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AGENDA  
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2020 

MILPITAS, CA 
6:30 PM 

 
 

 

For assistance in the following languages, you may call: 
Đối với Việt Nam, gọi  408-586-3122 

Para sa Tagalog, tumawag sa 408-586-3051 
Para español, llame   408-586-3232 

 
City Council meeting is held via teleconference/Zoom webinar only (no physical meeting space).   

Submit virtual public comments on the form online, to be read aloud by City Clerk. 

 
 

Meeting shall be livestreamed - Go to:  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CityofMilpitas/  

YouTube: https://www.ci.milpitas.ca.gov/youtube  
Web Streaming: https://www.ci.milpitas.ca.gov/webstreaming 

 
Virtual public comments may be submitted on a form from the City website: 

http://www.ci.milpitas.ca.gov/spcomment  

 

 

 
 

MILPITAS CITY COUNCIL CODE OF CONDUCT 
 

 Be respectful and courteous (words, tone, and body language). 

 Model civility. 

 Avoid surprises. 

 Praise publicly and criticize privately. 

 Focus on the issue, not the person. 

 Refrain from using electronic devices while on the Council dais. 

 Disclose conflicts of interest and affiliations related to agenda items. 

 Separate governing from campaigning. 

 The Council speaks with one voice after making policy on issues. 

 Respect the line between policy and administration. 

 Council will hold one another accountable to comply with this Code of Conduct. 
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CALL MEETING TO ORDER by Mayor and ROLL CALL by City Clerk 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

PUBLIC FORUM 
Those interested are invited to address the City Council and the Planning Commission on the agenda item listed below, 
by submitting comments in writing on the form available online. Submitters may state their name and city of residence for 
the record, and limit remarks to be read out loud by the City Clerk to three minutes, or less. 
 
Virtual public comments may be submitted on a form from the City website: http://www.ci.milpitas.ca.gov/spcomment  

 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST AND CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

Conduct a Joint Study Session with the Milpitas Planning Commission and Receive a 
Presentation on Draft 2040 Milpitas General Plan (Staff Contact: Ned Thomas, 408-586-3273) 
 
Recommendation:  Conduct a Joint Study Session with the Milpitas Planning Commission and City 
Council, and receive a presentation on the draft Milpitas General Plan and provide feedback. 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

 

 

 
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS UNDER THE OPEN GOVERNMENT ORDINANCE 

Government’s duty is to serve the public, reaching its decisions in full view of the public. Commissions and 
other City agencies exist to conduct the people’s business.  This ordinance assures that deliberations are 
conducted before the people and City operations are open to the people’s review. For more information on 

your rights under the Open Government Ordinance or to report a violation, contact the City Attorney’s 
office at Milpitas City Hall, 455 E. Calaveras Blvd., Milpitas, CA  95035 

e-mail: cdiaz@ci.milpitas.ca.gov  /  Phone:  408-586-3040 
 

The Open Government Ordinance is codified in the Milpitas Municipal Code as Title I Chapter 310 and is 
available online at the City’s website www.ci.milpitas.ca.gov by selecting the Milpitas Municipal Code link. 

 
Materials related to an item on this agenda submitted to the City Council after initial distribution of the 

agenda packet are available for public inspection at the City Clerk’s office at Milpitas City Hall, 3rd floor 
455 E. Calaveras Blvd., Milpitas and on City website.  City Council agendas and related materials can be 

viewed online: www.ci.milpitas.ca.gov/government/council/agenda_minutes.asp (select meeting date) 
 

APPLY TO SERVE ON A CITY COMMISSION 
Commission application forms are available online at www.ci.milpitas.ca.gov 

Contact the City Clerk’s office at 408-586-3003 for more information. 
 

 
 
If you need assistance, per the Americans with Disabilities Act, for any City of Milpitas public meeting, 
please call the City Clerk at 408-586-3001 or send an e-mail to mlavelle@ci.milpitas.ca.gov prior to the 
meeting.  You may request a larger font agenda or arrange for mobility assistance. 
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CITY OF MILPITAS 
AGENDA REPORT 

(AR) 
 
 
 

Item Title: Conduct a Joint Study Session with the Milpitas Planning Commission and 
Receive a Presentation on the Draft 2040 Milpitas General Plan 

Category: Community Development 

Meeting Date: 9/29/2020 

Staff Contact: Ned Thomas, Planning Director, 408-586-3273 
Jessica Garner, Planning Manager, 408-586-3284 

Recommendations: 1. Conduct a Joint Study Session with the Milpitas Planning Commission  
2. Receive a presentation on the draft Milpitas General Plan and provide feedback 

 

BACKGROUND 

The Milpitas General Plan establishes a long-range vision for how the community will grow and a legal 
foundation for all land use and development decisions in the community. The General Plan is the City’s 
“constitution" or blueprint because it establishes goals and policies to guide growth, land development, traffic 
circulation, housing, conservation, fiscal sustainability, economic development, and other important topics over 
the next 20 years. The current Milpitas General Plan was adopted on December 20, 1994, and last amended in 
November 2010.  
 
