
City of Milpitas 
Neighborhood Services and Education Subcommittee 

City Hall, Committee Conference Room  
 

Meeting Notes 
Tuesday, April 27, 2010 

 
1.  Flag Salute Council member Polanski led the subcommittee in the Flag Salute. 
 
2.  Call to Order Council member Polanski called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m. 
 
Attendance: City Council: Councilmember Polanski  
 City Council Absent: 

Staff: 
 
Guests: 

Vice Mayor McHugh 
Steve Erickson; Bonnie Greiner; Renee Lorentzen; 
Jennifer Tagalog 
Jan Beran, PAC Committee Member 
 

 
3. Public Forum (remarks limit to 3 minutes): None. 

 
 
4.  Announcements: Councilmember Polanski reported that the new Senior Center is looking 
wonderful.  She was very pleased with the progress.   
  
 Bonnie Greiner, Parks and Recreation Director reported on the following: 

- Summer registration for Milpitas Residents will begin on Saturday, May 1, 2010, 
at the Milpitas Community Center. 

- The Grand Opening of Calle Oriente will be held on May 22, 2010, at 10 a.m.  
 
She also provided a sample of the coffee mug and pass holder for the giveaways for 
the Senior Center Grand Opening. 

 
 
5.  Approval of Agenda 

 Council member Polanski approved the March 30, 2010, agenda as submitted. 
 

 
6.  Review of Minutes from the March 30, 2010 Meeting 

 Council member Polanski approved the March 30, 2010, meeting minutes as submitted. 
  



7. Update on New Senior Center (Steve Erickson, Project Manager) 
 
Steve Erickson, Project Manager, provided an update on the details of the construction activities as 
follows: 
 

- Casework, electrical, mechanical, & plumbing finishes, 
- Installation of tile, hardwood, vinyl floor systems, 
- Site work, drainage, & irrigation, 
- FF&E including furniture & fitness equipment, 
- The project has a 20-rain day allowance, and 13-days have been used. 

 
Mr. Erickson asked if it would be agreeable with the subcommittee to go directly to the full council with 
the Veterans Memorial conceptual plans when the pricing is received from the contractor to ensure the 
Veterans Memorial is completed at the opening of the Senior Center.  It was also noted that the 
conceptual plans were previously reviewed by the Veterans Committee as requested.  Council member 
Polanski was fine with going directly to the full council on the Veterans Memorial.   
 
The project is 90% completed and continues to remain on schedule with the proposed opening in August 
2010. 
 
Council member Polanski received the New Senior Center Update. 
 
8. Milpitas Senior Center Interior Art Proposal Review (Renee Lorentzen, Acting Senior Center 

Supervisor) 
 
At the April 26, 2010 Public Art Committee meeting, the committee voted to recommend four art 
proposal pieces for four Art Designated areas in the new Milpitas Senior Center: Entrance Vestibule, 
Lobby Fireplace, Lobby Wall, Hallway.  Art pieces chosen are complimentary to the center’s color 
schemes, architecture and have subject matter pleasing to seniors.   
 
The Senior Center Interior Art project was approved at $25,000.00 for all art spaces.  The Art Spaces, 
artists and art piece costs are assigned as follows: 
 
Entrance Vestibule:   Adrian Litman, “Thriving Energy” - $8,750 
Lobby Fireplace:     Adrian Litman, “Garden Fantasy” - $4,900 
Lobby Wall:  Joanie Popeo, “Our View” - $3,900 
Hallway:  Adrian Litman, “Four Seasons” - $4,750 
Total Cost:  $22,300.00 
 
Renee Lorentzen reported that the Senior Advisory Commission met on April 27, 2010, and 
recommended the following selections: 
 
Entrance Vestibule:    Joanie Popeo,  “The Backside of the Hill” - $9,900 
Lobby Fireplace:    Joanie Popeo, “Our View” - $3,900  
Lobby Wall:  Brenda Price,  “Leaf Collage” - $3,900   
Hallway:  Adrian Litman, “Four Seasons” - $4,750 (same as Public Art Committee) 
Total Cost:  $22,450.00 
 
Acting Senior Center Supervisor, Renee Lorentzen reviewed the artist submitted renderings for all the 
pieces in preference of the Public Art Committee and the Senior Advisory Commission.  She explained 
the thoughts and reasons why the various groups selected the above mentioned pieces of artwork.       
 



A member of the audience inquired if there were other areas in the facility that would accommodate 
additional artwork at a later date.  Staff explained that the four areas discussed are areas that were 
specifically designed to hold the weight of larger art pieces, however, that additional artwork could 
potentially be added in various wall spaces throughout the facility.  Council member Polanski 
suggested offering a Phantom Art Gallery which could be hosted in various classrooms at the facility. 
 
Jan Beran, Public Art Committee Member, objected to the “Thriving Energy” art piece because it could 
be taken as a racist piece.  He felt it was a conflict of interest having different minorities in the piece 
and depicting a socialistic realism.  He quoted a saying from Ronald Reagan and indicated that we are 
all the same and thought we should not divide each other on racial lines. 
 
Council member Polanski asked if the artist for “Thriving Energy” would be open to changing the 
subject matter in the piece (i.e. something to memorialize the history of Milpitas, show more 
landscaping of Milpitas, or possibly show the founding fathers of Milpitas).  Staff explained that the all 
the artists have been willing to be flexible(i.e. changing color schemes/subject matter) and take 
suggestions from the City, however if major changes were to occur, the piece would not likely be 
installed at the Opening of the Facility.  Council member Polanski also noted that she didn’t care for 
the words on the art piece. 
 
A member of the public felt it would be meaningless to show pictures of the “founding fathers” for 
those who don’t know who they are or what they did for Milpitas.  Staff explained that a credit to the 
artist could include a write up about the history in a visible location, so that viewers could read 
information about the individuals and their contributions to Milpitas’s history. 
 
Council member Polanski was in favor of the above recommendations made by the Public Art 
Committee with above suggested changes on the “Thriving Energy” piece. 
 
This item will be agendized for the May 4, 2010, City Council meeting for final consideration. 
 
9. Next Meeting Date – May 25, 2010 
 
Future Agenda Items  
May – Review of Senior Center Rental Rates for New Facility and Activity Card Membership Fees 
 
10. Adjournment  
 
Meeting was adjourned at 6:40pm. 
 
 


