
 
Debriefing Butte... 
It’s time again for my monthly newsletter. My first thought was 
“this month will be easy, I have tons to write about after my two-
week deployment.” If you were not aware, I was deployed to Butte 
County Emergency Operations Center to assist their overworked 
staff in support of the devastating “Camp Fire” in Paradise, CA. 
  

But what is my reality? I have a notebook full of information and a head swimming with what to 
do with it all. I have drafted and deleted this column three times and now I am realizing what the 
word “de-briefing” really means.  
  
My deployment to Butte County was an exhausting, meticulous, frustrating, educational, yet 
rewarding opportunity. As demanding as it was, I would go back and do all over again in a 
heartbeat.  I worked 14 days straight, completing over 150 hours in the Care & Shelter Operations 
Unit. I worked alongside staff from the Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (CalOES), the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), the American Red Cross, and many other state 
and local agencies. Sadly, many of these professionals had a great deal of experience with large 
scale disasters. 
 
The most extraordinary, dare I say heroic, example of public service I have ever had the 
opportunity to witness was demonstrated by the Butte County Staff. I was working next to public 
safety professionals, many of who barely escaped the fire, and/or lost their homes and left their 
families daily so they could come to work (for more than 12 hours a day) to guarantee their 
community’s basic needs- housing, medication, food/water, transportation and sanitation- were 
met. 
  
As I started processing what internal fortitude it must take to work under these unimaginable 
circumstances, it occurred to me that this occurs at every disaster. This is exactly what we are 
constantly preparing for. If there is ever an epic disaster in Milpitas, your city staff will be these 
“heroes”. 
 
Over the next few months, I will be discussing the tragedy in Paradise—lessons learned, new 
processes, maybe new programs, and possibly the reprioritization of the objectives of my office. 
But for now, in honor of those who were lost, and those who have lost- PREPARE YOUR 
FAMILY! You prepare for education, finance, vacation, and your future, but what happens when 

that one unexpected disaster strikes and you did not prepare yourself or your family.  
  
Don’t know where to begin? Contact me. I will personally sit down with you and get you started 
on a plan for your family.  
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Welcome New Fire Chief Brian Sherrard! 

I am excited to announce the appointment of the new Milpitas Fire 

Chief, Brian Sherrard. He comes to Milpitas from Tualatin Valley 

Fire and Rescue based in Tigard, Oregon, with over 20 years 

experience in the fire service. The Office of Emergency Services is 

very excited to welcome Chief Sherrard and look forward to his 

leadership. 

2019 is Kicking Off with a Busy Start! 
 

1/5, 9 am: RACES Field Ops  Type 3A Training   

1/10, 6 pm: PG&E CERT Training 

1/12, 9 am: RACES Ops Type 3B Training 

1/17, 6 pm: CERT Leadership Planning Team Meeting 

1/17, 7 pm: Public Safety & Emergency Preparedness Commission 

1/19, 2 pm: 2019 CERT/RACES Kick Off  with the Milpitas PD  

 

The Milpitas Office of 

Emergency Services would 

like to wish you and your 

loved ones a happy and safe 

holiday season. 