In late August 2020, City staff and the consultant team released the draft General Plan Update for review by 
the City Council, Planning Commission, General Plan Advisory Committee (GPAC), and the general public. on 
On September 10, 2020, the GPAC met to review and discuss the draft General Plan document and provide 
initial feedback. Members of the public were also invited to review the document and provide feedback via the 
project website at www.Milpitas.generalplan.org.  
 
This special joint Study Session with the City Council and Planning Commission will be an opportunity for both 
bodies to receive an overview of the draft General Plan, discuss the contents with staff and the consultants, 
and provide initial feedback. Members of the public may also provide intial comment on the draft General Plan.  
 
The consultant team expects to complete work on the draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the General 
Plan in mid-October. The EIR is a document that meets the requirements of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) and provides analysis of the potential environmental impacts of the Draft General Plan. 
The draft General Plan and EIR will circulate for a six-week public review period, and the consultant and staff 
will hold a virtual public workshop during this time. The workshop will include an overview of the documents, 
provide an opportunity for the community to ask questions, and provide opportunities for feedback and input on 
the Draft General Plan and EIR, and all public comments will be presented to the Planning Commission and 
City Council for review and consideration during the formal adoption hearings in late 2020 or early 2021.   
 
ANALYSIS 

The draft General Plan document has been prepared to meet all applicable requirements of State law. Staff 
looks forward to receiving feedback on this draft document from the City Council and the Planning 
Commission. As noted above, the consultant team is also working on the draft EIR. The EIR will be circulated 
for a mandatory 45-day review period in conformance with CEQA to receive public input from the Milpitas 
community, public agencies, and stakeholders. The Planning Commission and City Council will have the 
opportunity to review the EIR during the adoption process for the General Plan.    
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Several critical steps have been completed throughout the process of updating the General Plan, and 
extensive public and community outreach has been a cornerstone of this effort. The list below summarizes the 
key approaches taken by the City to enhance community participation in the General Plan Update: 
 
Project Website (www.Milpitas.generalplan.org) 

• The project website is a clearinghouse of all project documents and reports and provides information on 
meetings and materials as well as opportunities for the public to contact the project team directly. Several 
dozen members of the public have sent emails to the project team via the website. 

 
Community Visioning Workshops 

• Three community visioning workshops provided an opportunity for the public to learn more about the 
project and provide input on land use changes, key issues and challenges, and priorities to be addressed 
in the General Plan Update. 

 
Project Newsletters 

• Two project newsletters provided periodic updates on project status and ways for the public to get involved, 
and stay involved, in the General Plan Update process. 

 
Land Use Alternatives Report 

• The Land Use Alternatives Report provided a summary of community and City leadership input related to 
potential land use changes. The Report presented analysis for 14 Opportunity Areas within Milpitas where 
land uses changes were identified for further consideration. Each Opportunity Area was quantitatively and 
qualitatively analyzed to determine potential growth effects, fiscal and economic implications, traffic 
implications, and the alternative’s consistency with the community’s vision. 

 
General Plan Advisory Committee (GPAC) Meetings 

• The GPAC held 13 meetings through September 2020, and additional meetings will be held to review the 
Draft General Plan. The GPAC has been instrumental in the development of the Draft General Plan and 
has provided specific input related to each General Plan topic. Additionally, the GPAC reviewed and 
provided feedback on General Plan goals and policies as they were developed.   

 
City Council Briefings and Study Sessions 

• The project team held six briefings or study sessions with the Council at significant points in the General 
Plan Update process to discuss important issues and receive direction. Significant meetings were held in 
May and October of 2019 where the Council reviewed the 14 Opportunity Areas identified in the Land Use 
Alternatives Report and provided specific input and direction on a draft Land Use Map. The Land Use Map 
included in the Draft General Plan reflects the Council’s unanimous support and direction given in the 
October 2019 study session. 

 
Email and Web Updates 

• Staff has continuously maintained an email list of interested parties and has sent notifications and updates 
with each key milestone in the General Plan Update process. Updates have also been provided through 
both the City website and the General Plan website.   

 
FISCAL IMPACT 

This is an information item for Council review and comment with no fiscal impact.  
  
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) 

The City will prepare a full Environmental Impact Report (EIR) as part of the General Plan Update project. The 
current phase of the overall process is not a project under CEQA because no decisions will be made at this 
meeting. 
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Recommendations 

1. Conduct a Joint Study Session with the Milpitas Planning Commission  

2. Receive a presentation on the draft Milpitas General Plan and provide feedback 
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