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Firefighters Win Medails in
Firefighter Olympics
By George Perez, Captain

Individuals and teams from the Milpitas
Fire Department participated in the 2012
Firefighter Olympics held on July 15-20, 2012.
Teams from all over California gathered in Palo
Alto with one goal - to win the gold.

The Milpitas Fire team competed in the
game of “stickball” and won the silver medal.
This event was played in the middle of a closed-
off street. The game is played just as it was in
the 70’s and early 80’s, with a wooden
broomstick-type bat and a small rubber ball.
Everything on the street, including buildings
and roof tops, trees and even people are fair
game as long as the ball does not touch the
ground. Milpitas played against the two-time
champion, Menlo Park Fire, in the gold medal
round. Although Milpitas came up just a bit
short, the team definitely had a great time and

looks forward to go for the gold next year.
(Continued on Page 3)

The Stickball Team: Front Row - Brian Stelling, Yvonne Matagulay,
Paul Solis. Back Row - Ryan Peters, Don Yamashita, George Perez,
Grant Johnson, Isaac Lorenzana, Robert Kessler, James Queenan.

Recruits Graduate from
Fire Academy
by Phil Ascarrunz, Captain

The graduates (L-R): Courtney Anderson, Heather Fisher, Damon
Prins, Fire Chief Brian Sturdivant, Capt. Phil Ascarrunz (Recruit
Training Officer), Jerrell Hardy, and Gabriel Borland.

The Santa Clara Fire Department hosted
the Recruit Academy 2012-1 graduation on
October 12, 2012 at the Mission City Center for the
Performing Arts. The graduates included five from
Milpitas Fire Department and eighteen from Santa
Clara Fire Department. It was an extremely
meaningful event as both Fire Chiefs from Santa
Clara and Milpitas congratulated the graduates
and encouraged them to do their best towards a
successful career in the Fire Service.

Milpitas received a lot of recognition for its
contributions to the Joint Fire Academy. In
attendance from Milpitas were Chief Brian
Sturdivant, Fire Marshal Albert Zamora, Capt. Phil
Ascarrunz, Capt. Brian Stelling, Capt. Jerry
Ornellas, Capt. Yvonne Matagulay, Capt. Geoff
Maloon, Firefighter Eric Aamoth, Firefighter Jon
Powers and Office Asst. Rimple Paul. A big
congratulations to our five new firefighters who
are now online!



From the
Chief's
Office

Fire Chief

It is that time of year again where our
thoughts are on the upcoming holidays and
celebrating with friends and family. This is also
the time of year when fire calls for service
increase significantly. Please share the message
regarding battery replacement for all smoke
detectors in the home. Let’s also be mindful
regarding holiday lighting, increased usage of
fireplaces, space heaters and the cooking
activities in the kitchen. We want this time of
year to be safe and joyous as we remember the
reasons for the season. We all have a lot to be
thankful for so let’s be thoughtful of this in the
upcoming weeks.

The Milpitas Fire Department Recruit
Graduation Class of 2012 was held Oct. 12,
2012. The partnership with the City of Santa
Clara and the Santa Clara Fire Department was
second to none. There was a huge turnout of
friends, families and supporters of the fire
service at the graduation ceremony. The five
recruits from Milpitas really served us well and
made us proud. They received their badges
and were sworn in along with 18 members
from the Santa Clara Fire Department. Kudos
go out to the members of our organization who
were present to acknowledge and support our
newest members. Let’s continue to support and
assist these probationary firefighters as they
embark on the initial stages of their firefighting
careers.

As you are all aware, we are in the
midst of the election season, there may very
well be new leadership in place at the local,
State and national levels. Please exercise
your right to vote in support of the City of
Milpitas, State of California and the United

States of America.
(Continued on Page 3)

by Brian Sturdivant,

Explorers Graduate

from Fire Academy
by Rimple Paul, Office Assistant

On August 3, 2012, the Fire Explorers (three of
which belong to the Milpitas program)
wrapped up the 2012 Explorer Fire Academy
from the Sunnvyale Department of Public
Safety. = The Explorers spent a two-week
training with Fire Safety Trainer Les Richards.
The 62-hour academy included topics such as
the roles in the fire department, performing

duties in the fire station and in the community,
and approaching a fire. This has enabled them
to perform duties around active fire scenes.
The Explorers received credits in Fire Science
and experience on what it means to be a Public
Safety Officer.

The Explorer graduates and their instructors.

In the same Academy, Rimple Paul, Milpitas
Explorer and Fire Department Office Assistant
received the Leadership Achievement Award.
The Sunnyvale Dept. of Public Safety
recognized her for her superior achievement in
leadership as demonstrated by outstanding
initiative, impact of work and inspiration of
others during the Academy.

Rimple Paul receives the Leadership
Achievement Award.



Firefighters Win Medals . ..

(Continued from Page 1)

The team also competed in “over the line,”
a spin-off of softball that is played on the beach.
After a great day of sun and fun, the team of
George Perez, Brian Stelling, and Paul Solis
brought home a bronze medal.

