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CITY OF MILPITAS 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
MILPITAS CITY HALL COMMITTEE MEETING ROOM 

APPROVED MINUTES 
February 14, 2011 

 

I. Flag Salute Chair Brahmbhatt called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM and led the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

II. Roll Call and Approval of 
Alternates 

Present:  Chair Brahmbhatt; Commissioners Ablaza, McEvoy, Peoples, 
Wettenstein and Bhambhra; City Staff Diana Barnhart and Veronica 
Bejines.  Commissioner C. Nguyen arrived at 7:02 p.m. 
 
Excused Absence: Commissioners M. Nguyen and Tsao 
 
Unexcused Absence: Commissioners Mulder, Suri and Yu 

III. Announcements: 
A. Welcome Warren 

Wettenstein 
B. Vice Chair’s Resignation 
C. Council Liaison Report – 

Mayor Esteves 
D. Commissioners 
E. Staff 

A. Diana Barnhart, Economic Development Manager, introduced new 
Commissioner Warren Wettenstein who will be representing the 
Chamber of Commerce. 

 
B. Chair Brahmbhatt announced that Vice Chair Mendizabal 

submitted his resignation to the Mayor which leaves an opening 
for a School District representative. 

 
C. Mayor Esteves announced that on tomorrow’s Council Agenda, 

the Council will discuss how to protect Redevelopment funds, a 
potential major water rate increase, San Jose Sewer Treatment 
Plant and financial assistance to Flextronics. He also mentioned 
there will be a special February 8th City Council meeting to focus 
on budget preparation and discuss ideas from the Citizens Budget 
Task Force and a budget study session at the March 15th City 
Council meeting.  He also mentioned that if the Commission needs 
a budget for Economic Development Programs, please put forward 
the request. 

 
D. Commissioner McEvoy announced that January was a good month 

for hotels and February was softer than expected; March and April 
look a lot better.   
 
Ms. Barnhart asked if he has seen a change in the use of hotel 
meeting rooms. Commissioner McEvoy said that 2010 was a good 
year for meetings, however he has seen it fall off a little bit.  
 
Mayor Esteves noted that Milpitas TOT tax is less than other cities 
TOT tax.  
 
Chair Brahmbhatt invited the Commission to attend the Silicon 
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Valley Engineering Council annual dinner and banquet on 
Thursday, February 24, 2011.  
 
Mayor Esteves asked how competitive is the City of Milpitas in 
regards to solar permit fees and Ms. Barnhart said the City is very 
competitive.   
 
Ms. Barnhart announced that staff went to Sacramento on February 
3rd and gave testimony to the value of redevelopment in Milpitas.  
Staff also brought back an update to the Economic Development 
Subcommittee about the conference center costs and the 
Subcommittee made a motion to stop work on the Alder sites, leave 
the Alder site as an option, explore and bring to the full City 
Council whether the City wants to evaluate other alternatives 
including the Community Center site.  

IV. Public Forum None 
 

V. Approval of Agenda Motion: to approve the agenda, as submitted 
 
Motion/Second: Peoples/McEvoy 
 
Motion carried by a vote of:       Ayes: 6 
             Noes: 0 

VI. Approval of Minutes – January 
10, 2011 

Motion: to approve the January 10, 2011 unapproved Minutes. 
 
Motion/Second: Peoples/Ablaza 
 
Motion carried by a vote of:       Ayes: 6 
             Noes: 0 
         

VII. New Business 
A. Election of Chair and 

Vice Chair 
B. Commissioner Term 

Limits and Process for 
Resignation 

C. 2011 Work Program 
D. Parliamentary 

Procedures Review 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A.   Commissioner Ablaza nominated Don Peoples for Chair and 
Dhaval Brahmbhatt as Vice Chair.  Commissioner McEvoy 
seconded the nomination. 

 
Motion: to elect Don Peoples as Chair for the 2011 year and 
Dhaval Brahmbhatt as Vice Chair for the 2011 year. 
 
Motion/Second: Ablaza/McEvoy 
 
Motion carried by a vote of:     Ayes: 6 

             Noes: 0  
 
B. Ms. Barnhart handed out a Resolution of the City Council 

amending the City Council handbook to clarify the procedures for 
resignation of commissioners, committee members or board 
members from city commissions, committees or boards.   
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C. The Commission discussed the Draft 2011 Work Plan Ideas and 
combined the following ideas into Subcommittees: 

 
1. Workforce Development and Employability of 

Citizens/Business Retention 
2. Business Attraction/Marketing/Promotions 
3. Development Review Assistance 

 
 Commissioner Wettenstein, Vice Chair Brahmbhatt and 

Commissioner Ablaza volunteered to be on Subcommittee No. 2. 
 
 Chair Peoples and Commissioner Bhambra volunteered to be on 

Subcommittee No. 3. 
 
 Chair Peoples also volunteered to be on Subcommittee No. 1 
 

Ms. Barnhart said she would send out an e-mail to the 
Commissioners to volunteer for the three different subcommittees.   

VIII. Upcoming Events 
A. Future Agenda Items 

1. Land Use 
Classification for 
Industrial 
Development 

2. Midtown 
Redevelopment 

3. Open Government 
Ordinance Review 

B. Next Meeting: March 14, 
2011 

A. Ms. Barnhart said she is looking for volunteers for a proposal for 
a new City Gateway Sign.  Commissioner C. Nguyen, 
Commissioner McEvoy and Chair Peoples volunteered.  Ms. 
Barnhart said that she will update the Commission on the 
freeways signs at the next meeting. She also wants to take the 
2011 Work program to the City Council at the March 15th 
meeting. Ms. Barnhart also asked if she could take off Item No. 1 
and Item No. 2 from future Agenda Items since they will be 
covered under the Subcommittees and the Commission agreed.  

 

IX. Adjournment Meeting was adjourned at 7:43 PM to the next meeting on Monday, 
March 14, 2011. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
______________________________ 
Veronica Bejines, Recording Secretary 


