rates. 
 
  

                                                            
1 These rates are reviewed and may be modified every year, generally in January.   
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We will bill you on a monthly basis for serviced performed and costs incurred.  Payment is due 
within 30 days of the date an invoice is rendered.  Past due amounts will be shown on the invoice. 
 
 You may terminate our services at any time, subject to any applicable requirements for 
withdrawal of counsel imposed by a tribunal.  The Firm reserves the right to withdraw from the 
representation for failure of the client to make timely payment of fees, costs, and disbursements in 
accordance with the fee arrangement described in this letter, or for any other reason permitted by the 
applicable Rules of Professional Conduct. 
  

Please let me know if you have any questions or comments regarding this letter or any other 
matter.  If the terms are agreeable, please sign below and return the original of this letter to me. 
 
      Sincerely, 

  
      Charles Sakai 
 
 
CDS/lr 
 
 

THE CITY OF MILPITAS AGREES TO THE TERMS SET FORM ABOVE. 
 
 

 
       Dated:     , 2013 
Michael Ogaz 
City Attorney 
 
 
 
 




