
APPROVED MINUTES  
CITY OF MILPITAS  

 
Minutes:  Regular meeting of Recycling and Source Reduction Advisory Commission 
Meeting Date:  January 26, 2010 
Meeting Time: 7:00 p.m.  
Meeting Place:  Milpitas City Hall, Committee Meeting Room 
 

 
I. ROLL   Chair Blake called to order the Milpitas Recycling and Source Reduction 

Advisory Commission at 7:00 p.m. Commissioners Ybarra, Arthur and Yung 
were present.  Commissioner Ablaza arrived at 7:08pm.  Allied staff Christine 
Clark was also in attendance.  City staff Kathleen Phalen and Elizabeth Koo were 
present.   

 
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  All  
 
III. SEATING OF ALTERNATES None 
 
IV. MINUTES The minutes from the meeting of July 28, 2009 were revised to clarify “Allied”  

staff Serpa under Section 4: Announcements. 
 

Motion to approve as corrected.  
M/S:  Arthur/Ybarra    Ayes:  All  
  

V. PUBLIC FORUM  None 
 
VI. ANNOUNCEMENTS    

Chair Blake made two announcements:  
 A new alternate, Joe Kwong, was not present but he would be introduced at the next 

meeting. 

 Mayor Livengood was welcomed as the new City Council liaison. 

 
VII. AGENDA  The agenda for this meeting was approved.  

 
Motion to approve the agenda as submitted.  
M/S:  Arthur/Ybarra    Ayes:  All  
 

VIII. OLD BUSINESS 
1. Solid Waste Master Plan – Staff is seeking the Commission’s recommendation to the City 

Council to amend HF&H’s five-year agreement to negotiate the current solid waste 
agreements to correct anomalies and to begin data collection for a long-term solid waste 
master plan.   

 
Motion to approve staff/commission’s recommendation as submitted.  
M/S:  Ablaza/Ybarra   Ayes:  All  

 
 
2. Plastic Bag/Polystyrene Work Plan - The City Council requested the Commission’s 

assistance in evaluating and making a recommendation to restrict and/or a ban single-use 



carryout plastic bags and polystyrene containers.  Evaluation is to include review of the City 
of San Jose Environmental Impact Report on plastic and paper bag restrictions, expected in 
Spring 2010.  At the meeting, commissioners received late inclusions to the agenda packet 
consisting of correspondence from the American Chemistry Council and the Milpitas 
Chamber of Commerce.  This information was also mailed and posted on the City’s website.   

 
Comments were as follows: 

 Chair Blake displayed examples of common household plastic bags and 
described their purposes.   

 Stephen Knight, Political Director of Save the Bay, urged the City of Milpitas’ 
support of bans on plastic bags and polystyrene.   

 Pete Carrillo, representative of the American Chemistry Council, urged the City 
of Milpitas’ review of the City of San Jose’s EIR before taking action.  

 Tom Knox, Plastic Food Service Packaging Group representative, spoke to the 
difficulty in finding a suitable replacement for current food service products 
which would meet environmental and socio-economic constraints.  He noted that 
there is a growing market demand for recycled plastic/polystyrene if it can be 
collected in a cost-effective way (i.e., by condensing volume to increase density).  
He suggested that the real solution is finding how litter is generated and 
controlling it at that juncture.   

 Mayor Livengood commented to the Commission that future arguments from the 
plastic manufacturing industry will be similar to those expressed, plastic bags are 
the source of ongoing environmental issues, and plastic bag ban fees will be a 
complicated issue to tackle. 

 
IX. NEW BUSINESS 

1. 2010 Election of Officers – Chair Blake was reelected to his current position.  Commissioner 
Ybarra was elected to the Vice-Chair position. 

 
X. STAFF ACTIVITIES 

Staff Koo provided a brief overview of ongoing waste diversion activities.   
 

XI. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
Residential Food Waste Program 
Plastic Bag/Polystyrene 
 

XII. SCHEDULING OF NEXT MEETING AND ADJOURNMENT 
The Commission approved a motion to hold a special meeting on April 27, 2009.  The meeting 
adjourned at 7:59 p.m.  
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