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Milpitas City Council Directs Action to Initiate a Permanent 
Ban on Commercial Cannabis Activity within the City  

 
Milpitas, Calif. – Following several hours of public testimony, Milpitas City Council directed City 
Staff to prepare regulations permanently banning all commercial cannabis activity within the city 
at its meeting on Tuesday evening. The City Council directed the development of permanent 
regulations to replace the current temporary moratorium, which is set to expire January 17, 
2019.  The motion was approved unanimously 4-0, with Councilmember Phan recusing himself.  
 
The proposed regulations will be vetted through the Planning Commission and a special 
meeting will be scheduled in early December.  Subsequent to the Planning Commission’s 
review, the City Council could consider proposed regulations at their December 18, 2018 and 
January 15, 2019 meetings.  
 
There has been extensive dialogue on the topic of cannabis over the last two years before the 
City Council, Cannabis Subcommittee and Planning Commission.  The City also held two 
facilitated community meetings and conducted public surveys in June 2018, which garnered 
over 500 responses. In relation to the public hearing on Tuesday, hundreds of e-mails were 
received from members of the public, including a community initiated petition with over 4,000 
signatures, all of which were incorporated into the official record. In addition, over 100 speakers 
voiced their opinion at Tuesday’s hearing.  
 
As background, on November 9, 2016, State Proposition 64 to legalize adult use of cannabis or 
marijuana was approved by California voters. On January 17, 2017, the City Council adopted 
Urgency Ordinance No. 291 to place a temporary moratorium on certain cannabis-related 
activities so as to allow time for the City Council and community to decide whether to allow 
cannabis activities in the city. The temporary moratorium was subsequently extended to the 
fullest extent allowed under law, prompting last night’s Council agenda item.  
 
Notification of the special Planning Commission and future City Council meetings on the topic 
will be posted on the City’s website at www.ci.milpitas.ca.gov and on the City’s social media 
channels.  
 

# # # 
About the City of Milpitas 

Located at the southern end of San Francisco Bay, Milpitas is a progressive community that is an integral part of 
Silicon Valley. As a full-service city of 389 full-time employees with water utility, sewer utility, police and fire services, 
Milpitas serves a diverse population of nearly 80,000. The city has an annual $191 million operating budget and a 
$315 million capital improvements budget. Milpitas is the eighth-fastest growing city in the United States according to 
the US Census, and the second-fastest in California. It has the third highest job growth among the 515 qualifying 
cities rated by Wallet Hub. The homeownership rate is close to 70%, and the Milpitas housing market remains 
relatively affordable in Santa Clara County. Milpitas is often called the "Crossroads of Silicon Valley" with most of its 
14 square miles situated between two major freeways (I-880 and I-680), Route 237, and a County expressway. 
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