
MEETING NOTES 
CITY OF MILPITAS 

 
 

Minutes of: City Council Rules Committee 
Date:  Monday, February 14, 2012 
Time:  4:30 PM 
Location: Committee Room, Milpitas City Hall, 
  455 E. Calaveras Blvd., Milpitas 

 
 
I.         ROLL CALL  PRESENT: Councilmember Debbie Giordano 

ABSENT: Councilmember Armando Gomez 
 

STAFF:  City Manager Tom Williams  
City Attorney Mike Ogaz  
Principal Engineer Fernando Bravo 
City Clerk Mary Lavelle (arrived 4:50 p.m.) 
Deputy City Clerk Donna Biles 

 
             CALL TO ORDER - 4:31 p.m. 
 
II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA   - approved  
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – no quorum 
 
IV. PUBLIC FORUM -  None 
 
V. FACILITIES NAMING – Engineer Fernando Bravo reviewed the February 6, 2012 memo 

regarding Coyote Creek Townhome street naming and the Sinclair Renaissance street naming 
substitution.  Councilmember Giordano requested clarification on the role of the Rules 
Subcommittee, which was explained by staff.  Councilmember Giordano recommended the list of 
names to go forward to the City Council for selection and approval. 

 
Planning Commissioner Larry Ciardella requested the Subcommittee consider naming parks after 
mayors, councilmembers, commissioners, teachers, City workers, service clubs, residents and 
founders. He further requested that City parks provide space for plaques and squares for family 
members’ names and commission they served on, as well as city workers, teachers and service 
clubs.  Councilmember Giordano accepted Mr. Ciardella’s list and recommended he propose this 
to the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources Commission for consideration.   

 
VI. AGENDA REVIEW 

 
Review of February 21, 2012 Council Agenda – Councilmember Giordano requested information 
regarding the anticipated litigation in closed session. City Attorney Ogaz advised the information 
regarding the litigation would be provided at the closed session. Councilmember Giordano 
requested the name of the pastor be listed under Invocation, the budget update be moved to 
“Unfinished Business,” and that two listed agenda items be added to the consent calendar.  She 
further requested the City Manager include in his budget update the status of reducing library 
hours and cancelling the 4th of July event.  
 
Councilmember Giordano inquired who initiated adopting an urgency ordinance and requested 
clarification on the “balancing act” portion for revising the Open Government Ordinance.  The 



 
Rules Committee Meeting                                                           February 14, 2012  2 

City Attorney responded it was by Council action from the closed session of the last City Council 
meeting.  She inquired how ordinance amendments supersede previously approved ordinances.  
She further requested the title be changed to add more clarity for the public.  Councilmember 
Giordano questioned why approval of this item was not brought to the subcommittee first, 
directed questions to the City Attorney on the role of the Rules Subcommittee, if this 
subcommittee assumed the responsibilities of the previous Open Government Subcommittee and 
what those responsibilities were. Councilmember Giordano further requested an explanation of 
the parameters for calling for an urgency ordinance and for the state guidelines. She requested the 
City Attorney provide her with this information the next day. 
 
Councilmember Giordano questioned why declaring a fiscal emergency was needed for a general 
tax measure for voter approval.  City Manager Williams explained declaring a fiscal emergency 
would allow a general tax measure to be placed on the June ballot that would require only a 
simple majority to pass as opposed to a 2/3 majority.  The types of taxes could include user, 
utility, parcel or sales tax. 

 
VII. QUORUM REQUIREMENTS FOR COUNCIL SUBCOMMITTEES 

 
Mr. Ogaz reviewed the September 26, 2007 memo from previous City Attorney firm Meyers 
Nave regarding quorum requirements for City Council subcommittees.  Councilmember 
Giordano requested the Mayor be given this information.  Mr. Williams suggested an agenda item 
be added to the March 6 Council agenda to review the subcommittee structure.  Councilmember 
Giordano requested this decision be deferred to the Mayor.  Councilmember Giordano expressed 
concern over the process when a quorum was not present and the subcommittee’s lack of ability 
to take action. 
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT – 5:18 p.m. 
 

Minutes prepared by Donna Biles, Deputy City Clerk 
 


