
Date/Time: Tuesday, February 28, 2017 at 6:30pm 
 

Where:  Milpitas City Hall, Committee Conference Room 
 

Attendees:  Chair Evelyn Chua; Vice Chair Joseph Weinstein; 
Members Liz Ainsworth, Elpidio Estioko, Ted Grish, Dan 
Manassau, Robert Marini, Steve Munzel, Jennifer Strohfus, Tom 
Valore; City Manager Tom Williams, City Attorney Chris Diaz, PW 
Director Nina Hawk, Interim Finance Director Jane Corpus, Asst 
City Engineer Judy Chu and Recording Secretary Rachelle Currie 
 

Excused:  Members Rajeev Madnawat & Ray Maglalang 
 

Absent:  Member Karina Dominguez 

 

 

 

 

CITIZENS TASK FORCE ON 

WATER RATES 

Meeting Minutes 
 
I. Flag Salute 

Flag Salute was led by Member Valore at 6:30pm. 

II. Roll Call 
Chair Chua called for the roll.  Members Madnawat and Maglalang are excused while Member Dominguez 
is absent. 

III. Public Forum 
 None. 

IV. Approval of Agenda 
Member Estioko motioned and seconded by Vice Chair Weinstein to approve the agenda – minus SFPUC 
presentation.  Unanimously passed by those present. 

V. Approval of Minutes – February 14, 2017 
Vice Chair Weinstein requested that the minutes to be a little less detailed.  Discussion ensued between 
members and staff.  Vice Chair Weinstein motioned to have simple minutes going forward.  No one 
seconded; therefore the motion died.  Vice Chair Weinstein amended the motion and seconded by 
Member Manassau for a condensed version of the minutes.  Unanimously passed by those present, one 
dissent (Member Estioko.) 

VI. New Business 

 a) Brief Review of the Task Force’s Goals/Objectives, Roles, and Meeting’s Code of Conduct 
It was reiterated that all questions need to go the Task Force Chair and not the staff.  Staff mentioned that 

SFPUC will not be able to attend tonight’s meeting; and Meeting #4 will be an offsite tour instead of a presentation by 
the Consultant.  A question was posted about inviting City Council at one of the task force meetings so that they know 
what’s going behind the scene.  Staff responded that the Council is getting separate information and that this is an all-
citizens task force not Council. 

 

 b) Overview of City’s Water including where it comes from and how it’s delivered 
PW Director Hawk presented Water Utility System Overview that covered water system supply sources; water 

distribution system and safe water delivery; potable & recycled water supply percentages and map; and a brief 
breakdown of the City water rate.  Chair Chua asked to time each member for questions and answer portion. 

Question and answer portion followed between members and staff.  Questions from members range from 
which areas receive water from, calibration schedule to water treatment, monitor water leaks, water loss, and water 
rates charged by SCVWD and SFPUC.  Director Hawk introduced and thanked SCVWD representative for coming to 
this meeting 

 
Santa Clara Valley Water District representative’s presentation to the task force covered the District’s 

comprehensive, flexible water system that serves 1.9 million people.  He showed current activities going on and a list 
of all key water supply projects.  The representative also covered water usage and cost projection for the next 10 fiscal 
years.  He informed the task force that Penitencia Water Treatment Plant is the nearest plan to Milpitas.  Santa Clara 
Valley Water District purchase water from State and Federal sellers.  He said that it is about $1000 per acre foot is the 
wholesale rate which is a very high fixed cost.  An acre foot was described as a football field size filled with about a 
foot of water.  Again, Chair Chua asked to time each member for questions and answer portion in order to give 
everyone a chance to ask questions. 

Some of questions raised by the members were: why can’t we have the same rate as Central Valley’s cities, 
are there not any room for cities to negotiate the wholesale rates; how often rates are raised.  The representative from 
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Santa Clara Valley Water District responded that procedures are followed in raising rates; they send out reports, Prop 
218 rules, go through public hearing process (this year it’s scheduled on April 11, 2017), cities could also contact their 
elected officials representing their districts; the Water District raise water rates once a year but they have provision to 
raise it at mid-year but has not done that.  He also mentioned that the Water Commission is an advisory committee 
that advises the Board of matters regarding water issues.  Task Force members did mention that they have gone to 
Board of Directors meeting at some point and spoke about water rates matters. 

 
A couple of task force members asked for copies of the protest letters and initiative, City Attorney will get back 

to the group with an answer at the next meeting. 

VII. Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:48 pm to the next Task Force Meeting on March 14, 2017, at 6:30 pm. 


