
 

Date/Time: Tuesday, July 11, 2017 at 6:30pm 
 

Where:  Milpitas City Hall, Committee Conference Room 
 

Attendees:  Chair Evelyn Chua; Vice Chair Weinstein; Members 
Liz Ainsworth; Elpidio Estioko; Ted Grish; Rajeev Madnawat; Ray 
Maglalang (6:36pm); Dan Manassau, Robert Marini, Steve 
Munzel; Jennifer Strohfus (6:41pm); PW Director Nina Hawk, 
Finance Director Will Fuentes, Legal Alison Martinez, and 
Recording Secretary Rachelle Currie 
 

 

 

 

 

CITIZENS TASK FORCE ON 

WATER RATES 

Meeting Minutes 
 

I. Flag Salute:  Flag Salute was led by Member Ainsworth at 6:30pm. 

II. Roll Call 
Chair Chua called for the roll.  Everyone is present. 

III. Public Forum – No one spoke from the public. 

IV. Approval of Agenda 

Vice Chair Weinstein asked if staff has looked at providing all the feedbacks needed by members.  Staff 
would like to change the upcoming meeting date from July 18m 207 to July 25, 2017.  Director Hawk 
informed the task force that she will be on vacation that week and offered to have the meeting on July 18th 
instead of July 25th, or cancel the July 25th altogether.  A brief discussion followed and Vice Chair 
motioned seconded by Member Munzel to approve the agenda with amended date of the next meeting to 
the regularly-scheduled date of July 25, 2017.  Unanimously approved by those present. 

V. Approval of Minutes – June 27, 2017 
Discussion 4: switch the votes as stated by Member Marini.  Vice Chair wanted to have the motions on the 
minutes; more dialogue followed.  It was suggested to delay the Minutes approval until the end of the 
meeting. 

VI. New Business 

a) Continue Discussion of Categories with staff feedback and decide whether to recommend a 

category 
Vice Chair Weinstein suggested for staff to bring forth the data before moving forward.  Chair Chua wanted to 
know what data the Vice Chair is referring to.  Vice Chair responded that staff mentioned deficit and that 
should be discussed before moving forward.  He added that the way we are currently running, we are going 
into deficits and staff will come back with a spreadsheet. 
 

PW Director Hawk continued her PowerPoint presentation from the last meeting, starting with the cost 
breakdown for fiscal year 2016/2017 in operating the water utility.  Her presentation also included the review of 
the: a) 5-Year Water Utility Projection; b) FY16-17 Cost Allocation Plan; c) Water Rate Diagram; and d) 
Recycled Water Program.  Comments were heard from Members Ainsworth, Marini, Manassau, Valore, 
Strohfus, and Madnawat after the staff presentation.  Comments and questions from members range from 
capital surcharge, bond, CIP, recycled water and its costs.  Vice Chair Weinstein asked if the City Council has 
seen the 5-year water utility projection, Ms Hawk responded no.  She wanted to reiterate that this projection is 
conservative. 
 

Motion as seen on Figure 1 – top portion 

only: 
1) to change current 5-year water CIP plan to 

10-year 
 
M/S: Vice Chair Weinstein / Member Valore 
 

 
  Figure 1 



 

Chair opened the floor for discussion.  Comments were made by Members Ainsworth, Madnawat, Vice Chair 
Weinstein, Member Maglalang, and Manassau.  Vice Chair called for question. 
 

Member Valore stated that when the Vice Chair made the motion, he assumed that the Vice Chair meant to 
have the planning done and not to defer and make adjustments.  Chair Chua asked staff if there will be a 
change in rate if we plan for 10-years.  Ms Hawk responded that there might be cost elongation but there 
might be construction questions and potential for charge to be reduced. 
 

Vice Chair restated his motion – recommend to move water CIP from 5 to 10 years. 
 
Ayes: Member Madnawat 
Noes: Chua, Weinstein, Estioko, Ainsworth, Grish, Maglalang, Manassau, Marini, Munzel, Strohfus, Valore 
 

Motion as seen on Figure 1 – bottom 

portion only (as amended): 
1) to have tiered water rates 

 
M/S: Member Marini / Member Strohfus 
 

 
  Figure 1 

Discussion followed; topics ranging from whether it’s based on the conditions set forth within Proposition 218. 
 

Member Marini amended his motion to include no overcharging.  Member Strohfus concurs.  Member 
Estioko asked if the motion can state that it is based on Member Marini’s spreadsheet. 
 

Re-amended motion: 
1) to table it until the next meeting 
 

M/S: Member Marini / Member Madnawat 
 

Motion approved unanimously. 
 

Motion as seen on Figure 2 – top portion 

only: 
1) to recommend to City Council tiered rates 

systems without violating Proposition 218 
and the Supreme Court’s conditions 

 

 

M/S: Member Maglalang / Member Marini 
 

 
   Figure 2 



Dialogues and comments were made by Members Madnawat, Valore, Chair Chua, Members Ainsworth, and 
Vice Chair Weinstein.  Vice Chair said to Member Maglalang that he will support the motion with his (Vice 
Chair) own changes. 
 

Motion to recommend two tiered rates without violating Proposition 218 based on volumes of water usage.  
Both the Members Maglalang and Marini (maker and second) agreed to the suggested amended motion. 
 

More discussion ensued covering purpose of tiered rates; spreadsheet of Member Marini; water conservation; 
and Proposition 218 compliance.  Vice Chair called for question. 
 

Restated Motion as seen on Figure 2 – 

bottom portion only: 
1) to recommend two-tiered water rates 

without violating Proposition 218 based on 
water usage/volume 

 
M/S: Member Maglalang / Member Marini 
 

 
   Figure 2 

 

All in favor except for Members Ainsworth & Valore.  Motion passed. 
 

V. Approval of Minutes – June 27, 2017 
Members asked staff to re-read all motions from the June 27th meeting.  Member Ainsworth motioned and 
seconded by Member Madnawat to defer the approval of June 27th meeting minutes to the next regularly-
scheduled meeting of the task force.  Unanimously approved by those present. 

VII. New Business – item was not discussed 

VIII. Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned by Member Manassau and seconded by Member Madnawat at 8:46 pm to the 
next Task Force Meeting on July 25, 2017, at 6:30 pm. 


