
APPROVED MINUTES  

CITY OF MILPITAS  

 

Minutes:  Regular meeting of Recycling and Source Reduction Advisory Commission 

Meeting Date:  January 22, 2008  

Meeting Time: 7:00 p.m.  

Meeting Place:  Community Center, Rms. 7 & 8 

 

 

I. ROLL  CALL The Chair, Ed Blake, called to order the Milpitas Recycling and Source 

Reduction Advisory Commission at 7:08 p.m. Commissioners Patrick Yung and 

Ricardo Ablaza were present.  Commissioner Hong Chen arrived later. Allied 

Waste representative was Jeanne Mader.  City staff were Kathleen Phalen and 

Elizabeth Koo.  

 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 

III. SEATING OF ALTERNATES  None seated.   

 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES Approval of the minutes of the October 23, 2007 meeting.  

 

Motion to approve:  

M/S:  Chen/Yung    Ayes:  All  

 

V. PUBLIC FORUM No items were presented. 

 

VI. ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

VII. APPROVAL OF AGENDA  Motion to approve the agenda as submitted.  

M/S:  Yung/Chen    Ayes:  All  

 

VIII. OLD BUSINESS 

Solid Waste Negotiation Update - City Staff Koo provided a brief summary of the biennial solid 

waste negotiations which began in August 2007.  Contract-mandated rate changes were approved 

by Council during a two-part process which began in late December 2007 and ended in mid-

January 2008.  New rates will take effect on January 1, 2008 and January 1, 2009.  Other items 

such as service changes will be discussed with Allied at a later date. 

 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 

1. Election of Officers – Chair Blake was reelected to his current position.  Commissioner Yung 

was elected to the Vice-Chair position. 

 

2. 2008 Open Government Training – All present (with the exception of Allied staff Mader) 

viewed the training video and submitted signed declaration forms. 

 

3. Meeting Schedule Review – Discussion focused on the optimal number of meetings that 

would allow RSRAC to meet their objectives.  The current schedule is quarterly meetings 

held in January, April, July and October.  There is also a bylaw provision that allows special 

meetings to be held apart from the regular sessions.  There was general consensus to revise 

the commission’s by-laws to reflect a biannual meeting schedule.  Meetings would occur in 



January and July.  This would be the only change to the by-laws as it relates to meetings.  

City staff was directed move forward in making this change. 

 

X. STAFF ACTIVITIES  

Allied staff Mader provided an update on fall leaf clean-ups, weekly street sweeping, and 

commercial recycling and waste reduction activities.   

 

XI. ROUNDTABLE   
Chair Blake announced that his involvement with the Knights of Columbus organization has 

made him consider if the City of Milpitas is allowed diversion credit for electronic waste 

collected at their upcoming e-waste event.  It was discussed that there may be an opportunity for 

the City to get credit for (indirectly) holding an outreach event but not the collected tonnages.  

Chair Blake was advised that the e-waste organizers could contact City staff Phalen directly with 

questions. 

 

Commissioner Chen announced that in the future, he would like RSRAC to consider advancing 

environmental causes such as the plastic bag ban in S.F. 

 

Commissioner Yung requested some type of identification badge, pin, etc. for commissioners to 

wear at City events which would help others to recognize RSRAC’s presence.  City staff Koo to 

research this request. 

 

XII. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

None noted 

 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT  

XIV. Motion to adjourn.  

M/S:  Blake/Ablaza      Ayes:  All 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:08 p.m.  