Softball was another event the team
participated in, and although they fell short of a
medal in this event, they were able to set the
groundwork for the next Firefighter Olympics.
“We were able to field our first softball team in
over 15 years,” says Coach Brian Stelling. Special
thanks to the following softball team members
who not only sacrificed there time off, but played
through injury and pain: George Perez, Brian
Stelling, Yvonne Matagulay, Reggie Sutton, James
Queenan, Robbie Kessler, Ryan Peters, Tony
Purnell, Isaac Lorenzana, Kenju Suzuki, Brandon
Smith, and John Bankston.

From the Chief’'s Office

(Continued from Page 2)

We recently completed our initial Strategic
Planning process. Feedback and
solicited throughout the organization. Planning
documents have been submitted to the City

input was

Manager. He will look to review while conducting
an outreach campaign to community leaders and
external stakeholders. Prioritizing the planning
process will commence and strategic direction will
be provided from the Manager’s Office. We are
looking forward to the public safety growth
initiatives that will align with our community and
residential ~ growth. efficient
emergency service delivery to meet the demand
for service increases will be the overriding focus
for the Milpitas Fire Department.

I've received

Optimal and

the pending retirement
notification of Marilyn Gatchalian. As you know
Marilyn has been the consistency that has held this
organization together for many years. Her servant
leadership qualities will be missed and very
difficult to replace. We will continue to look for
opportunity to maintain Marilyn’s connectivity to
our department. Her retirement is well deserved
and we wish her Godspeed on a healthy, safe and

enjoyable retirement.

Training Officers Asso.
Recognizes Retired B/C Brown
by Brian Sturdivant, Fire Chief

: /
Retired Battalion Chief Scott Brown, pictured here with Chief
Brian Sturdivant, receives the Lifetime Membership Award.

Retired Milpitas Battalion Chief Scott
Brown was recognized by the Santa Clara
County Training Officers Association. This
recognition included the prestigious “Lifetime
Membership Award” from the Association. A
luncheon, held on September 13, 2012 at
Sunnyvale Station 2, commemorated Scott’s
achievements over his 30-year fire service career
and as an instrumental component of the
Training Chiefs Association.

Scott looked well and retirement seems to
really agree with him. He was his usual humble
self and gave thanks for the organizational
support of the Milpitas Fire Department.
Battalion Chief Rick Frawley is the current
Secretary/Treasurer of the Association.

In closing I'd like to leave you with a
favorite quote of mine by Andrew Carnegie,
“Teamwork is the ability to work together toward a
common vision. It is the ability to direct individual
accomplishments toward organizational objectives.
It is also the fuel that allows common people to
attain uncommon results.”

Please stay safe and continue to take care of
yourselves, each other and our community. Thanks
for all that you do. 3



A stray Dalmatian visited Fire Station 1 recently, and Fire
Engineer Grant Johnson just had to have a picture with him.
(Photo by BC Rick Frawley)

Build a Disaster Supply Kit for
Your Home and Car

By Sean Simonson, Emer. Services Coord.

If you are stranded in your car or have to be
self-sufficient at home until help arrives, you
need to have a disaster kit with you. A listing
of what should be included in the Disaster
Supply Kit is listed below.

Sanitation Supplies

- Large plastic trash bags for - Large trash cans
waste; tarps and rain ponchos - Shampoo

- Bar soap and liquid detergent - Toilet paper

- Toothpaste and toothbrushes - Household bleach
- Feminine hygiene supplies

Safety and Comfort

- Sturdy shoes - Tent

- Heavy gloves for - Candles and matches
clearing debris - Light sticks

- Change of clothing - Knife or razor blades
- Garden hose for siphoning and firefighting

- Communication kit: paper, pens, stamps

Cooking
- Plastic knives, forks, spoons, paper plates and cups

- Paper towels, heavy-duty aluminum foil

- Camping stove for outdoor cooking (caution:
before using fire to cook, make sure there are no gas
leaks; never use charcoal indoors).

Project Development Update
by Albert Zamora, Fire Marshal

Cerano Apartment Complex —
High Density Multi-Residential Project

The new 374 unit, 5-story parking garage
wrapped around by a 4-story wood-framed
multi-residential apartment complex, located at
501 Murphy Ranch Road is nearly complete. The
Fire Marshal's Office and the Building
Department granted a temporary occupancy on
October 12, 2012 for the first phase consisting of
approximately 80 units and the interior parking
garage. The second phase of dwelling units
are scheduled to be released by November 9,
2012. During the week of October 14, engine
companies conducted a site visit and tour of the
newly built structure. All aspects of the building
will be reviewed including the fire protection
systems, which will include the first graphic
annunciator fire alarm control panel and area of
refuge command center control panel.

Fire Engineer James Queenan brings in and shares a bountiful catch

of fresh fish with fellow “B” Shifters. He and Firefighter Kenju
Suzuki prepare the fish for a fry.  (photo by BC Rick Frawley)
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