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CITY OF MILPITAS 
SISTER CITIES COMMISSION 

MINUTES 
 
 
Minutes:  Meeting of Sister Cities Commission (SCC) 
Date of Meeting: Thursday, May 22, 2008 
Place of Meeting: Milpitas City Hall, 455 E. Calaveras Blvd., Committee Meeting Rm. 
 
 
I.  Roll   Chair Grilli called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

Commissioners/Alternates Present:  Arbaugh, Arefi, Dugdale, Mateo 
Commissioners/Alternates Absent: Chen, Grilli, McCarter, Ortega, Wan 
City Council Liaison Absent: Vice Mayor Livengood 
MUSD Liaison Absent:  M. Grilli 
Staff present:  Cuciz, Maxwell 

 
II. Alternates Alternate Commissioner Arbaugh was seated. 
 
III.  Pledge  Chair Grilli led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
IV. Minutes MOTION to approve the Minutes of April 24 2008. 
   M/S:  Mateo/Arefi  Ayes: Arefi, Dugdale, Mateo 

Abstain: Arbaugh 
   
V. Agenda MOTION to approve the May 22, 2008 agenda. 

    
M/S:  Arefi/Mateo  Ayes:  All 

 
VI. Announcements/Correspondence  
    
Staff noted that Echo Arthur is no longer on the Sister Cities Commission as she has been 
appointed by the City Council to serve on the Recycling and Source Reduction Advisory 
Commission.  The City Council moved alternate Commissioner Ortega from the alternate 1 
position to a regular voting position and moved alternate Commissioner Chen from the alternate 
2 position to alternate 1.  In addition, the City Council appointed Dana Arbaugh as alternate 2.  
The Sister Cities Commission thanked Echo Arthur for all of her help and commitment to the 
commission. 
 
VII. Citizen’s Forum  
 
VIII. New Business 
 
1. TRIP CHAPERONE  This item was continued to the June meeting.  Staff clarified that this would 

be a “non-voting” position. 
 

VIIII. Old Business 
 

2. HUIZHOU Staff noted that a trip to Huizhou is being researched – no status at this time.  
Staff stated that there is a public safety delegation that is supposed to visit sometime between 
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now and July; she noted that the delegation has successfully completed their visa interviews, 
but is not sure if they obtained visas yet.  Staff had only suggested minor revisions to the 
MOU that expires in November 2008, making the effective term for five years instead of two 
as suggested by Vice Chair Dugdale.   

 
MOTION to send draft MOU to Huizhou for their review before submitting to the Milpitas 
City Council. 

 
Arefi/Mateo Ayes: All 
 

 
3.  DAGUPAN  Commissioner Mateo sent a follow-up email again this week and has not 

received a response.  In her email, she inquired as to the current members of Dagupan’s sister 
cities commission and their expectations.  She noted that nothing has moved forward since 
the change of administration in Dagupan – the sister city relationship was initiated under the 
prior administration.   Mateo may work again with Romy Manuel as well. 

 
4. TSUKUBA Vice Chair Dugdale is working with former Commissioner Arthur on the student 

visit scheduled for June 16th to June 24th.   There will be 4 female students and 1 adult 
visiting.  While Arthur is in Tsukuba, she will discuss the draft MOU with them and report 
back to Dugdale.  Dugdale asked staff to go ahead and send the draft MOU to Tsukuba now 
for them to review before the June visit.  Dugdale is now the lead commissioner for Tsukuba.  
Alternate Commissioner Arbaugh volunteered to assist her.   Dugdale noted that 3 students 
and 1 adult from Tsukuba would be visiting from July 30th to August 9th.          

 
5.   EUROPEAN Commissioner Arefi reported that he is waiting for the draft letter from Chair 

Grilli before sending it out to potential sister cities.  He would like to possibly include items 
with the letter such as a book or DVD about Milpitas – staff will work on obtaining these 
items.  Arefi noted that he would like to send letters out before the summer vacation period – 
staff will work with Arefi on this.  Arefi noted that there was an inquiry from Cooks Town in 
Northern Ireland.  Arefi responded via email acknowledging receipt of their inquiry and 
asked for any comments they may have.  Staff had an inquiry from a Planning Commissioner 
who wanted to obtain an application for a possible sister city in India, but staff has not yet 
received an application back.  Dugdale noted that over the years there has been more than 
one application from India, which were researched and there was no follow through on the 
part of the cities from India, but they would look at any applications that might be submitted.    

 
5. TAIWAN  No report 
 
IX.  CITY COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT 

No report. 
 
X.   MILPITAS UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT LIAISON REPORT    

MUSD Liaison Grilli sent an email to staff noting that she did attend a Youth Advisory 
Commission meeting and shared general information about the Sister Cities Commission, 
and discussed the use of the Internet for a Sister City relationship.  The Youth Advisory 
Commission will again add this item to their agenda for July. 
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XI.  FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

1. Sister City Relationships/Cultural Exchanges: 
a. Tsukuba City, Japan 
b. Dagupan City, Philippines 
c. Huizhou City, China 

2. European Sister City Research 
3. Student Participation Ideas 
4. Taiwan Sister City Research 
5. School District Liaison 

 
XII.  ADJOURNMENT  
 
MOTION to adjourn to the June 26, 2008 meeting. 
 
M/S:  Mateo/Arefi  Ayes:   All 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Holly Cuciz      Cindy Maxwell 
Recording Secretary     Principal Administrative Analyst 


