
  
 

CITY OF MILPITAS  
M I N U T E S  

 
PARKS, RECREATION AND CULTURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION 

 
 

Minutes: Regular Meeting of the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources Commission 
 
Date of Meeting: November 7, 2011 
 
Place of Meeting: Milpitas City Hall Committee Room, 455E. Calaveras Blvd. 
 
I. Call to Order:  Chair Villalobos called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
II. Flag Salute:  Chair Villalobos led the Commission in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
III. Roll Call: Commissioners Present: Munzel, Sharma, Mathur, Fong, Villalobos, Garcia, 

Matau, Barbadillo 
    Commissioners Absent: Baltazar 

City Staff Present: Jaime Chew - Parks & Recreation Supervisor, Dale Flunoy – 
Parks & Recreation Program Coordinator 

 
IV. Seating of Alternates: Garcia 
 
V. Approval of Agenda: Motion to approve the agenda for November 7, 2011.  
    M/S: Munzel/Matau   Ayes: All 
 
VI. Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve the minutes from October 3, 2011. 
    M/S: Munzel/Fong   Ayes: All 

        
VII. Public Forum:  None 
 
VIII. Announcements and Correspondence:   

Parks and Recreation Supervisor Jaime Chew informed the Commission of the upcoming Special Events 
which include: The Veterans Day Ceremony – 11/11/11, The Annual tree Lighting Event – 12/1/11 and 
that it was a combined event with the Milpitas Parks & Recreation Foundation’s Festival of the Trees, 
Gingerbread & Jingle – 12/08/2011 and Breakfast with Santa – 12/04/2011. Supervisor Chew also stated 
that the Youth Sports User Fees and Field Allocation Policies have been adopted by City Council and 
the Commission could not act on it. Chair Villalobos asked how residents might approach City Council. 
Chew stated that they could write a letter to or email Councilmembers. Parks and Recreation Director 
Bonnie Greiner also stated that they could go through staff or her. City Manager Tom Williams then 
announced that they had a meeting with the Rules Subcommittee and that this particular item would be 
place on the City Council meeting, either for the upcoming meeting on November 15, 2011 or the first 
meeting in December. Councilmember Polanski stated that agendas are available online and that 
commissioners could look at the upcoming agendas to see when this item would be going to City 
Council. Supervisor Chew also announced that Gina Vittori, who works for the County of Santa Clara, 
is currently working with Program Coordinator Rosana Cacao on second hand smoke campaign and how 
it affects people in public parks. In working with Coordinator Cacao, they partnered in collecting 
cigarette butts at public parks and to date have collected quite a few. Supervisor Chew stated that Gina 
wanted to see if PRCRC would endorse a campaign about “No Smoking” in public parks. If the 



commission is interested, it could be agendized for a later meeting. Commissioner Munzel asked if any 
other city was taking on this task and Supervisor Chew stated she believed Santa Clara has initiated it in 
other cities as well. 

 
IX. Old Business 

1. Future New Main Street Park Update 
An additional neighborhood meeting was held on Thursday, September 29, 2011 for Images and 
Reflections residents to voice input on the features and amenities that the neighborhood residents have 
requested for the new Main Street Park. Acting Planning Director Diana Barnhart stated that they 
listened to their concerns and that she believed the residents wanted a more active park. Chair 
Villalobos asked why they were not notified of the meeting and asked how Commissioner Sharma 
heard about it.  Commissioner Sharma stated that he is part of the association of that neighborhood and 
was contacted by former Planning Director James Lindsey at the time. Chair Villalobos asked if it was 
set-up just for the specific neighborhood. Acting Planning Director Barnhart and Parks and Recreation 
Services Direct Greiner stated that the City wanted to be sure that they received ample input from the 
residents in close vicinity to the new park site.  Chair Villalobos asked what the general consensus of 
the meeting was. Director Barnhart stated that they want two specific play areas, Chair Villalobos 
opened up a discussion to see if the commission was still in support of their recommendation for the 
new park. Councilmember Polanski stated that one of the issues that City Council has come across in 
previous items is that not enough outreach has/was done to residents.  She believes that staff was doing 
their due diligence before they went to City Council with their recommendation. Commissioner Munzel 
asked if the City was going to set up meeting with other communities in close proximity. He stated that 
as a Commission, they looked at the park as a community park, not just a park for a specific 
community. He also stated that the feedback should not be limited to just one neighborhood, but should 
be extended to all of the neighborhoods in close proximity to the new park site.  Chair Villalobos stated 
that in the Parks Master plan there are 24 parks in Milpitas that have play structures and there are only 
10 that have no play structures.  She stated that as a commission, they need to think what layout would 
be the best for the City of Milpitas residents. After much discussion, the majority decided to keep the 
Commission’s original recommendation of the park.  
 

2. Historical Resources Master Plan 
As part of the PRCRC’s 2010 Work Plan, the Commission was to review and update the Historical 
Resources Master Plan over the course of the year.  At the October 3, 2011 meeting, the Commissioners 
were given the updated version of the Master Plan and were asked to review the document for an edits. 
The final draft would then be forwarded to City Council for final approval. Commissioner Munzel will 
meet with Parks and Recreation Supervisor Jaime Chew to make all corrections and then forward the 
document to City Council for the review and approval.  
 
A motion was made to make the amendments to the document and forward the final to City Council for 
their review and approval. M/S Munzel/Mathur  Ayes: 7    Nays: 0 

 
IX. New Business:   

None 
 
XI. Staff Reports  

Supervisor Chew stated she mentioned everything at the announcements and correspondence, so there 
was nothing else to add.   

 
XII. Liaison Reports  

1. City Council: Councilmember Polanski wanted to the Commission know that at the last council meeting, 
in the transit Area by the Great Mall council approved a change to the Citation and Shea properties. At 
the Citation properties, the units were going to be all apartments, but they changed it to apartments and 



townhouses. The Shea properties redesigned their concept, getting rid of their retail space, since the 
Great Mall is so close. Their complex would be five levels with parking in the middle. She also stated 
that both sites had more parking than is required. The other news that she reported on was CDBG 
monies have added two new priorities – one is for parks with ADA compliance issues and the other is 
Historical preservation. 

2. Community Advisor Commission:  No report. 
3. Senior Advisory Commission:  No report. Commission needs to appoint a Commissioner as a liaison. 
4. Planning Commission: Commissioner Mathur stated that Councilmember Polanski had already 

discussed the highlights of what the Planning Commission had discussed and approved. 
5. Youth Advisory Commission:  No report. 
6. Milpitas Historical Society:  Commissioner Villalobos said they just hosted their fundraiser event and 

raised almost $1,900.00. The event was Celebrating Role Models’ where Councilmember Polanski and 
Giordano were both participants. 

7. Arts Commission: Commissioner Matau stated that there was no meeting last month, but she gave 
updates from the meeting prior in September. 

8. Recycling and Source Reduction Advisory Commission:  No report. 
9. Santa Clara County Parks & Recreation:  Commissioner Munzel stated that the Santa Clara County 

Parks and Recreation would be hosting their Annual Fantasy of Lights again at Vasona Park in Los 
Gatos. The other item was the changes that are being made to Calero Park, one of many parks in Santa 
Clara County, by changing the horse trails to 6 miles and opening up 27 miles for bicyclist. 

 
XIII. Future Agenda Items:   

Park Donation Policy 
Recycling Collaboration Effort 
Review January Commission Meeting Date for January 2012 

 
XIV. Adjournment:  

With no further business, Chairperson Villalobos adjourned the meeting at 8:22 p.m. to the next 
scheduled meeting on December 5, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.  

 


