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Find out how sustainable
living in Milpitas can help
you and the planet this

holiday season!

Happy Holidays, and Welcome!Happy Holidays, and Welcome!

The team at Milpitas Public Works is pleased to bring you the first edition of our
newsletter, Sustainable Milpitas, centered on sharing news on climate actions
and tips that can reduce your footprint while saving money! We recognize that
this year has been quite different, and hope you are finding time to enjoy the
open space and natural beauty around us. With this newsletter, we encourage
you to improve your wellbeing (and pocketbook!) by adopting some of our tips.

Milpitas is updating the Climate Action Plan!Milpitas is updating the Climate Action Plan!

We have begun the update process for our Climate Action Plan (CAP). The CAP
update was initially adopted in 2013adopted in 2013 and focused on a strategy through 2020.
Much has changed since then and an update is timely. The update will forecast
community greenhouse gas emissions through 2050 and develop long-term
GHG reduction goals and strategies that will align to State and international
climate goals. In early 2021, there will be an online dashboard, complete with the
City's greenhouse gas inventory, that will enable residents to weigh in on City
progress and recommendations identified through the CAP update process. As
we draw nearer to communitywide workshops in the Spring, check this space or
our websiteour website for updates on meeting dates, topics, and more!

How to Stay Green Through the HolidaysHow to Stay Green Through the Holidays

In this season of holidays, we know that there can often be quite a bit of waste
associated with the well-loved traditions of cooking and giving. To help you and
your families enjoy the holidays sustainably, we're sharing a few simple tips and
tricks, so that we all can do our part to reduce our holiday environmental
footprints. See how many of these you already meet, and challenge yourself to
take on a couple more!

1 ) Feed the food scraps binFeed the food scraps bin . If there is one thing that all holidays have in

http://www.ci.milpitas.ca.gov/climate-action-plan/
http://www.ci.milpitas.ca.gov/milpitas/departments/public-works-department-home-page/sustainability/


common, it's the chance of enjoying delicious food! Regardless of how much you
eat, there will always be food scraps, such as bones, peelings, or unwanted
leftovers. Remember to put this into your Food Scraps container so that it
doesn't go to the landfill.

2 ) Wrapping presents.Wrapping presents. Rather than buying wrapping paper, use what you
already have on hand! Wrap presents in old newspaper and advertisements.
This can be a creative wrapping option that's also recyclable, free, and your
recipient will still get the thrill of unwrapping.
3) Holiday Tree Collection.Holiday Tree Collection.  For those who love to put up a holiday tree, you may
be wondering what to do when it's time to pack everything up. Milpitas has a
holiday tree collection program through Milpitas Sanitation, Inc. (MSI) between
January 4-15, 2021. Check out their websitetheir website for more details about collections
and scheduling.

4) Holiday Service Changes.Holiday Service Changes. Amidst all the season's preparations, don't forget
about garbage pickup changes! If your normal service collection day is on
Christmas (12/25) or New Year's Day (1/1), you will receive your pickup one day
later. Look for the MSI Holiday mailer for details!

5 ) Recycle your cooking oil.Recycle your cooking oil.  Avoid unnecessary plumbing expenses due to
clogged drains! Did you know that you can recycle your used cooking oil with
MSI? For small amounts, wipe it up with a paper towel or cool it down and
scrape it into the Food Scraps side of your container. For larger amounts (up to
two gallons), you can put it into a sealed container and set it along the curb on
your normal collection day. Contact MSI to request an oil container or for more
information at (408)988-4500. Info on oil disposal can be found herehere.

Tune Into Past Landscaping Workshops - For Free!Tune Into Past Landscaping Workshops - For Free!

If you want to start planning your garden, but missed our series of landscape
workshops, including but not limited to:

Water Efficient Edible Gardening

https://www.milpitassanitation.com/holiday/
https://www.milpitassanitation.com/residential/hazwaste/


Rainwater Harvesting
Gardening with Succulents
and more!

Then head to this linkthis link to watch these recorded videos!

Get the most bang for your buck with SVCE eHub! Learn moreGet the most bang for your buck with SVCE eHub! Learn more
about your energy provider and how you can switch your home toabout your energy provider and how you can switch your home to
clean electricity and save money!clean electricity and save money!

Check out the Silicon Valley Clean Energy eHubeHub! Our 100% carbon-free
community power provider has a toolkit and resources where you can:

Learn About Electric Vehicles
Explore All-electric Appliances for Greater Home Efficiency
Speak with Solar Advisors, about either home batteries or panels
and so much more!

For more information about Silicon Valley Clean Energy, its mission, or
opportunities to retrofit your home, visit svcleanenergy.orgsvcleanenergy.org

WWhhaatt  CCaann  YYOOUU  DDoo  ttoo  HHeellpp  PPrrootteecctt  OOuurr  WWaatteerrsshheeddss??

With winter rains approaching, we want to keep our creeks and streets clean. 
Everything that goes down a storm drain flows directly into local waterways and 
eventually into the Bay. You can reduce stormwater pollution by cleaning up 
litter in your neighborhood.

https://www.bawsca.org/conserve/landscaping/videos
https://www.svcleanenergy.org/ehub/
https://www.svcleanenergy.org


Give yourself the gift of a water-wise native garden!Give yourself the gift of a water-wise native garden!

At least half of the water in a typical home is used outdoors. You can save
money on your water bill by transforming your lawn with the help of Valley
Water’s Landscape Rebate Program. For a limited time, we have partnered with
Valley Water and doubled the landscape conversion rebate amount, which is
now up to $2 per square foot!

As you walk through your neighborhood, you may have noticed that a growing
number of homes have already traded their front laws for a gorgeous water-wise
landscape. The Landscape Rebate Program can help you transform your thirsty
yard into a beautiful water-wise landscape and make your irrigation equipment
more efficient. Please note that application approval is required before starting
any project. Apply today! 

Learn more at: http://www2.ci.milpitas.ca.gov/savewatermilpitas/rebates/http://www2.ci.milpitas.ca.gov/savewatermilpitas/rebates/ 

Sustainable Milpitas

MMiillppiittaass  SSuussttaaiinnaabbiilliittyy  WWeebbppaaggee

Free cleanup supplies, including litter sticks, gloves, and bags, can be picked up
at your convenience. Email mmiillppiittaasswwoorrkkss@@ccii..mmiillppiittaass..ccaa..ggoovv to request more
information!

For more tips and ticks on how to be the solution to water pollution, check out
mmyywwaatteerrsshheeddwwaattcchh..oorrgg

mailto:milpitasworks@ci.milpitas.ca.gov
http://mywatershedwatch.org/
http://www2.ci.milpitas.ca.gov/savewatermilpitas/rebates/



