
ADDENDUM 
 

CITY OF MILPITAS 
RECYCLING AND SOURCE REDUCTION  

ADVISORY COMMISSION MEETING 
JULY 27, 2010  7:00 P.M. 

455 E. CALAVERAS BLVD, MILPITAS CA 95035 
COMMITTEE MEETING ROOM 

I. ROLL CALL 
 
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
III. SEATING OF ALTERNATES 
 
IV. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE APRIL 27, 2010 MEETING 
 
V. PUBLIC FORUM 

Members of the audience are invited to address the Recycling and Source Reduction Advisory 
Commission on any subject not on tonight's agenda.  Speakers must state their name and 
address for the Secretary's record, and limit their remarks to under three minutes.  As an item 
not on the agenda, no response is required of City staff or the Commission; however, the 
Commission may place the item on the agenda for a future meeting. 

 
VI. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
VII. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
VIII. OLD BUSINESS  
  1.   SINGLE-USE CARRY OUT BAG UPDATE 

 2.   POLYSTYRENE FOOD CONTAINER DISCUSSION 
 3.   SOLID WASTE MASTER PLAN UPDATE 

 
IX. NEW BUSINESS 

1. ELECTRONIC AGENDA PACKET DISCUSSION 
  

X. STATUS REPORT OF DIVERSION PROGRAM ACTIVITIES 
  
XI. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
XII. ADJOURNMENT 
 

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS UNDER THE OPEN GOVERNMENT ORDINANCE 
 

Government’s duty is to serve the public, reaching its decisions in full view of the public.  
Commissions, boards, councils and other agencies of the City exist to conduct the people’s 
business.  This ordinance assures that deliberations are conducted before the people and the 

City operations are open to the people’s review.   
 

Materials related to an item on this agenda submitted to the Recycling and Source Reduction 
Advisory Commission after initial distribution of the agenda packet are available for public 

inspection at the Utility Engineering department at  
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Milpitas City Hall, 455 E. Calaveras Blvd., Milpitas during normal business hours. 
 

For more information on your rights under the Open Government Ordinance or to report a 
violation of the ordinance, contact the City Attorney’s office at  
Milpitas City Hall, 455 E. Calaveras Blvd, Milpitas, CA  95035 

E-mail:  mogaz@ci.milpitas.ca.gov  / Fax  408/586-3030  /  Phone  408/586-3040 

The Open Government Ordinance is codified in the Milpitas Municipal Code as Title I Chapter 
310 and is available online at the City’s website www.ci.milpitas.ca.gov by selecting the 

Milpitas Municipal Code link.  
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VIII. OLD BUSINESS  

1. SINGLE-USE CARRY-OUT BAG UPDATE 

Staff reports the following updates on the issue of single-use, carry-out bags: 
 
A. Status of the San Jose Draft Environmental Impact Report.  City of San Jose released its 

DEIR on Single-Use Carry-Out Bags for a comment period running from July 12, 2010 
through August 26, 2010.  A copy is available on their website at: 
http://sanjoseca.gov/planning/eir/EIR/asp.  Staff is beginning to review this report and will 
plan to provide comment to San Jose by the deadline. 

 
B. Status of Statewide Legislation and AB 1998 Support Letter.  On June 28th, the Senate 

Environmental Quality Committee passed Assembly Bill 1998, authored by 
Assemblymember Julia Brownley, which if approved by the Senate signed by Governor 
Schwarzenegger, will phase-out distribution of single-use plastic carry-out bags from 
supermarkets, pharmacies, convenience stores, and liquor stores throughout the state.  AB 
1998 would also regulate distribution of single-use paper bags to encourage customers to 
switch to reusable bags.  AB 1998 would repeal existing law requiring at-store recycling 
programs by January 1, 2011.  By January 1, 2012, stores would be prohibited from 
providing single-use carry-out bags at checkout.  By July 1, 2013, stores may provide only 
reusable bags or make recycled paper bags available for a minimum 5 cent fee.   Any 
existing local regulations on the use and sales of reusable bags, single-use carryout bags, 
recycled paper bags, or other specified bags at stores would be preempted by AB 1998.  
Staff has provided a letter in support for AB 1998 to phase out single-use carry-out bags 
which RSRAC can recommend to the City Council for signature approval and forwarded to 
the City’s State Assembly and Senate representatives, and to Governor Schwarzenegger. 

