September 12th, 2014 *6

Mr. Jose S. Esteves
Mayor of Milpitas

Dear Mayor Esteves:

I hope you, the staff of the city hall and the citizens of Milpitas are in the best spirit. Iwould
like to extend my congratulations and best wishes to you and the residents of Milpitas on the
60th anniversary of Milpitas City.

It has been 18 years since Milpitas City and the former Kukizaki Town established the sister
city relationship in July of 1996. We have heen exchanging through various fruitful events
and projects such as homestays, English teachers dispatching, the photo exhibition, the E-Pal
project etc.

Besides, it is fresh to our memory that the citizens of Milpitas have sent to Tsukuba City kind
donations for the Great East Japan Earthquake in March 2011. We never forget your

warmest consideration.

Moreover, your supporting message for “IIACP Fair and Exhibition in Akiba”, which was held
in March this year, encouraged us and it consequently gave us a great momentum for our
contribution to the Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics 2020. Again let me thank you for your

kind cooperation.

By the way, it has been five years since the two cities concluded MOU for the sister city
agreement in 2009. As I mentioned above, we have been promoting interactions by email
exchanges among young students, though the homestay projects could not be accomplished in
the past five years. I am grateful and sure that we have completed the new MOU to promise
that citizens of both cities can feel more and more familiar with each other and can

communicate in various fields and ways.

Lastly, I wish to express a hope that the relationship and friendship between our two cities will

continue to flourish and grow, and wish you and all the citizens of Milpitas the very best.

Sincerely,

Kenichi Ichihara
Mavor of Teulkktiba ity
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

TSUKUBA

AGREEMENT TO CONTINUE A SISTER CITY RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
THE CITY OF MILPITAS, USA, AND THE CITY OF TSUKUBA, JAPAN

This Memorandum of Understanding is an agreement to update and continue a Sister City
Relationship between the City of Milpitas, USA, and the City of Tsukuba, Japan.

WHEREAS, a continued Sister City relationship between the City of Milpitas and the City
of Tsukuba will enrich cultural understanding, create exchange opportunities, and encourage
goodwill between the Cities, and;

WHEREAS, to further develop our long term and successful friendship, both Cities agree to
continue the Sister City Relationship on the following terms:

1. Provide support to encourage and facilitate opportunities for mutually beneficial and
practical cuﬂural exchanges. These exchanges do not always necessitate travel and
can include informational exchanges such as art, business and commerce, science and
technology, culture and history, education, sports, public health and administration.

2. Citizens, civic and business groups of each city are recognized as ambassadors of
oodwill to organize cultural exchanges that may travel and the informational exchanges

isted above.

3. Cultural exchange visit involving adults and junior hi1g1h and/or high school students
ranging in age from 12 - 18 may be considered. Each visit will be reviewed in
advance between the Milpitas Sister Cities Commission and the City of Tsukuba.
Cultural exchange visit details and activities, including the number of visitors, shall be
cooperatively agreed upon between the Cities. Activities shall be provided with the
objective to deepen cuﬁural awareness and friendship.

4. It is recommended that both Cities facilitate electronic pen pal relationships between
students ranging in age from 14— 18 within each academic school year. Both Cities will
also encourage online communication between their citizens.

5. The Cities will maintain and facilitate open channels of communication and
cooperation on questions and issues of common concern.

6. The effective term of this Memorandum of Understanding shall be for five (5) years
beginning October 7, 2014. Prior to the expiration of the Memorandum of
Understanding, the Sister City Relationship will be reviewed by the Milpitas Sister
Cities Commission and the City of Tsukuba to evaluate the progress of the
relationship, as well as recommend whether the relationship shall continue.

7. This agreement represents the entire agreement between the Cities. It may not be
changed or modified without a signed agreement by the Mayors of both Cities.

These two Cities hereby execute this Memorandum of Understanding for five years to begin
on October 7, 2014.

City of Milpitas City of Tsukuba
On its behalf On its behalf
Jose S. Esteves, Mayor Kenichi [chihara, Mayor

Date Signed: Date Signed:
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