CITY OF MILPITAS
SISTER CITIES COMMISSION MINUTES

MINUTES: Meeting of Sister Cities Commission (SCC)
DATE OF MEETING: Thursday, February 26, 2009
PLACE OF MEETING: Milpitas City Hall, 455 E. Calaveras Blvd., Committee Meeting Room

II.

I11.

IVv.

ROLL Chair Grilli called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.

Commissioners / Alternates Present: Grilli, Arbaugh, Tran, Arefi, Mateo and
Chen

Commissioners Absent: Ortega
City Council Liaison Present: Vice Mayor McHugh
MUSD Liaison Present: Alisantosa

Staff Present: Cuciz, Harris

ALTERNATES Alternate Commissioner seats are vacant.

PLEDGE Chair Grilli led the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES MOTION to approve the Minutes of January 22, 2009.
M/S: Arefi/Mateo AYES: All

AGENDA MOTION to approve the February 26, 2009 agenda.
M/S: Chen/Tran AYES: All

V1. ANNOUNCEMENT AND CORRESPONDENCE:

Commissioners Arbaugh and Tran are officially seated; there are two alternate vacancies.

VIIL. PUBLIC FORUM: None present.

VIII. NEW BUSINESS:

1. ELECTIONS: Commissioner Arbaugh has been nominated and confirmed as Vice Chair.

IX. OLD BUSINESS:
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2. HUIZHOU: There is no new communication. There is still an expectation that Huizhou is intending
to send a student delegation sometime this year, with the expectation of a reciprocal visit from Milpitas
to Huizhou in Spring 2010.

3. DAGUPAN: On 2/18/09, Farrah Decano forwarded an email from Commissioner Mateo to the
Mayor of Dagupan regarding the renewal of the MOU expiring in June 2009, and requesting information
regarding any visits scheduled, either student or government. We are pending on a response from the
Mayor of Dagupan.
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XI.

XII.
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4. TSUKUBA: Commissioner Arbaugh is proposing a new agreement in which Tsukuba and Milpitas
would alternate a visit every two years. Therefore, each party would only incur the cost of travel one
time per every four years. Chair Grilli stated that informational exchanges could also occur that do not
involve travel. Staff liaison Cuciz will rewrite the Memorandum of Understanding to Tsukuba taking
into account the commissioners comments and Tsukuba’s concerns. The commissioners also noted that
exchanges could not only include middle school students, but high school students as well.

5. WESTERN EUROPEAN: Staff Liaison Cuciz will submit a staff report for the March 17°2009 City
Council meeting to requesting approval to pursue a possible sister city relationship with Héchheim,
Germany. Ifapproved by the City Council, staff will assist with preparation of an interest letter from
Mayor Livengood to Hochheim’s Mayor. Commissioner Arbaugh noted that Hochheim is deeply
concerned about the costs involved and he asked staff to address their concerns in the interest letter. It
will be noted to Hochheim that the costs to the city for a sister city relationship are minimal. The larger
travel costs are paid directly by the individuals traveling, including all hotels, and not paid for by a sister
city.

Vice Mayor McHugh will research his contacts for sister city relationships, particularly Florence, Italy.
Vice Mayor McHugh expressed an interest in allowing members to join the commission who live
nearby, but outside of the city’s limits and would be a valuable resource to the commission. The City
Council would have to approve this type of modification.
CITY COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT
Council Liaison Vice Mayor McHugh provided the following updates:

e Piper at Montague Housing Update

e City Hall Employee Dress Code Enacted

e VTA/Light Rail Update

SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON REPORT
MUSD Liaison Alisantosa provided the following updates:
e Student Participation on the SCC will be brought to the school board.

e On February 24, 2009, the school board voted for a significant budget cut of more than two million
dollars. Those affected will be notified by March 15,2009. The school board is looking into alternative
funding for a variety of areas.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

Sister City Relationships / Cultural Exchange
1. Huizhou City, China
il. Dagupan City, PI
iii. Tsukuba City, Japan — Expiration of Agreement

. Western European Sister City Research / Update
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3. Student Representative - Non-voting.

XIII. ADJOURNMENT

No further business was discussed and Chair adjourned the meeting at 7:51 P.M. until the next regularly
scheduled meeting on March 26, 2009.

MOTION to adjourn.

M/S: Arefi/Arbaugh AYES: All
Respectfully Submitted,
Toni Harris Holly Cuciz
Sister Cities Recording Secretary Sister Cities Liaison
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