 
C. Recommendation for a Stakeholder Outreach Program.  Whether or not single-use bags are 

eventually restricted by State legislation or City ordinance, the Commission may wish to 
recommend development of a public outreach program to merchants and residents to: 

 Inform stakeholders of the applicable regulatory restrictions (if any), and  
 Encourage residents and businesses to accept and use of reusable bags. 

Staff recommends developing a targeted outreach program for stakeholders, which could 
include a barriers and benefits analysis to determine best approaches reaching broader 
audiences.  Staff will also bring an assortment of reusable bags for a discussion on the 
types and relative costs of reusable bags that could be provided as a community promotion. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

A Staff will review and provide comment on the San Jose EIR and will provide the 
Commission a summary report at the next meeting. 

B. Recommend that the City Council approve providing a support letter for AB 1998. 

C. Recommend that staff begin working on a stakeholder communications plan for the 
Commission’s review and comment at the next meeting. 

 

2. POLYSTYRENE FOOD CONTAINER DISCUSSION 

Polystyrene, commonly known as Styrofoam, is used to make light-weight disposable storage 
containers and packaging material.  It is recognized as a sturdy, water-proof, economical and 
convenient product in food service industries, which has made it a difficult commodity to 
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eliminate from widespread public use.  However, due to its non-biodegradable, non-recyclable 
and nearly non-reusable nature, it has also developed into an environmental concern.  The 
enclosed staff memo outlines research and a potential awareness campaign to discourage use of 
this single-use item. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Receive report for discussion.  Recommend continuing research 
and evaluation of possible awareness campaign tie-in with single-use bags. 
 
3. SOLID WASTE MASTER PLAN 

Staff will provide a brief update on the Solid Waste Master Plan activities. 

RECOMMENDATION: Receive informational status update. 
 
IX. NEW BUSINESS 

1. ELECTRONIC AGENDA PACKET DISCUSSION 

Staff would like the Commissioners to discuss if they would find it feasible to receive their 
agenda packets by email and/or by download from the City website.  If feasible, switching to 
electronic distribution would reduce the City’s mailing costs, would reduce packaging waste, 
and would reduce the delivery time. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Direct staff regarding electronic distribution of RSRAC agenda 
packets. 
 

X. STATUS REPORT OF DIVERSION PROGRAM ACTIVITIES 

Highlights of the May 2010 – July 2010 diversion program activities include the following: 

a. County Reusable Bags Campaign:  Continued participation in Countywide radio and 
cable television advertising placements, large-volume reusable bag purchase and 
distribution plan.  Campaign began April 19 and ended June 30.  Staff started 
participation in an extended campaign, at no cost to the cities, which is under review 
with interested cities and County staff. 

b. Single Family Recycling & Waste Reduction:  Wrote and placed articles in the Fall 
2010 Parks & Recreation Activity Guide; completed updates to the recycling web 
pages, including instructions on proper container set-outs and reuse referrals; and 
designed new card-size advertisement for the Milpitas Chamber of Commerce map. 

c. Multi-family Recycling & Waste Reduction:  Continued support of Allied field 
promotions to targeted developments; wrote and designed mailer and questionnaire 
for property managers / owners which were mailed July 7.  Began mailer for multi-
family residents. 

d. Commercial Recycling & Waste Reduction:  Hotel Guest Room Recycling Pilot 
online in three hotels.  First report from Allied due July 12. 

e. Allied Donations:  Allied supplied compost to Curtner Elementary School and 
provided a 40 cubic yard temporary debris box for paper recycling during the clean-
up at MUSD offices.  Allied also supplied Recycling containers for the June 19020 
Relay for Life. 

f. Calle Oriente Park Opening, May 22:  Participated with recycling and resource 
conservation information and giveaways. 
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g. Household Hazardous Waste Drop-off Event, June 26:  A total of 436 Milpitas 
households participated in this recycling and safe disposal event this year. 

h. Street Sweeping:  Monitored Allied completion of quarterly print advertising 
placement. 

i. CalRecycle Grant:  Beverage Container Recycling Funds for January – June 2010 
were reinstated due to passage of AB 7 (Evans).  The City of Milpitas received 
$8,616.00. 

j. Regional Committees:  Staff participated in the monthly Santa Clara County 
meetings of the Technical Advisory Committee, the Household Hazardous Waste 
Subcommittee, and the Public Education Subcommittee. 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  Note receipt and file. 

 
XI. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
XII. ESTABLISH NEXT MEETING DATE 

The next regular meeting of the RSRAC is January 25, 2011.  The Commission may call for 
Special Meetings as needed. 

 
XIII. ADJOURNMENT 
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